us for the thme when we would 2aturn tc tho mainstirean
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patience, courage, and yus, sven forgiveness, and
we developed strengtn, L reuwzaber thiniking, "When
all of this 1s over, I an never ever golng to be
weak and dependent agaln",

I remeunber 1n those y:ars of ,lost.chtldhood,
long ago, the slow roalizatlon that the democratic
orinciples which we had ledrned to cherish were not
enough - .to protect us when the natlon in Lts ti..e
of stress violated a defsns.lass ard vulnerable
minority., 1! was not till years later that I reallized
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A8, the war in the Paciflc: tupned in .oursfavor

and the approaching end of tie war became apgarent,
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we were encouraged tc leave the cawmp. Tnose faalliss
with propsrty and close tles bacit hume slowly vsntured
forthe Numeroua atories of discrialaation a;alnst
the early raturness fil:tored tacit to the caiz, I
remember well the storlss of the ugly, aatl-Japanese
atroclties cn the lWest Coasty  Slince my farily really
had nothing but memories to retura to in Washington
state, zy p rents were ciunseled by our pastor to
h ink "o “the " childrents "future, not tiolp own
end“that
thé<cnlldron's futlre lay "I g:ft'n2 4 good ‘education,

What courage it aust have taken fur my parents
to‘considey estarting 11le ardow In the ocuts.de worlds to
lecave the protecticr of asi sccopting, all-Jupanese
environnent to face tic unknown in a faraway .lace. ify
father was 57 yeamold and my nother was 50 Yemsald. My
fathere Tetis’ fitet dad ‘foulid @ "veiporary Job in Thilad elphia
teaching Japarese to gcldiers who were being shipped to
the*Orient ™"y mothor' and T loft AMinidoka on June 25,

1945. I ruesber pac<ing up the meager remains of our
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family belongings and leaving by train for the East,
There was uncertainty and frar of the unknown, but thore
was also curlosity and hops., (Hope is so laportant for
life to continue), My three sisters and brother who had .ree-
caded us to ths East, rallled around, gave us supurort and
encouragsment, even though they were all strurgling
to survive., My brothsr and ua arrled sister jolned us in
Philadelphia,

As I look back now, I recall the first year in
chiladelprhia as the unhappliest year of my life, I was
16 years old, It may havs been b:xcause I feolt so depressed,
out of place, insecure and friendless in the largc, lapcrsonal
citye I remember that flrst sumior in :nlladelphla as
belng sspecially ieveessingz. It ralned overy day (or so
I remembor it,) We inad a small apartaent ln a pour sccetion

-of Phlladelpala., We were vcry pocr, so wers very frugal,
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The war ended that August and the adjustment to
peacetime life started in earnest., .y father, a farmer,
was 111 equipped to survive in a city. But he was willing
to work at whatever jobs were available, He worked in a
factory, as a cook, and flnally as a gardener in a suburban
children's institution, ily mother worked as a cleaning

then
woman for several years and was fortunate enough to
find a job as a clothing sorter and seamstress in the
American Friends Service Conmittee clothing wareaouse (for
overseas relief). /My brother, sister and I attended school
and worked after school and on weekends to supplement for
family incomne.

There were individuals and organizations wao aelped
us and gave us support tarougn tnec gainful, lonely ycars of
?esettloment. The members of the Soclet, of Frliends, better
known as the Quakers, and thelr servics agency, The Auzerlcan
Friends Service Committee wno had been steadfast wita thelir
concern, renerosity andi cncouragument durlng our years of
incarceration woro most helpful In the trying years of ro-

settlement also, .ty faxnlly and friends irn rhlladelpala vers |
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the fortunate reciplents of thelr ample benefactlions, They
not only helped to feed and clothe us, they hcused us,
employed us, and opened tae doors of hlgher education to us,

There were many individuals who were extremsly genorous
with their love and encouragement to me and my family,., Grace
Kaneda Uyehara, a Niseli soclal worker at the Internatlcnal
Institute ccounselled young and old allke, As the number of
Japanese relocating to .nlladelpnia iicreased through the
summer and fall of 1<45 and into 1946, she realized the

