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This Statement is made from the perspective of Marxist-Leninism
Maotse Tuneg thousht, It was written for those considering themselves
within this scientific framework, Howzver, we hope that many others
concernsd with community work and social service institutions can
also learn from this Statemert,

In analyzing our work, we realize we have made many errors in
the past. We did alot of "szlf-help"” prosrams, which were cnly re-
formism., Some of us have even fostered the belief that our utopian
"serve the people” community prosrams were in some way buildins
socialism in America, We were wrong. We also have worked in sewera’
social service institutions serving Asians in 1A, Like the TNG
some of us felt that we could make these "peop;e's" lnstltutlons or
"people!s" prosrams by controline them., Acain we were wrong, We
were able to control some prosrams, but we could not make them into
anythine more than reformist procrams and could not turn them into
a vehicle for socialism.

The TNG makes three basic criticisms of AABAP--inability to
meet people's needs, a erowing bureaucracy, and a lack of a pro-
sressive direction. We feel these criticisms are valid, This is
the only acrecement between the TNG and ourselves, We feel AADAP
must be analyzed in the context of US society and in light of all
of the knowledge built up by MIM Thourht., We feel there are five
extremely important po;Lnts on which the TNE makes fundamental esrrors
in its analysis of AADAP and its proposed 'solutions.”

Criticisms of the TNG position:

1, The TNG fails to crasp the fundamental nature of capitalist
society; that is is class society., They fail to analyze how insti-
tutions function in capitalist society. The result is that they
shift the focus from attacking the capitalist system to reforming
a single institution,

The TNG =ives token recosnition that AADAP is part of a larger
context, but they fail to idenify that context as the capitalist
system, The TNG also zives token recoznition that the solution to
problems must be "nart of something Larger--a movement for social
change” (pl3). They arain fail to idenify what type of movement
they see solving problems, Maybe a bourseois reform movement?

They don't say,

They do, however, openly show their reformism in their preface
when the eroup states "Section V contains what we belisve are sol-
utions to the problems we have examined in the criticism section.®
Thea problems they expect to solve are the inability of AADAP to
meet community reeds, the srowin? bureaucracy, and the lack of a
procressive direction, In Section V we find their sodution is greats
community input and control. What happens to the capitalist system?
These are real problems, but does the TNG have resal solutions or

_petty reforms?

In spite of ‘their sll°ht recooﬂitlon ‘that this "system" has an
2ffewt on AADAP, they focus almost entirely on the isolated institu-

5¢
tion, The TING clearly states its narrow purnose on.p.2:
"
"It is important to note, that the purpose of this paper and
the group of peonle who put it toesether(TNG) is not an effort
to d=stroy AADAP but an e‘fort to raﬁlract and rebuild a com-
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2. The TNE errors in its idealism of buildingz alternative survival
institutions which follow a utopizn "serve the people" policy. They
want to build model institutions with Ycollective decision making®
and a "collectivization of salaries" on a capitalist material base
bec that is the way institutions > sociali 3
would li%e to build an entire community a
They think they can slowly build sociali
superstructure (institutions and communiti
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cannot be a stratagy. ‘the TNG recofnized tnat pProgiens dAave SURS
oriein in the material conditions and historical development of soO=
ciety, but they refuse to look for solutions in that very same mate
erial bass Instesad socic i
concieved ideals.

The TNG thinks AADAP can be a model institution; actually sesw=
ving neople's neads., Since AADAP fails to £fill this role, the TNG
has decided to rebuild it until it does. The TNG fails to realize
that institutions under capitalism oppress people and are not
suppose to or are able to actually meet people's needs. Attempts
to transform institutions are contrary to their material reality.

The TNG promotes its idealistic romantic thinkine of building
a community and trys to fool others into accepting it This idea=-
listic outlook is the source of other TNG's errors. Lt sounds nice
but it just isn't so, This cannot continue to happen. People must
make an analysis of the cncrete situaticn and not try to build
dreams,
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3, The TG fails to recognize how federal funding blurs class
contradictions in society. Federal funding raises contradictions
between workers in social service institutions and the people they
are supposed to serve; among various workers in a single institution;
and between different national minorities contending for the same
money, A narrow community buildine line causes these contradictions
among the people to overshadow the basic class contradiction in
society. The failue to recognize thisreality and exnose the pro-
blems inherent in federal funding is a serious error.

Many people are awere of the high level of hostility reached
by the antagonisms betwren people concerned with AADAP. Resigna-
tions, fights, and slander were reflections of these tensions.
Similar tensions existed in the Asian ‘lomen's Center, This expex
rience is similar with other federally funded programs in other .. ..
minority communities, The TNG attributes these problems to lack
of support from other people or a lack of struggle by the people
concerned. In making their petty criticisms of the movement on
paze six they say: :

"Too many of us ended up saying !fuck 1t! after one or few
difficulties arose, instead of staying to struggle with and
support AADAP,..We did not provide support to some brothers
and sisters who did go into AADAP out of concern and commit -.

ment, but instead, we created an atmosphere of defensiveness
and zuilt about dealing with funded prosrams.” {our emphasis)

