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And the court Complaint mekes it all seem worthwhile. In well over 100
paragraphs, it lays out a litany of allegations and causes of action. The
allegations include all the now familiar ones of the suddenness of the
notice to pack and leave; the barbed wire confines in desolate areas; THE
tar-papered barracks; the placement of an entire family in a single cubicle,
or with strangers to improve space utilization; the loss of property, dig
nity, and self-esteem; the abuse of the aged and infirm, their suffering
and even death; the extremes of temperatures from 120 above to 40 below --
plus many new ones which identify conspiracies and activities within the
government to keep us locked up illegally, to prevent our access to the
courts, -and to keep us from exe“0151r our constitutionally guaranteed
freedoms.

S

It ds a beautiful decument. It spells out ourisrievances iu
ment as has never before been done. Just the allegations of
60 paragraphs.

They are followed by 20 causes of action -- much counts® ina criminal
indictments  The causes of action cite mainly constitutional violetions,
such as due process, equal protection, freedom of speech, assembly, reli-
gion, and so forth, as well as violations of the law. Now we finally do
understand the extent and depth of our injury.

And this document is ‘not a book or a magazine article or a piece of fancy
publicity for prime-time viewing. It is an historic demand for justice
from the. courts of our nation. It is an historic demand from all 120,000
victims, alive or their descendants, for relief. The relief is spelled out
as $10,000 per cause of action. With 20 such causes, the total per victim
is 920050008 Fhel sum' for all Victins IS 24 billion dollars, although the
bottom llne figures may vary and the number of causes of action may grow

or shrink.

When the Complaint is on file with the court, we will publish all of it for
our supporters and readers to reviev.

As in any complicated legal case, we may not succeed in every cause of

action. Nor does the writing f the Complaint remove any of the obstacles

Q

that still stand in our path to win in court. As we have stated over and
over again, success in our lawsuit remains a high~risk venture. The govern-
ment, no doubt will seek to avoid responsibility because of the statute of
limitations and "sovereign immunity.' These, and other legal ooguacles,

are anticipated. Our legal counsel are prepvared tc counter them as fore

fully as possible. But whatever the cutcome, the Complaint will become
an official court document in our demand for justice. It is not the will
of some commission. t is not the will of a compromised Congress. It is
our will. And that's the way it should be.

Peace,
Gy
5 R
William Hohri

P.S. The artwork and lettering of ou

r last newsletter was done entirely
by Eddie Sato. Hurrah! for Eddie!



Letter from Jeremy Mott, June 15, 1982

The NCJAR newsletter must have many other readers who, like me, read every
issue from beginning to end but never write to tell you how interesting
the newsletter is and how concerned and gratified they are about the
rogress of the redress movement. Bless you!

The latest newsletter leads me to enclose another small contribution for
NCJAR, and my experience at the gigantic pro-disarmament and anti-nuclear-
weapons march in New York City on June 12 prompts me to write to you. 1
doubt if you took part yourselves, with what must be a busy schedule.
Possibly you have already received other first-hand reports from friends
or family members. Even so, the march was so huge that each participant,
like each of the blind men who examined the elephant in the old tale, will
have a different story to tell.

Judy, Mary Hannah, and I were walking east across Manhattan (in the middle
of 42nd St Lo less) about 11:00 A.M. when we found thet the marchers
were already coming west towards us from the United Nations. Apparently
the march began early, to relieve crowding at the gathering points. After
dodging a police and marshals' line, and walking for several blocks in
almost a circle, we reached the march near Grand Central Terminal. A huge
number of giant puppets from the Bread and Puppet Theater passed us, along
with some thousands of Vermonters, and then several large groups of foreign
demonstrators, came along. The largest foreign contingent (except for the
Canadians, some with signs in English, some with signs in French, some bi-
lingual) was surely the Japanese, and by luck we came upon it now, preceded

by a Tibetan and Tibetan-American group with signs denouncing Chinese nuclear

tests in Tibet.

