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Unfocused L.A. Hearings: “A Circus of Freaks’

Asian American
’es Center

Sobstory Testimony of Nikkei Witnesses, Mob-Like Reaction of Spectators Hit
Why Has the Commission Shunned Expert Testimony in Favor of Emotional:sm?

Chinese American playwright/
journalist Frank Chin has been
researching the experience of Ja-
panese Americans in America’s
World War II concentration camps
for the past five years or so. He
fius been researching the histories
of the Chinese and Japanese in
America for more than a decade,
Chin, creator of plays such as
“Chickencoop Chinaman,” “Year
of the Dragon,” “Gee Pop” and
“Qofty Goofty,” attended both the
Washington, D.C. and the Los
Angeles hearings of the Commis-
sion on Wartime Relocation aud
Internment of Civilians. A couple
of weeks ago, this lanky Asian
guy walks up and says, “Hey,
here's something I just wrote up
about the hearings . . . What do
vou think 7" Well, after reading
the 10-pages of stream of cons-
ciousness he handed me that day,

I have come to feel that this
former San Francisco State
University and UC Davis faculty -
member's perceptions of the
camps, Japanese America and the
recent hearings ring painfully
true.

—The Xditor

*

Ladies and genlemen. friends...

The Los Angeles._hearings of the
Commission on Wartime Reloca-
tion and Internment of Civilians
was a circus of freaks. Rep. Daniel
E. Lungren sweats and looks des-
perate as the gallery became an
audience at a show. They cheered.
applauded. commented and Lun-
gren sitting as chair, in place of
Joan Bernstein, left them to clap
and boo. They booed and jeercd
S.I. Hayvekawa. They made Hayva-
kawa look good. Hayakawa made
the news.

Of course he made the news. Of
course he's ridiculous and an ass-
hole and everything everybody
call deurs old Sleepy Sam.

Who...who advised Lungren to
dllow upplause and audience par-.
ticipation at the L.A. hearings
te make the Japanese Americans
100k like a raving mob? No matter
iow they felt as individuals. the
members of tthe audience joining
in one big boo, with hate on their
faces are wrong to mob Hayakawa.
And Lungren is wrong to allow
ihe guests to do anything more
than listen. Applause is not proper
in the courtroom. Congress, stale
Jegislatures and congressional
commissions. The audience- if we
must call it that- -as Lundren did,
attends at the whim ot the chair,
They are there tu listen, not to
influence the commission or the
witnesses or attempt to... There
wits not applause at the Warren
Cominission on the Kennedy assas-
sination. No applause at the war
crime irials at Nuremburg. Ap-

plause in court at hearings is
always extraordinary. never the
aecepled form

After muking news for booing’
Hayakawa, the Japanese Ameri-
cans came into Room 1138, the
auditorium of the state building in
L.A. ripe for a fight. They came
not to listen but to cheer their
side at a sporting event. They

out their sob stories full of proper-

ty loss, financial ruin and woetul

career development, the story of
the father returning to the family
in camp, two years later told again
and again, and not as well as the
sappy but efficient telling of the
same true story in “Farewell to

Manzanar.”

Listen to the.stories, friends.
You've heard them all before, at
so-called writer’s conferences, in
'} group therapy. The endless proces-
sion of newspaper-interview-
famous Nisei bleeding the same
stories before Asian American
Studies classes that didn’t use
bocks. You've seen these tears
before staining the mimeograph
program of yet another narrated
slide show and panel of former
internees remembering camp at
Pine Methodist Church in San
i Francisco, or the Oakland Museum,

30 vears of interviews, articles,

- panel discussions, forums, semi-
nars. pilgrimages, where the Nisei
have shown up to week in public.
Amy Uno Ishii, late of L.A., had
a slide show she worked on 'til the

‘day she died. Jack and Dorothy
Yamaguchi have been building and
showing their slides for almost

1120 vears now. Aki and Juns Kurose

+ speak to the American dream in
Studs Terkel's “The American

i Dream.” Pity! Pity! Pity! Open
weeping. Wild applause.

At the commission hearings wv
are not hearing anything that

has not been said before, by the

WWI1 eager beaver social scien-

- tists of the Community Analysis

| Section of the War Relocation

| Authority. We're not hearing any-

i thing we haven't heard better said
;in the 1950s “Go For Broke!" a
tﬁlm directed by Robert Pirosh,

i starring Van Johnson and former
members of the 442nd Regimental
Combat Team. Dore Schary pro-

i duced, Mike Masaoka was the

' technical consultant. No matter
what else can be said about the
former field secretary and execu-

, tive-at-large of the JACL, the

! movie with his name on it is still
be best, most complete, complex,

. detailed and dramatic portrait

. of Japanese America to come out
: of Hollywood, including “Hito
! Hata: Raise the Banner!”
| Sob stories. Property loss. Finan-
‘ ¢ial ruin. Boo hoo. Camp set back
i my career 15 years, six promo-

i tioms, 20 raises in pay and big

bonuses. Boo hoo. Wild applause.

| No' questions from the commission.
| Next panel of witnesses. The Nisei

vets. Paul Oda testifies. Boom!

