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‘ﬁﬁ%ggdmz, Agle, and in particulsr, the Philippine islands, were
colonized by the same sct of American jingoism 28 it had colonised
the islend of Pusrto Rieo., The same American battleghips, driven by
the same frenzied desire for markets, capital and the quest for coloe
nisl domimation, had gunned down the Philippino people sas they had
mowed down the petriets of Puerte Rico,

odsy, Aslans from Hong Kong, South Korea, the Philippines, etc,,
and Puerto Ricans from Puerto Rico live under the same roof in the slum
of the lower east side, suffer the same animsl like treatments in the
public hospitals and breath the same stinking alr from the dirty streete
of: New York. Under these conditions, it is no wonder that Asian and
Puerto Ricen psople strugsle sgainat the raclist educational ram which
parpatuslly @anﬂzﬁ%m ¥z to the ghetto: march side by side in same
pleket lines ageinst the wretchad work conditions in sweat ahio anad
thelr illegal wage scales; =nd fight side by side for better jobs, for
Qxﬁmﬁl&@ iv the conetruction industry. Our Asian and Puerto Ricen peope
leg heve faced weal and woe together through thick and thin throughout

thq%% gtrugeles.
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Colonisi subjugstion in the past and natlional oppression here and now
tightly bind our twe people together with a common deatiny. tUnited we
stand, divided we fall. That 1s why we have te support Puerto Rican
independence. We must now take up the fight for Fusrto Ricenm indspens
dence just es we did for our kith and kin of Indo«China, who have fought
long end hard against U.S. imperisliem and for independence,

o nation can be free 17 it oppresses another npation. The strength
that the Americsn ruling clasgs derives from the wppression of Puerto
Rieo, shacklas the Americen working class. On the other hand, the liber=
ation of Puerto Rico helps to weaken the cruel syatem af - Americean
moniepoly capitalisem and helpe the American peoples struggle for thelir
emancipation, Thus our future is bound up with the success of sach others
struggle and the support we lend to each other.

Why do the Puerto Rican people want indspendence?

For meny years, the fertile islands of Puerto Rleo was domlnated by
Spain. Since 1353, it hes been & formal colony of the U.S.

Liltary,

U.8. imperislism, through its corporetions, govermment and
slopmentes

hes suppressed Pusrio Rico's politiecal, sconomlc and gocial
denylng the Puerto Rican people of all their rights as & nation
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«The U.5. controls clilzenship, migration, communicstions. .o
recdio end teievislon in Puerto Rigmg % inications, education,

«The U.8, aleo has control ever all trade and currency. U,S5. corpe
orctions aueh s 1 the oil and copper industries, sxtract trémenw
dous profite from the netursl rescsurces. the labor ofthe people and
by usling Puerto ss ¢ mearhet)

«The working people in Puerto Rico are aexplolted as » cheap labor

o source; while the vuemployment rate s 30%., Many Pusrto Ricans

kept in such povwerly, have baen forced ts leave Puerto Rico, on{y
te be used aprin as a cheap labor source here in the 11,85,

w«13% of the islr/nd’s best agrieultural land is aoccupled by U.5. milie
- tary bases. The presence of the militsry iz 51go used ‘o» polie
eal represiion of the Pusrto Ricen peopla.

The Pusrto Rican pgecple have a hilstory of fighting to defend their
netional cvights, Tddey the indapendence movement is rxapildly growing,
with rationwide labor strikes, student struggles, ete. Th's resistence
fieg brousht the eeionlal situation of “verto Rico to world «ttention,
includin, dizcassicn im the U, N,

W

Puorto Rleo’s fight for pelitiesl independemce, to bresk the colanial
time and free themselves froo imporieiist uwntroig is an dmportant ondwe
in order that Fuerto Rlco csn rightfully deveiop ite independen: sconomy
sotlel aystem, cultural life, ete,

Like Viastnem, the Puerto Ricvan independence mwovement is part of &
wokldwlda upsurge of the oppressed peoples sgsinst imperia fem, psriticue
loegly in the Third World. Arsund the world, more peoples nations, and
tountries want to Jdetermine rtheir futures without impmriaiist interfere

ance or domine tion,
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prosented by the islan Ad Hoe Committes, on the second saturday
in Octobarwese (etobar 12 :
7:30 p.m,
at United Asian Center, 43 W, 28¢th Street

Sponsored by Asian Ad
Hoc Committee to Support
October 27--Puerto Rican
Independence
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