Of course it was no surprise that there were so many Japanese marching. I
can remember enormous Japanese anti-nuclear-weapons demonstrations, with

millions of demonstrators, from my boyhood 1n the mid-fifties. As one might
expect considering their history, the Japanese, with very few pacifists among

them, must be the most fervently opposed to nuclear war of all the world's
nations. There were groups of what I guessed were Buddhist monks, dressed
in orange robes and beating drums; there were delegations from Japanese
Christian churches; and there were large groups from the Gensuikyo, the
largest Japanese peace group -- even though hundreds of Gensulkyo nembers
who asked to come to the march were excluded from the U.S. by immigration
offiedals:s

The Gensuikyo contingents included many survivors of the Hiroshima and
Nagasaki atomic bomb attacks, who held up signs with large photographs of
the devastated cities and mutilated human bodies and piles of corpses that
those bombings produced. Many were loudly and angrily chanting "o more
Hiroshimas! No more Nagasaki: No more hibakusha!' Some were carrying
thousands of origami cranes, like those made by Sadako, which they were
giving away to anyone who would take them.
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Here, between two Gensuikyo contingents, we joined the march. No other
place would have been so appropriate for one with my views., Pacifist as

I am, opposed to all war as un-Christian, I don't believe that "ordinary"
war (at least as war was usually carried on during the last few centuries
before World War II) is nearly as evil as the various techniques of mass
extermination that were developed during World War II -- the German con-
centration camps, the British destruction of German cities by fire bombs
and firestorm, the American destruction of Japanese cities by fire bombs
and firestorm, and ultimately the destruction of two Japanese cities by
atomic bombs, dropped by U.S. airmen, under Presidential orders. (Further-
more, these extermination techniques, sometimes wrongly thought of as types
of war but actually far worse, threaten the future of all of us far more
than ordinary war, and as one sign I sav stated "I don't want to die.")

It is mainly because I am so opposed to these modern forms of 'extermination
war" or "apocalyptic war" or whatever you want to call it that I am, in my
1ittle way, a supporter of NCJAR. To be sure, America's concentration
camps were not built or used as extermination camps. However, the early
German concentration camps were built as prisons for those with the wrong
ideology or race also; only after almost a decade of operation did the
German concentration camps become extermination camps. Considering American
racism, which surely was a factor in the decision to drop atomic bombs on
Japanese cities, it seems to me possible thalt American concentration caumps,
if ever again allowed to exist, night also eventually become extermination

camps .

It was a good peace march. 1 felt almost honored to be able to be with the
hibakusha. All of us, especially Mary Hannah (now .7 years old), were almost
showered with gifts from Gensulkyo members -- origami cranes, dove and crane
badges, Japanese peace buttons, anti-war poems, written compleints about the
exclusion of many Gensuikyo. It struck me that this exclusion must have
been the "final straw" convincing hundreds or even thousands of Americans
to join ‘the march and take the ple cluded. Later it also
struck me that this exclusion Was o Yateouplic. hundred ferventl
J. the march, because of the

while thousands of home-

, and@ marched in militant, war-

anti-war but gentle Japanese Were
tenuous Communist affiliations ef .the 15Ul
grown U.Se Communists coul d
ike, "revolutionary" fash
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As our portion of the march passed the Dakota apartment house where John
Lennon and his family lived (and where he was kxilled by Mark David Chapman
in 1980), the Americans started.singing his song "Give Peace a Chance."

At the park entrance, we left the line of march; by now it was 3:00 Psbie
and I had to leave to go to work. So I never made it to either the rally
at the UN origin of the march or the rally at the Central Park destination.
Nevertheless it was an unforgettable day, especially because of the Gensui-
kyc, with their terrible pictures, thelr angry chants, and thelr origami

Q

o

Cranese.