Pearl Harbor on the radio. Shock.

1 applauded the good guys, fumbling .

Executive Order 9066. Property
loss. Financial ruin. Questions 27
and 28 of the loyalty oath. Some
go “No No” with the answers and
off to jail or Tule Lake. Some go
“Yes Yes” on to the 442nd. Medals
galore. Heroes overflowing the
eyes of widows and Issei mothers.
Constitutional wrongs. “Even as
I was serving in my country’s
army, my parents were interned
behind barbed wire...I want to
know why!” Thomas Kinaga said,
and Paul Oda much the same
thing. Phil Shigekuni read a state-

winner—he won the Medal of
Honor in Korea, not in Europe "
with the 442nd. Shigekuni, a mem-
ber of the original John Tateishi
JACL redress committee, read
the medal of honor winner’s mili~
tary record‘into the record of the
commission. We've heard it before.
What does it say about damage
to Japanese America done by the
_executive order ? Jim Kawaminami,
i president of the 100th/442nd
Association, formerly of Amachi,
was next after the applause.

The 100th/442nd Association
oresident was winding up to pitch

1 his organization’s stand on redress.

: He was about to climax another

! JACL-inspired show. A good
public show of Nisei veterans and

! vets organizations, laying their

i resolutions and great American

. slogans on the record. Kawa-

: minami was disassociating the
100th/442nd from a letter to the

{ editor by Lillian Baker, the blonde

,avenging angel. A Japanese flag

! taken as a was trophy was on

. display in Gardena. The Manzanar

‘Committee obpected. They took

. the flag as a racial slur. Lillian

i Buker's letter claimed the 442nd
vets organization joined her in
supporting the display of the war
trophy.

Then Lillian Baker stood up from
the sixth row of the audience. “Be
careful, because Lillian Baker is
here” she said, rising to her
aluminum four-legged cane. The
crowd peered. “Sit down!” Then
“Out! Out! Out!” and ‘“Nazi!”

Lungren was slow, slower than
slow about bringing his gwvel into
play and calling for order. Rachel
Grace Kawasaki, a white woman
stood on a chair by the witness
table and faced the crowd and
shook her fist, and shouted back
at the crown, calling them racists.
Lillian Baker leaped and hopped
to the table and grabbed at the
notes in Nisei vet Kawaminami’s
hands. The security police moved
in. A white woman cop and a
black male cop. A strange wres-
tling match between uniformed
police, a Nisei vet in his 70s, Lillian
Baker in her white pantsuit and
hanging onto her four-legged cane,

! towering over him, and Rachel

Grace Kawasaki standing on a
chair. And the jeering crowd. It's
as if Hayakawa was right about
the “small but, vocal minority.”
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ment by the Nisei Medal of Honor -

The blonde woman cop and black
! male cop hustled Lillian Baker
j and Rachel Grace Kawasaki out
: of the hearing room, without draw-
ling their batons or using much
| force. No scratches. No punches.
i A little shoving. ‘A lot of grabbing
i of wrists, perhaps an elbow. And

the crowd applauded.
The press was totally bewildered.

. The sob stories were dull, and

bland. Sob after sob, and awww
the poor pitiful people. We've
heard stories like this before. The
Great Depression. The Bonus
Marches. The Hobo Jungles. Rid-
ing the rods. The Okies abandon-
ing the great Dust Bowl. Hard-
ship. Ruin. Pulling on the boot-
straps. The families following

. their soldier husbands and fathers,
from camp to camp. Victim after
victim. Soldier victims. Terminal
Island victims. Issei victims.
Pity me. Applause. Pity me. Pity
me. Applause. Pity me, or else!
Wild applause.

Vice chairman Lungren looked
stoned, drunk, holding back
nausea, mindblown and out of it.
The crowd was in control. The
victims and their mob. Of course
they are victims. And of course
the more they’'ve repeated these
stories from college campus
to church meeting, from one kind
of Asian American conference
to Japanese American pilgrimage,
the more aware they become of
neither being heard nor under-

1 stood. s

The Japanese Americans at the
L.A. lhearing, in the audience and
at the witness table were indulg-
ing themselves. Lungren five or
six beats too late mumbles into
the mike about summarizing your
statement because we're run-

:ning an hour behind schedule—

: “Let him speak!”—a few in the

i crowd shout. And Lungren with-
out a call to order, lean back,
blushes and lets them speak. Lun-

! gren blushes a lot. He can’t stand
:up to challenges. Luckily, for

' him, his incompetence and flop-

.sweat aren’t as visually interest-

!ing as the surley mob.

[ Without understanding the

; questions or knowing the history.
the newshawks dive on the ob-
vious emotional charge of the

i moment. Two old white women in

| dark glasses against an angry
hostile crowd. Where is the expert
testimony ? Where are the penol-
ogists, the cultural anthropologists.
applied anthropologists sociolo-

. gists 7—There certainly were

enough of them working in the
camps. Where are the psycholo-
gists. the historians? The ex- .
perts and specialists?
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