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~ Knocked out German vehicles littered the roads north of Rome.

PRE -WAR
BOUNRDARYS




G ROWING from a few squadrons info two mighty airforces, America
air power played its full share ‘in the Mediferranean victories
Targets lay in Africa, Sicily, laly, France, Austria, Yugoslavia, Greece
Roumania, Czechoslovakia, and Germany and the 12th and 15th a
forces tock -them as they came.

As well as tactically supperting the ground ivoops, American amnen'
flying from Mediterranean bases participated in the greal campaig
which crushed the Lufiwaffe, strangled the German oil mduslry a
crippled the German ftransportation system. i

For the men who flew the planes those missions meant sweating o
flak and enemy fighlers. For the men who kept the planes in the a
there were long hours of work and leng hours of waiting.

The lines of blasted German tarks and trucks, the demolished bridg
flaitened railroad yards, and batiered faclories ieshfled to lhe kind Bl
of job they did.

Wholmlc desfruction of the Luftwalfe was hﬂlod out in support of the Mayoﬂensivc. ; 3 Rallnid_yuds were vifal targefs.
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periods, Fifth Army communi-
ed: “‘Pafrols were active.”

activity fo last a long while.
thily alm a rocky path
‘mines; _all the noises of night in no-man’s land.
were flares, fire-fighls, morfars, arfillery and
';Mooil‘:‘ios,mdmgoiz:n. N 'Iong-
They sought information; looked crossings alor
s; went for Kraut oulposts; hunted Germans; and
ambush. 1t fook a couple of hours fo reach an
ve and 20 minules {0 come back. They wenf
_whether it was raining or freezing cold. The wea-
no difference. 2 ‘
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i(_mm always left mines.

MUD, MULES,
MOUNTAINS,

[\

Pvi. Allon l(noppcnbm (Icm.
the 3rd Division at Anzio.

ERICANS learned in Jtaly there was
 easy way to win the war. It was
brought home again and again that tanks,
planes, and guns are jusi members of a
“whose purpose is to make it possible
a dogface to crawl from one hole o
er. -

was an infanfryman’s war. There
as slimy, stinking mud thai got in your
es, your hair, and your chow. Ammu-
ifion, wafer and rations had fo be hauled
y mules. There were mountains —
Maggiore, Cairo, Majo, Altuz-
~and Grande. There were mines
 the l(raufs could lay them —
ines, Schu minos, concrete mines,

, and Teller mines. s
ihm were men — Americans who
feared ind fought like Heli Oo
Krauts out of llaly i

§ 1Cih Mounfain Div. me (“ad
evacuztien’ to get ‘Fev WOoL




: : . i No one was safe at Anzio.
g ack_boys had plenty fo do. :
ACROSS a flat, green, difch-crossed beachhead, approximately 10 miles deep
and 10 miles wide, American and British soldiers fought one of the bravest
-actions of the entire war.

The Fifth Army struck at Anzic, 31 miles south of Rome. The landings were
made against light opposition 22 January. Eight days later when the 3rd Di ;
and the Rangers aftacked Cisterna, the Germans had ringed the Boacbhnd with
six divisions. Our aftacks were stopped cold. :

German reinforcements rushed foward the Beachhead and during February and
early March, the Kraufs launched three great attackks fo drive ﬂ:e Fifth Army back
info the sea. Men iof the 3rd, 45th and st Afmored divisions, the 13! Sp«:fal :
Service Force, and the Brifish dug in and held. z

Through April and May the Beachhead was meﬂodadpgg«slabbinglnb
the German right flank. During the drivo on Rome, it was the key fo viciory
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