Asian American
Studies Center



Asian American
Studies Center

JACL in quest of justice: A Critical Review by William Hohri

Bill Hosokawa'! 2 foth Sl Sei S .
%} 1 Hosokawa's lateft book begins candidly enough. He likens the story of the
JACL to the tale of Rashomon, a tale of rape, in which each of the characters

1 x e RN L 4 4
?e_%s a un}que version, none agreeing with the other. Hosokava, of course, pre-
tends to give us the authentic, objective history. But he winds up as only an-
ik . . . ‘-
other in the cast of characters. The book is & history of the Japanese American
Citizens League., Like all histories, stories, drama, art, culture, it tends to

o 1O = <+ - - o e T | 3 ) 2 e -
define what we are., It goes considerably beyond the JACL and into the history
of Japanese America., It clothes us with our consciousness. So it must be evalu-
ated for its effect upon uss

D

=

The term "Japanese American," hyphen-less, is -the self-conscious creation of
the JACL. It was promoted, quite successfully, to denote American citizens
of Japanese ancestry and to exclude Japanese nationals. The JACL, in its
early years, struggled valiantly to achieve an all-American identity. In

the thirties, Wheaties, the Breakfast of Champions, was promoted by the radio
character of Jack Armstrong, the All-American Boy. All young boys strove to
fulfill this heroic image. So it's no wonder that the JACL was (and still
remains) an exclusive club for American citizens. But Hosokawa extends
“"Japanese American' to all of us and thereby does our history and ourselves

a great disservice. For the term excludes my parents and my oldest brothers
and sister, all of whom were born in Japan. They were certainly part of
Japanese America. They were Japanese-Americans. I suppose that as a private
club, the JACL may be permitted to exclude non-citizens. But the insinuation
of such exclusion to the rest of the community is inaccurate and distressing.

The anecdotal part of the book is interesting enough. Some of  the names are
familiar. And it fills out the identities of those with whom one had only a
nodding acquaintance. Not all the names appear. And some that do seem
trivialized. I missed the mention of Frank Sakamoto, who must be considered
Mr. Chicago JACL. Richard Akagi was much more than "Masaoka's assistant."
And Togo Tanaka's outspoken opposition to the Walter-McCarran Act is missing.
But a book must be selective. Hosokawa seems fair-minded encugh. He states
his desire to resist revisionist tendencies. So he does display some of the
JAC I's soiled laundry, such as the flap over Ushio and Sugiyama. He even in-
cludes a picture of Warren Furutani. But the book suffers other lapses which

are unforgiveable. It is revisionist history with a JACL bias.

The critical war years remain unexplicated. We are left with the impression
that the hostility towards JACLers in the camps was the result of their
jotism and the forced idleness of the internees. There is not a hint

patr

that JACL leaders, such as Fred Tayana, Joe Grant Masaoka, Tokie Slocum, and

others acted as informents for the government. The hostility, which had deadly
sons

menifestations, was evoked by activity, which, equally deadly, caused per 5
including my own father, to be taken away -- from within caup -- without a
particle of due process -- without charges specified, without a hearing, with-
out legal counsel, without judicial reckoning of any sort. The implied but
undefined criminality of this imprisonment made even harsher the life in the
isolation centers and the Dept. of Justice campse. And the acts of informants
did not remain covert. Tokie Slocum testified before a Senate committee about
his fingering of the Manzanar Sixteen, who were whisked away in the aftermath
of the Manzanar riot. FBI agents were sloppy in their interrogation of sus-
pects. The role of the JACL is also confirmed by official documents from the

National Archives,

S —




An FBI report dated January 20, 1942 states:

the Anti-Axis Committee came to Los
Angeles Field Division Office and offered the facilities of the entire
Japanese Americen Citizens League to this Bureau. It had been the
experience of this office that, although the various Japanese organi-
zations, Issei and Nisei, had for some time past volunteered to co-
operate with the Bureau, there had always been a reluctance on their
part to furnish any specific derogatory information concerning any
organization or individual. The former existence of this situation
was freely acknowledged by the Anti-Axis Committee at the time of the
above meeting, but they alleged
changed the attitude of most of
they were now willing to inform
a danger to this country."

