Al
C3STRUCTING JUSTICE

fny prcpcsel te previde individuasl monetarv redress peyments by the
Unitec Stetes Gevernment to Jepanese Arericens fer the vicletion of their
Constitutionel rights during World wer 11 usuelly eroﬁses some oppcsiticn
among the older white voters who were brein-weehed by the intense
enti-Jepanese propagende during the first hslf of this century.

Faced with thie situetion, the five Jepanese Americen legisletors
ncw serving in Congress‘ncticeably withheld even their slightest gesture
of support for the "World Wer II Jepenese Americen Humen Rights Violea-
tions Redrees Act" (H.Rk. 5377) which wee introduced by Congressmen Mike
Lowry in Ncvemoer 1979. Instead, the five politiciens, in & meneuver to
evcid confroanting the besic Constitutionel issues involved and risking
the ire of some of the older Csucesian votere, heve gt last succeeded
in getting their "Qommiesion on Wertime Relocetion end Internment of

Civiliesns Act" enected into law.

It is epperent from the large number of nemes of Ceucesien co-spon-
eors thet much effort hed gone intc loobying for the letter bill. Ecuel-
ly significent is the fact thet et the June 2, 1580, heering by the House
Subcommittse, lobbvist Mike Meseoke was allowed the role of principesl
speeker end used 25 minutes to meke his presentestion while 2ll others
were limited to 10 minutes esch. Not content with limiting his remarks
to urging the spprovel of the bill to estsblish & study Commissioa, he
vigorously ettecked the Lowry redress bill.

The sterk contresst between Messoka's speech strongly endorsing re-
dress at the 1976 Nstional J.A.C.L. convention in Secrsmento and his
present position on the Lowry bill prcbably reflects Masscka's response
to the feers of the five Jepenese Americen legisletors over the poseible
threat tc their cwn politicalsfcrtunes it the proposel for individual
monetery redress ever becomes & reelitv. To Masscke, their remwsining in

oftice sppeers to be cf overriding impertance.
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¥hile cleiming tc represent something celled the Nis=i Lobby, &8 con-
sidereble portion of Mesaoke's speech wes devoted tcreéteblishing hie own
credibility bv heavily emphasizing his peet connection with the Jepenese
Americen Citizens League end his end his brothers' service in the United
Ststes Army in Eurcpe during World Wer II. No cleim wes made, however,
thet he hed ever lived in the concéntretion cemps. It is my understand-
ing thet Mesaoka never spent any time as & reguler inmate in the prison
cemps which were built as e result of Zxecutive Crder 6066. 1If this is
the cese, it would help to explain his seeming inebility to understsnd
what imprisonment in those cemps reelly meent tc the victims.

"The Jepenese Americen Creed", which wes included by Mesaoka &s e
pert of his written presentetion at the House Subcommittee hearing on
Jjune 2nd, is ssid tc heve been written by him end to contain an import-
ent pert of nis perscnel politicel philosophy. Its first sentence
stetes thet "I sm prcud thet I em en Americsen citizen of Jepenese ences-
try for my very background mekes me eppreciate more fully the wonderful
edventeges of this Netion". It then continues with such humble and ful-
scme preise cf slmoet everything ebout America that meny white Americens
find resding it emberrassing. T

It might be suiteble ss e declerstion mede toc some king bv e newl}
freed race of former slaves proclaiming their totsl subservience and
lovalty to their ruler for his kindnees tc so unworthy & grcup. The
United Stetes, however, is supposed to be a democracy where sovereignty
rests in ell its citizens and all persons are equal oefore its lews.
Messoke's "Creed", therefore, amounts to en apolcgetic self-declsrestion
of the imegined racisl or ethnic inferiority of Japanese Americens end a
promise of complete submissiqn to end utter trust in the white me jority.

Mssaoka's Nisei Lobby is something which practically no one had

heerd cf pefore he eppeared at the June 2nd House Subcommittee hesring.
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Hie cleim thet the J.A.C.L. slsc opposes the Lowrv bill hee subeeovently
twice been denied by Ron keksbeveshi cf the J.£.C.L. Netionel Committee
tor Redress. Meesoxa's cleim tc be svesking fcr ell Japenese Americans
ie of even more questioneble vslidity.

The right to epesk fcr eny group of people cen only be given by the
freely expreseed will of e mejority of guch group cr by their freely

elected representetives. No such vote or electicn of eny kind wes ever

helé at eny time which geve the right to spesk tor asll Jeveneee Americens

to either Mssacke cr the j.A.C.L.!

With the srreet end internment bv the F.B.I. of almest ell the reel
leeders of the Jepsnese Americen communities in the devs following Lecem-
ber 7, 1941, precticellv sll Jepaneee hrwericen organizeticns, except the
J.A.C.L., ceesed tc functicn., The J.A.C.L. wes the only Jepenece Arericen
orgenizetica whose exiestence the United Stetes Government seemed to ep-
prove end wes the cnly one which Government cfficiels chese to deel with
ae "representing" Jepenese Americens.

