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My name is Mary Yuri Kochlyax'y.a?; born and raised in San Pedro, Caligc;;-

nia; spent 63 months in Santa Anita Assembly Center, 2 years in Jerome Releo-
cation Camp, Arkansas.
On Dec. 7, 1941, around 11 a.m. three F.B.I men came to our home and

whisked away my father without an explanation. My father had just returned
the day before
from the hospztal/\followmg an ulcer surgery. It was several days before

ny family lemrned that he was taken to the Terminal Islsnd Federal Prison.
Because of the seriousness of his illness, my mother frantically called nu-

merous governrent officials daily requesting him removed to a hospital un-

St

til he was out of danger. weeks later, he was finally moved to the
San Pedro Hospital where merchant seamen injured in the South Pacific were
also being taken in. He was placed in the same ward as they——only around
his bed, enclosed by a curtained sheet, was a sign "Prisoner-of-War." Be-

cause of the taunts of the seamen, my mother had him removed to a private room.
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On Jan. 13, nmy two brothers-—Arthur,Won

&8, my 20-year old twin brother, Pete, and I were allowed to see our fath-

er for the first time since he was apprehended. (Mg=twin brother—had=been
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not-—weleemed—there.") AWhat startled us was notAhis emaciated frame, but

how greatly in such a short time his mental condition Gm&& deteriorated.
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A week later, my mother was notified that my father would be released

to come home. We could hardly believe the good news. He was brought hage

in an ambulence 4n the evening of Jan. 20th, escorted by a nurse.
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We were shocked that he could not seem to speak; only make - guttersl
sounds; did not seem to be able to see or hear. We could not conmunicato
with him, nor h:"“s with us., Our short-lived joy and rqllef wmtemd when
f,he next morning we were awakened by the nurse who informed us he had passed
away. Within a few hours the F.B.I. called to say that anyone attending
the funeral would be under surveillance...but friends did attend the funeral,

and sure enough, the FBI were at the funeral parlor door.
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ie)-FBI said they
had be\en watching kim for about 20 years., My father owned a fish mrkct

‘f and pronded fish to Japanese steamships as a ship chandler. He'3 wag con-
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‘ } stantly asked to tour-guide ship officers. Their roquc/ s to drive
/fa}:; ;" them to their favorite past-time-——a golf course/'ﬂnis he did, often, through'
)(V;\ the years.
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installations, aircraft plants, and power-lines, when there
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I He was accused of pointing out to J ese officers--military installs—
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were none at that time. i
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[ They also showed him 8 X 10 ph&)ba\that were taken at various Japanese
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dinners and affairs that he attended in s 20 years' time. Innocuocus as
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the dinner occasions were, it revealed the FBI U.S. government's suspi- 1
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cion of Japanese gatherings and the quiet surveillance on the Japanese that
must have been an on-going activity for an unknown period time.
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3 ’I'm.rty-nme years have elapsed. We have all grown. We have had time

02 ‘(—' to think. From apohtlcal, naive,provincials, we have become more conscious ok muszxs}

W MB’&WWC‘*\ \\M@». domegho vio(em N e l ok the. Dok f Twﬁ c£< )
W Y is I bgiicve we s 4 ‘ffhm&%
rica, but to the over-all historical

. of whatever color
color, and the poorf\who have W

Japanese war-time experien

< oo
/@b:;/ experience of all Third mﬁ /people"“""'




Asian American
Studies Center

8 slaceh hmdoG‘mxwur»ﬂ.,q H\

hexe a commonality of oppression by race ,and class /s

w},\‘ K Peopleg——whether indigenous to this continent misnomered M In-

Ao isnag— hefo

,51}' ’ life, or as harshly-dr;v:n\ sontract re/rs"‘ or the Afric s-ca.ptuw/ o
\ brought b Widstk it ¢ (v% Py A ?@ffn _&u&—#?—jg, A4
f

/‘&u & dians; or those-who \c:me from Asia or Latin Am% lﬁing a better way of

kidnapped, foreed h re in chains--all—e snced _uproot
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W ch nationally oppressed group, victims of dispossession, dispersement, ,&;

v Lq‘ﬁn-lb} W e vight =
and dispowerment/ has a responalbility to expose their own grievances --

@WW that the common denominators that generate racism and hate; that create hy-
teria and rumors; that ramify in inequities and injustices; that validate,
culminate, and climax into concentration camp experiences can be obliterated.

We Japanese in America must speak up now. We are not Just fighting to
win monetary compensation for ourselfss It is a morsl dut ty at this awescne,
unpredictable time in history to fight for human rights, human dignity, and
human enhancements when constitut:.onal m ?or basic needs are d
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