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YELLOW POWER

John Saito

"Black Power'!" '"Chicano Powerji!" and far
in the background if you listen attentiively, a
faint voice ia saylng "Yellow Power?"

In the spring of 1942, 110,000 Japanese-
Americans and their parents peacefully weat off to
concentration camps because military necessity under
martial law required thelr removal from the west
coast. If there was any violent opposition to this
unjust evacuation it must surely have been confined
to the private chambers of a hearing room, There
were no resistance groups but there were groups
urging cooperation with the federal orders to
evacuate, :

A symposium in reference to the evacuation
was held in June of 1967 at UCLA. It was stated by
one of the speakers that the ingredients that went
into the attitudes and behavior of the Japanese then
are still present, and that if there were a repeti-
tion of 1942 today, & vast majority would probably
go back into the concentration camps Jjust as peace-
fully as they had done in the past.

Oriental Culture Patterns

This present-day attitude can best be ST
explained by way of Oriental culture. Cultural
patterns can go a long way to explain the degrees
of involvement on the part of the Oriental community,
say, within the Civil Rights movement The Civil
Rights movement has been seen by many Orientals as a
struggle between white and black Americans with the
excluslion of the Oriental Americans. This arrange-
ment has been convenient to many Orientals for it
blends with the Orlental desire to be unobtrusive
and the apathy which exists within our own American
society.

The Oriental also is in a confused status as
to self-identity. This confusion did not exist a
quarter of a century ago since, as a visible
minority, he too was an object of discrimination in
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In the areas of housing, employment, education,
Immigration, etc. But presently there appears to
be a lessening of discrimination, almost to the
point that some feel it is non-existent. Those
who feel this way feel that they have been truly
assimilated into the greater American society.
(This 1s an 1llusion, if one accepts the recent
Oommissaion report of white racism.)

~_ The white majority has heaped praise upon
the Oriental: '"Your children excel in studies and
are model students," say the educators. "If all
‘people in the community behaved like the Orientals,
the problem of crime would be eradicated overnight,"
_say law enforcement agencies. In addition, Orien-

- tals are impressed by the fact that economically

they are, as a whole, better off than ever before-
but so 13 the entire nation.

.Middle“Ciess-Statua

Among the other visible minorities, those who

;_hﬁve 'mede 1t" turn their backs on the ghettos or
“btrrioe,”

and those who are left behind are often the
"acdrn. " In the Oriental communities the
: attained~m1ddle-class stature and those

b

ify with the Civil Rights movement as

:'gthay see 1t in the present form. The Orientals have

also achieved a standard of 1living never before
1magined by their parents or even by themselves,
~and some do not wish to jeopardize this comfortable
poaition by "rocking the boat."

There are other explanations why there is not
an observable participation on the part of the Orien-
tals in such issues as the Civil Rights movements,

i but they would ultimately interweave with the

cultural reasons

Still, as the generation gap and cultural lag

,1hcrease, it 1s predictable that the faint voice in
H the background will become stronger and we will hear

more and more of the "Yellow Power.'
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