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I am writing in reference to the Japanese and Alaskan Aleut an-
cestry resolution. I am pleased that it passed the Council on Decem-

ber 10, 188L,

RWM:cg | RUTH W. MESSINGER
Council Member
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f! Res. No.‘f 7£>l

SARIR, e

Resolution urging the Commission on Wartime Relocation and Internment of
Civilians to recommend to the U.S. Congress that adequate Redress/
Reparations be awarded to those persons of Japanese and Alaskan
Aleut ancestry who suffered from Executive Order 9066.

By Council Member Messinger:

WHEREAS, on February 19, 1942' President Franklin D. Rooséevelt issued
fEhecutlve Order 9066, which resulted in the uprootz_no and imprisonment
5;143of all persons of Japanese and Alaskan Aleut ancestry on the Pacific

fM‘Coast- and ' L
WHEREAS in the sprlng of 1942 120,313 persons of Japanese and

: Aleat ancestry, most of whom,were Amerlcan c1tlzens, were forc1b1y evict-

ed from thelr WGSL Coast homes and subsequently 1nearcerated ik Amerlcan

:“any pérson of Japanese ana Alaskan Aleut ancestry residing in the United
States durlng WWIL; and ﬁ . L

WHEREAS, Amerlcan c1tlzens of Japanese and Aleut ancestry and their

alien parents, who were legal permanent residents, were never allowed \;Q
the basic constitutional right of the benefit of a heering or txrial; and _E |
: i = g
WHEREAS . in addition 5 property losses.est*mated at hundreds of 5 A
i fe to the haste with wnichh the évacuations were v

.mvlllons of dollars in 1942, but elude accurate ca1culat10n/ het;?;;%?”“"

other immeasurable damages suffered, such as the loss of individual

freedom, the destruction of personal human dignity, the loss of income

and disruption of careers and the psychological trauma of having been
innocent victims imprisoned for three and a half years; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled in four separate test cases
that such governmental action is constituticnal and thereby established
as precedent of law the right of the government to remove and detzin 2

sccun of poople solely on the basis of race; and v il : ol



e v __2_ S i Asian American
i : Studies Center

WHEREAS, Japanese American men volunteered from within barbed wire
camps,to join the 442nd Regimenral Combat Team.and demonstrated exem-
plary heroism, courage andlpatriotic 1oyalty as evidenced by the fact
that the 442nd RCT became rhe most highly decorated unit in the'hisrory
of the United States Armed Services for its size and 1ength of service;
and . - |

'WHEREAS some thlrty-nlne years have passed without an off1c1al

'{glnqulry into the treatment of Japanese Americans and Alaskan Aleuts in
HLthlS chapter of Amerlcan history, and
| WHEREAS on July 31 1980 Congress approved and President Jimmy
i?téarter 81gned Publlc Law 96 317 establlshlncr the Commission on Wartime
TRelocaulon and Internment of C1v111ans to coanduct such an inquiry and
i ;to recommond aoproprlate remedles to the Congress of the United States:
' THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Co1nc1l of the Clty of New York
.eommends the Commission on Wartlme Relocatlon and Internment of Civil-
ians on its official lnvestlgatlon of the events leading to the 1ssuance
of Executive Order 9066 and“its consequences upon American citizens and
permanent 1egal residents of Japanese and Alaskan Aleut ancestry:

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council urge the Commission
| on Wartime Relocation and Internment of Civilians to recommend to the
Congress of the United States, fhat appropriate remedies be awarded,

when the facts show it to be warranted, for the injustices and hardshio

resulting from the government's actions in 1942, including remedies fox

individuals where appropriate, as well as remedies in general.