The TNG cannot see that these contradictions are due to the
nature of federal funding and that they are raissd to antazonistic
levels by the pushinz of a narrow line for community buildingz. Er-
roneously the TNG tries to blame the movement for its no strussle,
no support attitude, Instead the movement should be blamed fior iESs
lack of theoretical understanding and its lack of strugsle on the=-
oretical issues, The TNG objectively misleads people about the
true nature of problems within institutions and aids in maintaining
contradictions among the peopls at antazonistic levels. This only
aids the bourgceoisie,

4, The TNG misleads the mass movement from confronting real is-
sues and diverts it into the reformism of nurely lezalistic battles
(advisory boards) or strueeles to zain control of the adminis-
tration. These narrow institutional reforms call for back-stare
and petty politics, rat han i
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reality on its head when it claims ¢h
munities will result in a correct or
rect line and a correct profsram can
communities,

A Community Aﬂv' sory PRoard (C

sure the communitiss have

this to ernable AADAP to better serve t‘° “oéds of a community. The
TNG encouraces concerned prozressive pneonle to work on this CAB and

s rnoan over narrow petty bu‘eaucrath guestions. This is how the

the LJG expects to derive a correct unﬁa“stondi”n of what are our
revo lutiorary tasks. The TNG fails to see that revoLLtlonary theory
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This mlsLeaaersnxp of turnine the mass movement to reformism
is especially harmful at the present stace of development of the
movement, It decieves many sincere prosressive people into thinking
petty reformism can be a solution to prcblems., It channels them
into working lons hours in reformist social service nrograms. The
result is butnine out, disarpointine, and frustrating many davelopine
people who are just enterins the spontaneous mass community struezle.
The bourceoisie uses reforms to deter the mass movement and the TING
objcéctively aids this strateegy,

3 The TNG claims its AADAP position paper only poses short term
tactics for improvement and is not its political line or the poli-
tical line of any of its organizations., This argument totally ab-
dicates any responsibility for analyzing AADAP in a larzer perspec-
tive as they, themselves, claim must be done. The eroun's use of
short term tactics as a process of srowth shows its total lack of
theory and its bowing to the spontaneity of the situation., The
CAB is suppnosed to provide the long ranged plannin=x for AADAP,
They neclect to provide a framework in which this can be done., In
the absence of MIM ideolony, the dominant ideology of society,
bourzeois ideology, Will prevail in our thinking,

Stiggestions

We believe there are many sincere progressive people following
tendencies similar to the TNG and making the same extremely funda-
mental errors, We have outlined what we consider to be a more cor-
rect way of viewine our work with AABAP and other social service
institutions. We hope people can read both this Statement and the
TNG position paper and commare our suggestions with their plan.

We feel the two approaches reflect completely different political
outlooks on community work,

1. We must recoenize that many problems do =xist in our oppressed
communities. These problems result from our oppression as workers
and as national minorities,

2. It is correct to demand our democratic rights that the govern-
ment meet these needs with improved programs andmore federal money,

Sie We cannot view these programs as the solution to our oppression
and must not fool others into thinking these are solutions., Only
socialism can start resolvine these contradictions., Socialism re-
quires revolution and a change in the economic structure of society
and not the petty reform of an institution.,

4, A few progressive peopnle should work in these governmernt social
service nrograms to allow progressive people:

a) to s¥poses the contradictions of these proerams to the
masses of neople., By this political education, progressive
people will struegle against the contradictions among the
people becoming hostile and overshadowing the fundamental
antagonistic class contradiction. Such education will also
isolate those who persistently substitute reformism and

utopian thinkine for class struggle and the strue=le for
state power,

b) to urite all those who can be 1 tine mass
strugeles for democratic rish T s cople must
provide independent leadership and not tail the reformers

hizse strugeles,
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¢c) to recruit and develop sir
commings into contact with

o, hnoest prosressive people
social service programs,

for workinz to meet limited communi

d) to get paid meet li ited ¢
and doing mass work and for them still to

to work on important volitical tasks.,
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these social service nrograms into something these programs cannot
be,

6’ The ad~3iniztration of theces Smatirntiane miat he laft a9 the
defenders of the bourgeoisie, Administrators will esposs Lasir own
vacillatin~ class nature and the inability of reform prosrams to

programs to solve problems., Any '‘progressive” person in a director's

role can only decieve the masses into thinking his/her reformism
is ths prosressive movement!s sclution to community problems.

Conclusion

As we have stated before, we belisve mzany sincere, honest
people, includine ourselves, hava made the same errors as the TNG.
These same errors have been manifested in many other areas of com=-
munity work besides AADAP. It is not just a tactic of dealing with
AADAP, but a reflection of the outlook and political strategzy of
some people, When will these people analyze situations in a larger
context? They had better do it before they make more mistakes in
their tactics at AADAP and with other areas of community work.

We see these errors as 1) substituting reformism for revolu-
tionj 2) thinking idealistically; 3) blurring class contradictionss
4) divertine the mass movementjand 5) advocating tactics while
lackine a basic theoretical framework, These errors can: all be due
to inexperience and the lack of theoretical understanding. These
errors can all be corrected if people persevere in confronting them.
If we cover these errors or try to justify them with elaborate,
jdealistic theories, we would only be retarding the movement and
be makinz a far more sericus error,

The movement is full of well intentioned people. It is a
movement of heroic people risine to resist unjust oppression.

Good intentions and emotions, however, cannot win us victory.
Only our =sraswine of revolutionary theory and our strugglinz to
apply it to the mass movewent can bring success.
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