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Redress & Reparatlons

On July 12, 1980, individuals and organizations from Japanese communities
from throughout the nation met and formed the National Coalition for Redress
and Reparations (NCRR). The NCRR is an active coalition coordinating a
nationwide campaign for justice.

The NCRR has two major aims: (1) To seek restitution for losses and
injuries suffered by Nikkei (persons of Japanese ancestry) and others who were
unjustly evacuated and incarcerated by the U.S. government during World War II,
and (2) to seek preventive steps to insure that similar racist acts and violations
of constitutional rights will never occur again.

On November 15, 1980, the NCRR sponsored a conference that presented
educational, cultural and legal workshops. Over 400 attendees developed
strategies for future activities around the campaign for redress and formally
adopted principles of unity.

Background to the Redress/Reparations Issue

On February 19, 1942, President Franklin Roosevelt signed Executive Order
9066, authorizing the immediate evacuation and incarceration of 120,000 Nikkei.




The U.S. government used the pretext of "military necessity"” to justify the
racist imprisonment of the Japanese, the majority being U.S. citizens. No such
roundup of Germans and Italians occurred. For the next four years, Japanese
lived in barracks under military guard. The ten concentration camps which

housed them were located in the most desolate and remote areas of the United
States.

Aside from what they carried in by hand, all personal possessions were left
behind. Homes, farms and businesses were lost; bank accounts were frozen;
educational and career opportunities were disrupted; and cultural and com munity
ties were destroyed. An estimate by the U.S. Federal Reserve Bank stated that
$400 million worth of property losses alone occurred, expressed in 1942 dollars.

In Alaska, the government conducted a similar erime in the evacuation of
natives of the Aleutian Islands. Here again, "military necessity" caused the
Aleuts to be taken from their homes and interned in abandoned fish canneries and
mines which lacked medical and sanitary facilities. When finally released, they
found their historic communities destroyed.

The thin excuse given for the Japanese internment was that of security,
suspicion of disloyalty and possibly espionage. Yet, not one Japanese was ever
proven to be engaged in such acts and reparation has never been made for the
suffering brought by the incarceration.

Principles of Unity and Goals of the NCRR

The following principles were adopted at the NCRR Conference on
November 15, 1980, as guides to action.

1. REDRESS/REPARATIONS MEANS MONETARY COMPENSATION TO ALL
INDIVIDUALS OR THEIR HEIRS WHO SUFFERED EVACUATION AND/OR
INCARCERATION. No sum of money can approach complete compensation for
the tremendous social, economic and psychological trauma or the violation of
constitutional rights. But meaningful restitution on the part of the U.S.
government is imperative and must include monetary compensation to
individuals.

The exact amount to be sought will be determined on the basis of
information and documentation of losses to the Nikkei community py th.e
government and all other relevant documents which may be used in this
determination. Compensation must also include persons evacuated from Cen.tral
and South American countries, Hawaii, Alaskan Aleuts and others forqlbly
removed from their homes by the U.S. government. The first generation Issei are
to be given immediate priority for direct payments as most are elderly.

2. REDRESS/REPARATIONS MEANS RESTITUTION TO THE JAPANESE
AMERICAN COMMUNITY IN THE FORM OF A COMMUNITY FUND — THE
EXACT USE OF WHICH TO BE DETERMINED BY THE NEEDS OF EACH



RESPECTIVE COMMUNITY. The purpose of this fund shall be to counteract the
effects of the incarceration of the Japanese American communities. This could
take the form of funding the development of low cost housing for the Issei and
and Nisei (second generation), funding needed social and health services and
cultural and educational projects. This "Japanese Community Trust Fund" shall
be created by appropriations from Congress as well as by unclaimed or donated
individual payments.

3. REDRESS/REPARATIONS MEANS EXPOSING THE RACISM OF AND
OVERTURNING THE LEGAL BASIS THAT HAS JUSTIFIED THE EVACUATION
AND THE CAMPS, Overturning the legal basis through Congressional or legal -
action will serve as a deterrent to the reinstitution of the concentration camps in
the future. The government should return the FBI and government files on
internees since this information has been and can still be used against people.
We shall also investigate legal avenues and keep in touch with other groups doing
similar suits.

4. REDRESS/REPARATIONS MEANS SUPPORTING OTHERS WHO HAVE OR
ARE SUFFERING FROM UNJUST ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE U.S.
GOVERNMENT. We seek to work with others to insure that they will understand
and support our efforts. Likewise, we will support efforts of groups such as
Native Americans, Native Hawaiians, Blacks, Chicanos and others struggling for
reparations and justice.

