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e cantake a clear
stand for justice and
recognize that serious
injustices weredone to
Japanese Americans
duringWorld War ]Lé;%

BYRON GOTO 9




SCHOOL ASSIGNMENT

today a man in fatigues

with an uzi killed

one cambodian and five vietnamese children
six to eight years old

in Stockton, California

he just sprayed the playground with bullets
killed six wounded thirty Asia kids
just like that

some say he said 'victory’
before he pulled the trigger of the revolver
he'd put to his right temple

the police said it was not racial
Koppel on Nightine failed to ask if it was racial

today my child

has an assignment from school
write about a current event
who what where when why
he's scared to go to school now

asks, is everybody inside yet?

when he asks me why
i look into his eyes
and know no answer

JOHN HAYAKAWA TOROK
1994
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ASIAN AMERICAN
LEGAL DEFENSE AND
Frdgess EDUCATION FUND

Official Position Statement on
Japanese American Redress

by Asian American Legal Defense
and Education Fund (AALDEF)

AALDEEF supports redress for the over 120,000 Japanese Americans
who were incarcerated in concentration camps during Word War II
because of their race and national origin. This deprivation of fun-
damental constitutional rights by all branches of the United States
government was blatandy racist and cconomically motivated. It
must never be allowed to occur again.

AALDEEF advocates affirmative measures both to redress the wrongs
suffered by Japanese Americans in the 1940’s and to deter such acts
in the future. To accomplish these goals, AALDEF supports direct
monetary payments to all Japanese Americans who were interned,
despite the fact that their personal and property losses can never by
fully compensated. Moreover, AALDEF supports other actions
designed to educate Americans about this historic injustice and to
prevent future government abridgements of individual rights.
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“Community Service Since 1945

396 Broadway, New York. N.Y 10013

Thursday. February {3, 1992

iversar W internment--

Japanese Americans everywhere
to mark Day of Remembrance

Youngsters walk alongside barracks housing in Minidoka, ¢
1943. Courtesy Hatate Family Collection.

Internment show opens
at Wing Luke Museum
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A SONG FOR
REDRESS/REPARATION

(To the tune: "Batde Hymn of the Republic)

Oh, forty years have passed and yet a people can’t forget
A presidential order that a nation should regret

An order that uprooted and then made incarcerees

Of a single ancestry

Chorus:

It's time for redress/reparation
Restitution from our nation
Justice calls for compensation
For 120,000 wronged!

To deserts, swamps, and mountains we were sent across the land
To concentration camps for war’s duration it was planned

We victims of hysteria and greed and bigotry

Of Japanese ancestry.

Chorus:

And yes, our brothers, fathers, sons went on to volunteer
And gave their lives in sacrifice,our futures to secure

A Regiment has carved a name in U.S. history

Of Japanese ancestry!

Chorus:

(Sing slowly) And many were those left behind in camp-deserted
graves

(Sing slowly) And those whose lives were shattered or whose minds
could not be saved

Bur facts will be recorded of this great catastrophe

Of Japanese Ancestry!

It's time for redress/reparation
Restitution from our nation
Justice calls for compensation

That no others will be wronged!

(Repeat last chorus three times, last line to end on high

note the last time)

YURI KOCHIYAMA
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