The J.#.C.L., it should be noted, is primerily & scciel orgenizetion.
Many of its chepters meet onlv once or twice a yeer. Its psid-up member-
ghip of ercund 24,000 constitutes spproximetely three percent cf the to-
tal Jepeneee fmericen population cf the United Stetes. Cn the besie cf
theee figures alcne, eny posturing by J.4.C.L. leaders es being
representetive of sll Jevenese Americens is obvicus nonsense.

Ccnirerv to Meseoke's stetements, the Japenese Americens went to the
cemps quietly beceuse in the fece of the threet cf the use of militery
force by tre Government, effective reeistence was pleinly not poesible.

To describe the behavior of the victims, es Mseescks hee done, as "e die-
ciplined dieplev of lovelty esnd fsith in the Americen wev unmetched in
hietcry" is e grotesqgue falsi}icaticn of'the hesrt-rending truth.

Mseecke seeme unawere that the essence of Americesnism is reeistence
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to tyranny. It is not week-knsed submiesion to tyrenny end crewling for
the spproval of Government officiels.

In attecking the Lowry bill's sttempt to provide eome correlation
between the smounts to be paid end the time spent in the cemps, the Ni-
sei Lobbv has revesled a smug indifference to the sufferings of fhe Issei
(first generetion'Jgpanese Americens). Messoke sounds outrsged thet the
Lowry pill would result in lsrger peyments to "those who deliberetely
steyed in cemp end took adventage of the government's food and clothing
allowences" end thet the young who left cemp eerly would be "penalized"
bv receiving less. Let the Nisei Lobby end its lobbyist be reminded thet
prectically no one went to those cemps by chcice or stayed in them because
he loved the places. Those who were shble to leave esrly because they hed
the youth, ebility, or financiel resources to do so ere not likely to
object to the 515 a dey peid to those unfortunastes whose circumstances
forced them to remein in those prison cemps until the end.

His other objections to the Lowry bill displasy a eimilar quality
of logic.

Instead of spesking for all Japenese Americens es Msseoke has claim-
ed, he seems really to be speeking forvonly e very limited groupsr Quite
often such persons ere relatively successful in their fields end have
reached middle clese status. During their cereers, they have found thet
they were sided in some way by a white person who knew of the World Wer 1l
exile end irpriscnment of Jepenese Americans end who out of e eense of
vicaricus giilt over the injustice went cut of his way to do his bit to
redress the wrong by favcring the Jspenese fAmericen when en opportunity
arose.

If s meeningful redress bill such &s Lowry'e H.R. 5977 were enected
intc lew, euch vicerious guift feelinge amcng Ceucasisns wculd tend tc

diseppeer. To some Japeneee Americens the eliminsticn of such guilt
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feelinge cculc be & fer grester lcss tc their present end future eernings
possibilities than could be offeet by e mere $30,000 redrese check from
the Gecvernment. Msvbe thie is whast the Nisei Lobby reellv hee in mind
when its lcbbyist cleime thst the Lowry bill "cheepens whet hesppened to
us" end thet "no amcunt of mcney cen compensete us fcr whet we endured in
those ﬁragic times".

It is significént thet the Commiesicn bill which wee peesed dcees not
even menticn the pcgsible coneidereticn of individvel compensetion end
thet the word "redrese" is totelly excluded frem its text. Although the
bill provides for the crestion of o seven men Commission "to review the
facts and circumetsnces eurrounding Executive Crder 90€6, issued Feb-
ruery 19, 1942, end the impsct of such Executive Crder on Americsn citi-
zens end permenent reeident sliens end to recommend sppropriste remedies”,
tctelly excluded ere anv suggeetions cr hints of whst "reﬁedies“ might
be desirsble or eppropriate.

The only certein cutccme cof thie bill will be to delav eny poseible
peseege cf & genuine redress bill for et least two mcre yesrs. It thus
serves to denv even token justice to the meny repidlv eging victims of

tr.e Evacuvation Crders who will die during that time. :

Massoke's Nisei Lobby appears to be dogmeticelly oppcsed to indi-,
vidual mcneterv redrese end the five Japesnese Americen legisletors in
Congress hsve coldlv ignored the forthright redress bill intrcduced bv
Congreesmen Lowry. Let us hope thet the persons appointed to the Com-
missicn will heve the wisdom snd concerr for justice to see through the
ergumente end mctives cf those oprosed tc individuel monetery redress
end eddress themselvee tc meking the recommendaticns which will prove to
the world thet thie nation's Constitution is 8 living document end that
eech individuel who hee been ‘wronged by cur Covernment's violeting the
previeicne of our Constituticn is rightfullv entitled tc just end
reascneble redress.

Shcsuke Seseki Aups 15, 1980