Ilisel

growing need for the to meet soclally for mutual
support., She provided the lsadersalp for several ifisel
social organizatlons which met regularly at the
International Institute, Since we all lived a great dlstance
from one another, soclal gathzringss helped to dispel cur
feelings of social and ocmotional isclation, Sae also advised
my brother and me on the selectlcen of the hirsh school we should
attend., I passed the examlnations to enter tne Phlladelp:ula
High 'Sehool faor CGlrls es a Junler and ny trother, Ray, cntscved
Central Tiish School for boys as a senlcr. iler wise counsel and

strength of perscnallity helped so many of us to adjust to the

] 2 1 5 T e R i~ LT R b
stran noag ard hargh pealltien of 11fe dn the b
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Although, we, tho !iseg children, adjusted wita
relative ease to our llves as schocl caildren, and locked to
the future, our parents had a more difficult time accepting
thelir new life, Their old life had been shattered by thelr
imprisonment in the concentration camps. They were agailn
strangers in a strange land,
‘ A-H,,a,'f‘

Although they were «!:»/7 ' their children accepted the new
1life with relative ease, their Japanese cultural backgrocund and
Japanese language made 1t difficult for them to understand and
comnunicate with st-.nrers, Thus I found myself in the para-

sl adu[s;ngn
daxical;- i or®Interpratin: 11fe situaticnsNand providing
support to my parents., At age 16, our rclcs had reversed,

inh

They must have been overwrelmed by the stran;emess of life/tne
city compared to the prewar farm 1life, They must have been
fearful of their ablllity to provide for their cnlldren and
themselves, And what of the future fcor themselves? e were
alterrately happy, overwhelmied or dejected. Eut we as a
family huddled together for warmth, comfort, and reassurance.

And by our own industry, ingenuit; and slnglorinded, gria

determination to survive, we overcame, btut at a pricse.
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TheAPrice was paid by my rarents, who at one tiue
had hoped so much from 1if:, now noped only that tnecir crhildren
qguld lead a happler, easier and wore rewarding life; a life
in wﬁich the democratic 1deals of tuls country would
bs fulfilled. iy rarents lived out their last years with
only memories of thelr dashsd hopes and dreams, Perhaps the
seeds of my Mother's eventual self destruction had been glanted
in the desperate years of the concentration canp,.

(The helpless emasculation that my 4other and Father suffered
in the eyes of the chlildren ,...etc.etc.....state suicidal
statements of others....)

As you, the members of tic Comnlssion study the testimony
of the hearings and the many submlittud documents, I nrge
Jou alsc to study the many lsarned rep:rts and texts walca have
been written thrcugn the years on tne subject of the American
Congentration camps,

the
You have/grave responsibility of making recommendatlons whlch
will rectify the grav: injustice perpotrated on the !iikikei forty
years ago, Iou aave the opportunity to rcwrite a sorry caapter

in the hlsatcry books of t:jis nation,
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In closing, I the Commission to .a:’% the
following V7errmme.- An making restitution for the
L PRE- N

violations of our civil and human rights,

’QevkqunJ
l.ﬁ\OVQrturn the legal rrecedonts wnich justified the rounding
up and incarceration of the Japane;e Americans and legal allens
without due process and legal .rotection granted by the
Constitution. We were not ever acccrded the Constitutional
safeguards accorded common criminals., Such an action must never
again be possible in tne United States., We know only too well
that in this racist and pluralistic socioty in waich we live,
it could easily ha . pen nrain, unless we establisn the proper
safeguards, Weo, Japanese, who wcre led so docilily into the
camps will nover again be passive, o will rise to our own
defense and tc the defense of othcrs who are being 11ls ally
victinmized,
2. An official apology for this illegal act of oppression saéuli

oe made by the U.S., Cov:'rameut to all detalnees and tueir

descendants,
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3, Just compensation should be made to all individuals

who were dotained, In my opinion, compensation should be in
the form of perscnal nmonetary compsnsation, and the establisnhe-
ment of community and educatlonal trust funds for detalnecs and
thei heirs,

The exact amount of personal monetary compensation should
be commensurate with the precedents establlshed by prior awards
made to individuals who have been 1llegally datainsd, The
awards should be made in recofnltion of the dehumanizing
experience and the .sycnological and physical danagss suffered,

detalnedillogally
Those citizons ; in 1979 in Wasihlngton DC were
recently awarded in oxceds of 3000 for over L& hours detalnment,
(expand +his +hou.ﬁk+- ).
Adberence to that precedent would suggest a ficure of ovecr

1,000,000 for individuals detalned over 3 years, A flgure

of 851,000 pcr detalnee tharefore would te onsidered

a.fair figure.