5. REDRESS/REPARATIONS MEANS THAT WE SEEK THE EDUCATION OF
THE AMERICAN PUBLIC SO THAT FUTURE GENERATIONS MAY LEARN
FROM THE MISTAKES OF THE PAST AND NOT KNOWINGLY ALLOW THEM
TO HAPPEN AGAIN. It is during times of crisis that extra steps must be taken
to guarantee the democratic rights of all individuals. We seek to incorporate the
lessons of the camps into the American educational process as a way to insure
that similar acts will not be taken in the future against an identifiable group.
LR ER SRR E RS EESE E EIEEEEE EEEE E EE EE E E E E EEY FE  Y  ELE E

We welcome all of those interested in this issue to become memhbers of the coalition. You will
be put on our mailing list and be informed of our upcoming activities. We also encourage anv
donations to help fund these activities, our mailings, and other educational work, and as a
sign of vour support. Please check the appropriate boxes below.

[/ $5.00 Individual Membership [ ] $25.00 Organizational Membership

( )

NAME TELEPHONE NO.

ADDRESS

STATE & LTV

[/ Enclesed is my donation in the amoun. of §

Mail vour contributions to: MNational Coalition for Redress/Reparations



Future Plans

The NCRR seeks to work with all groups and individuals who want to
cpntrlbute to winning redress and reparations and agree with these princi-

‘ples. We have been preparing and mobilizing for the Commission on Wartime
. Relocation and Internment of Civilians hearings in different cities, and

will continue to pressure this commission which was created by an act of
Congress and jinitiated by the Japanese American Citizens League. This

“jcomm1551bh is mandated to investigate the Japanese and Aleutian evacuation

and internment and to recomméiid ‘appropridte remediést’ We are expanding
our educational outreach to other conmunities and nationalities and are

urging the commission to make a strornj and just recommendation for redress

and reparat ons to the Congress.

The NCRE 11 also pursue legal ai icational research, holding com-
munity and ! use meetings and carryin national petition drive.
We urge everyone interested to - ir Regional and become members

of the coalition.

For mor information, contact:

National Coalition fo {eparations (NCRR)
C/0O Little Tokyo Pec - Organization (LTPRO)
244 South & Suite #406

Los A: 90012

CONTACT US FOR MORE INFORM

San Francisco — (415) 921 - 8841 £-NA l‘]()?\"“‘ %
Sacramento — Cathy Shiroi (916) < & 4 COALITION %
San Jose — Julie Hatta (408) 287 - ¢ REPARATIONS
Los Angeles — (213) 620 - 0761 S REDRESS &
San Diego — Glenn Horiuchi (714) £ 4097 Vit FRPE it

MEMBERS and SUPPORTERS OF NCR/R

MEMBERS OF NCR/R: Agape Fellowship (LA), Asian Americans for Community Involvement (Santa Clara)
Asian Law Alliance (San Jose), Asian Legal Services Outreach (Sacto),

Gardena Committee on Redress/Reparations, (the late) Amy Uno Ishii, Japanese Community

Progressive Alliance (SF), Little Tokyo Peoples' Rights Organization (LA), Little Tokyo Service
Center (LA), Los Angeles Community Coalition for Redress/Reparations, Manzanar Committee, Nihon-
machi Legal Outreach (SF), Nihonmachi Outreach Committee (San Jose), Sacramento Tule Lake Committee
San Diego Redress/Reparations Committee, Scuthside Peoples' Art Collective (Sacto), Takenoko (Boyle
Heights, LA), UNITY Newspaper, West Coast Asian/Pacific Student Union - Southern California Region,
West Coast Asian/Pacific Student Union - Northern California Region.

ENDORSERS OF NCR/R: American Civil Liberties Union of Southern California, Asian American Legal
Defense Fund (New York), Asian State Employees Assn (Sacto), Bay Area Attorneys for Redress,
Community Asian Art § Media Project (Oakland), Gordon Hirabayashi (Canada), Japanese American
Citizens League (Pacific Southwest District Council), Japanese American Citizens League (Sacramento
Chapter) - (San Mateo Chapter) - (Sequoia Chapter’', Edward Mlyakawa (Oregon), New England Nisei,
Pilipino American Alliance (UC Berkeley), Sycamore Church {(E1 Cerrito)




