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Statement by RAP BROVN for the National Committee for the Defense of Political
Prisoners! Benefit, February 18, 1972 at the Apollo Theater

Every Black birth in amerika is political. The lives of Black people
are political because Black people carry on a constant war against "the man!

The government is the lawkreaker. The people must become the law en-
forcer. Ve cannot allow the govermnment to be an outlaw particularly when
the crime is against the people. The threat of jail and death will not turn
me nor others like me from the path we have taken.

More powerful than my fear of what could happen to me in prison is my
hatred for what happens to my people in those outside prisons called the
Balck "gettoes' of this country.  There is nothing any court can do to me
that will change that hatred in me. It can only be changed by the removal
of the racism and inhumanity which exist in this country.

I am a political prisoner, jailed for my beliefs (that Dlack people
must ke free ). The government has taken a position true to its fascist
mature, those they cannot convert, they must silence. This goverrment has
become the enemy of mankind.

This can no longer alter our path to freedom. For our people, death
has been the only known exit from slavery and oppression. lle must open
others.

Our will to live must no longer supercede our will to fight, for our
fighting will determine if our race shall live. To desire freedom is not
enough. We must fight. We must move from resistance to aggression, from
revolt to revolution.

Brothers and sisters, as well as all oppressed people, you must prepare
yourselves both mentally and physically for the major confrontation is yet
to come. You must fight. It is the people who in the final analysis make
and determine history, not leaders or systems. The laws to govern you must
be made by you.

I do what I must do out of love for my people. My will is to fight. 1
Resistance is not enough. Aggression is the order of the day.

When the courts are no longer an instrument of or for the people, the
people must then btecome lawmakers and law enforcers.

There is no justice in this country for Black people. Justice is a joke
and it stinks.
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Fill the courts March 6, 10:00 a.m., 100 Centre St., Part 30, 1lth floor
for RAP, ARTHUR YOUNG, SAM PETTY, and LEVI VALENTINE }1!



Eirst of ali { think iiis very timely and appropiate
to write this articie perizying 10 our situation as
prisoners of war. A vaw davs ago severat inrnates and
myself mage #n attempl o nain "or- regain our
freedom. | think it should be made very ciear in the
minds of black peopie. ift g tizular and poor people
in general, thdit we can no ionger sit sround idly and
wait for _ome miracle o happen to bring about a
char: " of our present day situation. | for one have
ns exc(.e:ptefJ the fallacy or the wdea that the only
way black people can obtain their freedom is through
the kindness or e benevolence of the Amerikkkan
govt. In fact’s feel it is an insane thought on the part
of any biack person 1o believe this,

The only kindness that has ever been shown our
people has been ropes, bombs, buliets and the like.
From all indicaticns Hdt's goi o get warse. All one
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has to do is look around himsalf and see the daily :

mass production of dope addicts, sium housing, poor
schools, underempicyiment, and the daity frustrations
of our peopie. it should be ocarly understood by
now what Amerikkica fias in store for niggers, because
as far as they are cangerned that's all you are is
another “nigger”. Your positinn, status or none of
that shit means 2 damn thing wien they get the order
to move on you, So what § am writing in essence is an
appeal to the Black, ebmmurices ail =oross Babylon
(Amerikkka; 1o starl moving now, yasterday it not
sooner.
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i we continue to- sef back ‘talking about our
conditions and not moyve to change it radicaily, then
we can all look forwsrd to what the Jews found in
Germany, ot what happended 1o the American
indians here, Alt one has to do is look, and you can
see fascism on the norizon., We had & preview of this
already, the murder of Comrade Fred Hampton,
George and Janathan .;ackso,n Bunchy Carter, Robert
Webb, Harold Russell, the' Attica massacre just to
name a few for openers.

What more doss it take to open one’s eyes to what
they: {Amerikkkan Govl) are preparing for Black

people. Look at all the brothers and sisters in prison

throughotit the country, their lives aren’t worth a
thir dime behind those walls, | think there is no need
of us continuing to fool curselves of their intentions,
because it isn’t a matter now of #vill they do it, but
when will they do it, This is what we as biack people
are faced with now. :

§ fee; it is the duty-anvt job of every revolutionary
in thistountry toimove now to free their comrades in
the hands of the enemy, and make revoiution, We
miist use every tactic available to us. It sn it enough
just T read the Minin nanual, or The On Guerilia
Warfare, and put it away in the library as another
novel. The theory must be put ato practice, practice,
practice. .
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As for myself ¥ Mve already decided the way | will

: go like alt of my fallen and imprisoned comradm

*tighting til the death or until victory isours”. t will

ever submit to these cowardly growling dogs. o
" matter what they attempt to do to me. But all ot us

must make our own decision and soon, for the hovr is
getting late. Time is running out, it has run out,
“Niggers you are living on borrowad time”. My oniy
regret is that | am not out there now with a gun in

my hand, but | still lmend to struggle behind these
decadent wallls until my last breath. Becausg i have
seen the enemy's {Amerikkka) inner weakness, and
it's just a matter, of time before they will come
crumbling to their “knees”. The time 1o sirike i
now! For the hour is near. Are you listehing 16 me
niggers?..,

“Through ardious 'struggle and sacrifice we witl
most certainly obtain our Freedom™.

Comrade in Arms :
. Nicky Laborde P.OW. of U.S. Fascism.
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