Statemant for the March to Send the Sha Howme--Dec, 8, 1979

The blatant racism and hysteria that is being perpetrated against
Iranians--both nationals and citizens--throughout America is a stark re-
minder of what we Japanese Americans experienced 37 years ago during World
war II,

The similarit®eef the hostilities, violence, vandalism, taunts, and
harrassments that is ircreasingly becoming a par', of Iranian peoples! lives
must stop!

Two cays ago, a 15 year old Iranian student at up-stvate Chappaqua
High School was beaten unconscious. Two lranian siudenis who were to be
deported from Baltimorc a few nites ago were wiiisked off the plane here

and teken to
in New York and-eammsested jall but noone seems to know which jail, Seven
from New York are being held in the Brooklyn House of Detention. Chicaro
has already deported two students,

Greenville Technical Bollege in South Carolina auspended 104 iranien
students on Nov, 22 and told them they would not return until all the
American hostages in Iran are released unharmed,

Vandals ransacked an Iranian restaurant and smashed 2 plate glass win-
dows of an Iranian travel agency above it in San Francisco., The Persian
rug in the restaurani was torn off; tables were overturned, glasses were
broken, seats slashed, and food splattered in the kitchen,

Iranian students in Berkcley had to paint over the name "Iran HouSe"
to keep a low profile. '"We get 50 to 60 threatening phone calls a day,"
they said.

At San Francisco State, a drunken American socked an Iranian student
in the face when he was strolling down the street, Business has fallen
drastically at a rersian rug company in Marin County where the owner said,

"Life has turned into a nitemare" since the &ake-over.



N

An Iranian student who was \taken to the Santa Rita jail in 3an
Franciszo for deporiation hearings was beaten while in custody; 3 others
said they were mistreated; were denied food and water for 2 days; awakened
at 3 in the morning and punched in the face, OCther iranians said they
were taken to jail for mere {raffic tickets and terrorized behind-the wall.

Someone from New York called the State Dept. on Dec. 4 and threaten-—
ed to kidnap and execute 50 Iranian students if harm comes to Aacrican
hostages.

At the Los Angeles Colisewn, some 6000 Americans came together shout-
ing before the television cumeras: "Nuke Iran" and "Bomb Iran," "Zap the
Ayatollah.,"™ In Columbus, Ohio. the chants were: "Kagasaki and Hiroshima.
Wiy not Irani®

The fury is definitely btuilding. H§steria can be very dangerous,

#e Japanese Americane can never forget. At the outbreak of world war II,
within 2/, hours, 1,300 Japanese were picked up by the FBI, In a short
wiile, an 5 C' clock curfew and a 5-mile trave. ban were imposed on all
Japanese. Japanese—n:ericans lost jJobs; we:e told to leave college campus-—
es; were accosted on the streets, Japanese businesses were closed; their
money was frozen. iluses were stoned. Soue farms were set on fire. 4
Chinese in Seattle was mistaken for Japanese and gruesomely killed. in
elderly Japanese committed suicide in the Terminal Island Frison.

Then on February 19, only 3 months after the bombing of Pearl Harbor,
which history hzs now surfaced that it was egged on by the U.S. govermsent
(Just as is happening for Iran right now)--Pres. Rcosevelt announced his
Executive Order to ewvucuate all peoples of Yapanese ancestry from thc entire
West Coast and intern then for the duraticn of the war in camps in the in-
terior.

One of the reasons for the incarcera‘ion, as has been documented, was



for the purpose of using the incarcerated Japanese as hostages for
imerican prisoner-exchange., And exchanges did take place twice during
the war.

So—today, when we see the United States charging Iran in the inited
Nation's Security Council of taking hostages--we Japanese-lq;ericans won-
der how United States could have the gall tc do so. United States did
not not just grab 50 people. The number was 12C,000 people of Japanese
ancestry of which 70 # were Am:rican citizens; and not one of these peo-
rle were given due process of law. iwot one act of sabotage was ever
comitted. Sadly, no voices were raised for us.

e Japanese-A"‘ericans want to share tnis experience and speak out

thAT tHiS will NEVIR HAFPLH TO ANOTHER PEOFLE AGAIN!



