WW?2 accusation still haunts Nisei attorney

by Frank Abe ¢34 (4. ¥5

SEATTLE—Kenji Ito, a former
Seattle attorney, was surprised to
learnhe’d been described asa one-
time spy for Japan in last month’s
trial pitting Gordon Hirabayashi
against the U.S. government (see
last week’s PC). “That’s alie,” he
said. “That shows you what kind
of a case they have, doesn’t it?”’

Justice Dept. attorney Victor
Stone leaned on the appearance of
Ito’s name in a decoded diplomat-
ic cableas evidence that the Japa-
nese had successfully recruited a
Japanese American as a source of
sensitive information prior to
Pearl Harbor.

Stone introduced a select num-
ber of the approximately 116,000
intercepted and deciphered mes-
sages code-named ‘Magic”’ by
U.S. counter-intelligence chiefs.
He argued that hisevidence under-
mined the contention of Hiraba-
yashi’s attorneys that the U.S. in
1941 had no evidence of possible
Japanese American disloyalty.

Retired codebreaker . David
Lowman, who worked 28 years for
the National Security Agency,
testified that a June 1941 cable
from Tokyo ordered Japanese
consular officials in the U.S. to
recruit Japanese Americans as
sources of war information. When
asked ifhe could conclude that any
Japanese Americans were in fact
recruited, Lowman replied,
“Magic names a half-dozen or so
names.”

A former counter-intelligence
officer, retired Lt. Col. Jack Her-

zig, later testified that the Japa-
nese may have tried, but that no-
thing in the cables or any other
intelligence reports shows they
succeeded. He also dismissed five
of the six names to which Lowman
referred as those of Japanese con-
sular employees, not Japanese
Americans.

Ito Singled Out

That left one cable dated May
11, 1941, in which a consular offi-
cial in Seattle notified Tokyo that
in order to make contacts with or-
ganizations opposed to America’s
entry into the war, he was “mak-
ing use of a second generation Ja-
panese lawyer by the name of Ito.”’

In the documents submitted as
a government exhibit, Ito’s name
was blanked out by the clerk who
declassified the cable, but the
government corroborated the
name by reference to an Army in-

telligence report that repeats the .

names in the original, uncensored
cables.

When contacted by Seattle radio
station KIRO, Ito said he couldn’t
figure out how the Japanese in 1941
thought they were using him. Ito,
who is 76, still practices law out of
an office in the Little Tokyo sec-
tion of Los Angeles.

Presenting Japan’s Side

Ito said that in 1941 he was well
known as a debater for the Univer-
sity of Washington who would of-
ten be invited to speak before such
groups as the Seattle Rotary. On
those occasions, he said, he would

be asked to take arhetorical posi-

tion in favor of the Japanese inva-
sion and occupation of Manchuria.

“I’d engaged in debates, some
with a professor—I think hisname
was Pollard, of the University of
Washington—whom I'd debated
over the radio. That’s all there is
to it. I was never employed by the
Japanese consulate, never com-
pensated by Japanese official
sources in any way.”’

“Maybe some people in Japan
thought that I was serving their
cause when I did these things,”” he
added, “but I was just doing it for
my own satisfaction, and because
I felt that both sides of the question
should be presented in a matter as
important as this, and certainly-
there was nobody to defend or to:
even set forth Japan’s position in
those days.”

As for his position on the Japa-
nese military, Itosaid he “was not
in favor of everything that they
were doing”’ but that ‘it was nec-
essary for Japan to expand, I felt,
in order to obtain raw materials
from other countries in order to
survive.”

Ito claims it never occurred to
him thathis public speaking could
raise suspicions about his loyalty
to the U.S., although he acknowl-
edged being the object of “slan-
derous remarks” by other Japa-
nese Americans who ‘probably
thought I was disloyal.”

‘I was not apologetic. I was ex-
pressing myself as an American—
of Japanese ancestry, of course—
who knew something about Japan
and Japanese history.”

During WW2, Ito was accused
of being an agent of the Japanese
government. Ironically, he was
tried in the same federal court-
house inSeattle in which hisname
was again raised in 1985. After a
one-week trial he was acquitted of
an espionage-related charge—
failure toregister as an agent of a
foreign power—on April 1, 1943.

In his cross-examination of
Herzig, attorney Stone contended
that the mention of one Japanese
American’s name in a secret Ja-
panese cable cast suspicion on all
Japanese Americans at that time.

“I’'mvery muchflattered, but it
doesn’t hold water,” Ito said. “It
doesn’t justify evacuating 120,000
Japanese from the West Coast,
just on account of what a single
person said publicly in connection

with Japanese-American relations
or Japanese-Chinese relations.
They’re certainly resting their
case onaslender thread.”

Ito also revealed that until now
he’d been ambivalent on the issue
of redress. But he added, “Now
that I know how determined the
government apparently is to try
to harm the Japanese Americans,
I’'m all for redress so we canget to
rock bottom and determine once
and for all our position.

