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My nane is Sabure Surits. 1 was born in waimea, on’ the island of tauas
(Hawaii) 4n 1899, At present, I am 82 years old and reside in ‘arden:, “alif-
ornia. My family stsrted a wholesale bakery in Hawaii 4n 3925, My father, :
and three other brothers were dcing quite well operating the "Hélly Rekery,”
that by 17251 was putting out 80,920 loaves a day. We had 7 delivery trucksz, 3°
employeces on & 24 hour shift, wi‘h rood oullets to stores, murkets, schosls,
cafeverias and restaurants,

In Fetruary of 1942 after Tearl Harbor was attacked, 1 was rickest up bw
the 7i'] and taken to the Immirraiion Office and interrorated for three straiskr
daye. I wzs frisked and 0ll of my personal bLclonginge were taken from sw . Thes

had no evidence thal I wzs dicslinyal in any way., Ac & matte
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Veard Barner . the mi)itary cidw o to Teguest the dize of ovr Lrucks for o Orec
purposcs on a rental basia, We arrced to simply denate Lhem for their ure wlen
neeced. T wis still bSeing held whien 1 received a letter fron myv brotier tellin:
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e th:t the business was “eing taken over by the authoritiscz, Tle barers was t- 1
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Le: gmt. under the contrel of the Alien Custodian Cffice tecnuse =y fasher had
retired an? was livine 4n Ja~an at the time. All of our assets were frozen and

memhers of our family were put on salary., They had to purchace every leafl of

. bread as if it were not their tusiness anymrre. Séince T was being held, T was
riven ne salary and mr wife was left with five children t§ take care of with no
jnceme. 4y son of fifteei, then the oldest of my chiidre;, had to = Yo sthool
p&ft—l%mn sc that he could werk at the bakery to earn money for my faxily. He
develaped a very bad allerryAto fiour and has been sc af{flicted since. 'V

yomier h'nth-r. did thc b»'t tnrv could tn trep up tH( hu"xncff in mr atsence,

.

but the aallen emerpency and oricis situatiens hrvunlt bvsincrﬁ to & stunlf‘ill-
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After being held in the immirration cemound for thres monthe, T wes
shipped to the fand Island Detention Camp, a POW camp & few miles fro= the rain
island of Honolulu, Other Jarannse beinp held there with me were slowly heing
moved to camps on the miinland (lew Mexico etc..). While at Sand Island, wr
were 2llowed visits by our wives with barbed wire fences betvvcn'hs. This ¥1s a
prison carp with heavy military ruards and electrical wire fences, stric. curfew
rule; and daily attendance checks. We were told that we could be reunited with
cur farilies if vwe apreed to ro 4o mainland concentration carps. We aprced =nd
my wife and children were interred with me st Jerome, Arkansas. Wwe were there
for a year and a half and were then moved to the caxp at Feart VMeontain, <yoming.

After the war enecel, we¢ wcre released and wound up in S, panliidines satc J
We start%d s small restuarant {o make a livin;. As soon as ve coulc ~fford
we weat back to Hawaii.. Thore, T Cound th:t.tbc bokery was toing pus up for

auction vy the auvthoritics, Hicinecss was tad but my brothers and
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try and re-purchkase our orm husiness., All of our assets, whicl. had b n {roc-
durin- the war, were comtlelely pone. It was hard for me o raise any acuer

but m- “rnthers and 1 manaced Lo reclaim our bakery. We tricd everyihinrs to
-
revive our imsiness, 1 spent weeks and menths solieciting cur o0ld customers btut

five years of abhsence had taken its toll. Toc much was lest and eur rorale as

& family was very low. We decided to sell out so ¢ went for 370,200. Refove

the war, we could easily have sold it for £250,000,

i
1 Jost all interest in business and as the years went br, my vipor and

health declined., I was slso sa:ldened by the Ynowledre of the death 7 cune of

my brothers, who war with my father 4n Japan, during the atomic besdin- of
Biroshimi. I developed stomch ulcers and n-cand medication for miny yeirs and

7y nerves were always in poor conditions My wife also suffc:ed terri'-ly fron
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the mnntal stress of all of {his and her health deteriorated throughsut the
cam. wears (her health is not p~nid te this dsy). No longer fecling = pnr£ ~f
my former co-munity in Hawaii, 1 left Hawali when @y so; decided to o te
schonl in Chicann.

Todzy 1 live in ;ettremrnt i{n Gardena, We, my wife &aad 1, live on social
security and rent our house. 7 feel that the government owss me an dingemndiy
for the yezrs I suffered, 1y irprisonmént ani 4he years srent by =y entare
family in the conceniration cimps ieft terrirle scars. She losz of my 1iv€11-
hood, my prep-riy, the mental riress ani the inability to rrovide wy children

a8 poeod education or a financinl lerscy has atfectel we deeply.
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