"On December 19, 1941, members of

the American-born Japanese, and that
on all individuals who appeared to be

Then further on:

"The following items of interest were recently obtained from various
members of the Japanese American Citizens League, who have requested
that their identities remain anonymous:

the past two years, it has been impossible
of Japan to receive permission to travel to the
until he was thoroughly investigated by the

and was subjected to an interview, in which
th he was wholly in accord

It ‘is ‘claimed that for
fort evcitizen
United States
Japanese Government
e satisfied Japanese officials at

with the policies of the Japanes Government. In addition, an

oath of allegiance to Japan was dewand d from these individualse.
reported that this procedure was followed even in the case

lc
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of Japanese nationals who were resident aliens of the United
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We have reached this decision unanimoysly after examining
facts in light of our national 'the greatest good
the greatest number.'

policy of

|

]

Masaoka, in his statement said, 'We recognize that self-styled martyrs
who-are willing to be jailed in order that they might fight for the
rights of citizenship, as many of them allege, captured the headlines
and the imagination of many more persons than our seeming indifferent
stand.'" |

{
Saburo Kido considered civil disobedience
reasons. the attack on

Hosokawa writes that both Masaoka and
but rejected it for pragmatic, not philosophical,
Yasul sounds a bit more than pragmatism. |

i
Even when he comes to the current history of the redress movement, he errs,
mischievously. The movement for redress was initiated, p“SIed, e
in the seventies by the Seattle Redress anﬂluteeo fhe Lo*rm dr Bill
was initiated by the National Council for Japanese nnerlc@n mainly
“through its supporters in Seattle. And now NCJAR is emt rhec uﬂon tne course
of initiating a class action lawsuit against the United States. None of this
is mentioned. It's the JACL all the way.

(=5

it dlsiicliear thhaitiwhat-we | havesherel is onlytthe house version of the JACL
history. An objective history will require far more honesty and integrity,
far more research and documentation. (The Chuoter Notes are woefully in-

dequate. The repeated citations from Hosokawa's Nisei, shameless. No shame,
as we used to say.) Unfortunately, this book, like other JACL spon sored
books, will form the corpus of literature available on our history, with
outstanding exceptions, such as Michi Weglyn's Years of Infamy. We continue
to squirm under the legacy of our bizarre internment. We continue to be op-
pressed by the self-imposed slogan of those years: The Greatest Good for the
Greatest Number.

some

Ugh! I feel like the rapee. I want my hyphen backe.

From THE NEW YORK NICHIBEI, Thursday, June 10, 1982

Seekmg Plaintiffs for Redress Su1t

The National Councﬂ for Japanese
American Redress is beginning the
search for individuals who will serve as
named plaintiffs in its class action law-

suit against the United States for the
World War II exclusion and detention
. of 120,000 Japanese Americans. These
persons will serve to represent the case
as typical of the 120,000 victims.
Together, they must represent the dif-
ferent types of individuals, experi-
ences, and injuries within the class.
NCJAR has identified about 20
cases of actions (types of legal injury),

including violations of due. process,
equal’ protectlon, freedomf of speech,-
_fair ‘trial, -and- pnvacy nghts. The :

named plamtxffs, NCJAR points out,
must, as:a group, “be able_to assert

claims for all the courses of acuon that

~will be included in its complaint.

o

Last year NCJAR submitted a pro-

" posal to the Commission on Wartime

Relocation and Internment of Civili-

~ans for enablmg legislation which

stated, in part: T %
““In determmmg the proper mea- :
sure of relief, the court may con-
“sider, among other things, pro-
spective “and retrospective losses
due to: deprivation of constitu-

- tional rights, privileges, immuni-- - -

'“;tles, loss‘ of propem/“an_d earn-
ngs, . p_ 'sonal_ mjm'y ain “and
ess, ‘and

While NCJAR is seeking legislation
to overcome legal obstacles, it is not
dependent on the successful enactment
of such legislation. It is prepared to file
its_complaint independently of any
recommendation from the Commis-
sion.
~ According to Wnlham Hohn
NCJAR’s national chalrperson the
suit will probably be filed following the
Commission’s report, which must be

submxtted before the Commission’s -

mandate expires at the end of this year.
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