“Some have taken the position
that Japanese Americans have
been fully vindicated and consid-
ered loyal Americans on par with
the general population, se why
bring it up? But after this conver-
sation, [Isee] it’s still an unsettled
issue and we should get to the bot-
tom of this.” :
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Visual Communications executive
administrator Linda Mabalot (2nd
from left) and Atlantic Richfield
Foundation communications di-

. rector Abbert Greenstein display a

$5,000 award given VC by ARCO
for development of photographic
archives. Lookingon are VC board
president Doug Aihara and VC de-



at-large positions on their Board
of Directors up for election in Oct-
ober of this year, and nominations
are now open for these positions,
it was announced by LEC Chair
Minoru Yasui.

Comprised of a total of 15 mem-
bers serving staggered 3-year
terms, the LEC Board of Direc-
tors includes seven nominated by
the National JACL Board and
eight at-large members who are
representative of the Japanese
American community or interest-
ed individuals committed to the
redress issue. The dual responsi-
bilities of the LEC are fund rais-
ing and defining/ implementing
legislative strategies for passage
of national redress legislation.

Nominations forms may be ob-
tained by writing to Nominations
Chair Cherry Kinoshita, 3520 S.
Thistle, Seattle, WA 98118, with
completed forms to be returned
by August 31, 1985 when mail

SKills, preferaply with some re-
dress involvement. '

Currently the at-large board
members include: Min Yasui,
LEC Chair, Denver; David Nikai-
do, Washington, D.C.; Shig Waka-
matsu, Chicago; Grant Ujifusa,
New York; Dr. James Tsujimura,
Portland; Joseph Rauh, Washing-
ton, D.C.; Arthur Morimitsu, Chi-
cago; and Grayce Uyehara, West
Chester, PA. Members represent-
ing JACL are: Frank Sato, nation-
al president, Washington, D.C.;
Harry Kajiﬁara, Oxnard; Dr.
Yosh Nakashima, San Francisco;
Rose Ochi, Monterey Park; Den-
ny Yasuhara, Spokane; Dr. Kaz
Mayeda, Detroit; and Kinoshita,
Seattle.
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HOUSE OF GOLD, INC.
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Across St. John's Hosp.
Santa Monica, CA.

2032 Santa Monica Bivd,

KIRK ISHIZUKA 828-0911

PUBLIC AUCTION!

Int'l Building Products
5300 Tchoupitoulas, New Orleans
Two Days, July 25 & 26, 1985

Inspection/registration 7/22, 23
& 24 week of the sale, from 9:00-
4:00. This is an on site sale, with
over 3,000 lpleces, as property
has been sold & everything must
go!!! %

Fork lifts, 2000-8000 lbs/assem-
bly lines/dust collectors/
boilers/gate valves/complete
machine shop/compressors/
shears/brakes/hoppers.
blenders & mixers; dry & wet/
wenches/pumps/gang saws/ov-
ens/paint lines/ ALL office, lab
equip & fixtures/doors/walls/
plumbing/lighting/ ALL re-
maining INVENTORY: con-
crete asbestos/corrugated, flat,
roofing, siding insulation, ete.
For additional information, con-
tact: SENCORE AUCTION
SERVICE, ‘“The Producers”,
504-241-9393, 241-9395. Tim Mutz,
Auctioneer, LA. License: 347-

586.

NOW AVAILABLE ON THE MAINLAND

Hawaii’s Number One
Hawaiian Host. Chocolates

CHOCOLATE COVERED MACADAMIA NUTS

WHOLE A

NG NALYES B
CHOCOUNTE COVERED. —

& CARAMELS * DRY ROASTED-SALTED ' ,
MACADAMIA NUTS e BRITTLES & CHEWS o g 87 .. NUTS
COCONUT CANDIES « HAWAIIAN JAMS & S 3 s
JELLIES » HAWAIIAN HONEY * SPECIAL
GOURMET PACKAGE.

WET WEISHT: 8 azs.

Call Us for Fund-Raising
Sales Promotions

Hawaiian Host Chocolates
15601 S. Avalon Boulevard
Gardena, California 90248

Phone (213) 532-0543

PLANT TOURS AVAILABLE BY APPOINTMENT

NEW CAR LOAN RATE

Used car loans 13.75% APR
No prepayment penalty fee
Free insurance on loans & savings
IRA accounts available

Now over $6.5 million in assets

Select your new car
loan with the same care and
consideration you use in choosing the right car.
Automobile financing has been one of our spe-
cialties for over 30 years. Come to Sumitomo for
low competitive rates and fast action.

«» Sumitomo Bank

Sumitomo Bank of California

Member FDIC

75%

NATIONAL JACL Post Office Box 1721

CREDIT UNION

Salt Lake City, Utah 84110

Telephone (801) 355-80_40 ;




