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The Case for Redress—Part 2

(The following is a continuation of
the text of ‘‘Japanese American In-
carceration: A Case for Redress,” a
booklet issued by the National Com-
mittee for Redress of the JACL.)

The American agricultural
industry recruited Japanese laborers
to work in the sugar cane fields of
Hawaii, and the fruits and vegetable
farms of California. From the hand-
ful who were here prior to the
Chinese Exclusion Act, the Japanese
population increased to about 61,000
in Hawaii and 24,000 on the
mainland by 1900. The Japanese re-
placed the Chinese as the largest non-
white ethnic group in the West Coast
and Hawaii.

As long as the Japanese remained
docile, their hard labor was wel-
comed, but as soon as they showed
signs of initiative they were perceived
as threats to white dominance.
Japanese farm laborers, together
with Mexican farm laborers,
conducted the first successful agricul-
tural strike in California in 1903.
Japanese farm laborers were well
organized and engaged in collective
bargaining for higher wages: many
saved enough money to lease or buy
land.

The Japanese farmers feclaimed”
much of the unwanted land and
developed it into rich agricultural
areas. In California, Japanese
farmers produced 50-90% of some
fruits and vegetables despite operat-
ing only 4% of the farmlands. Envy
led to hate, and the prevailing anti-
Asian animosities became focused on
the Japanese.

The anti-Japanese campaign began
with acts of violence and lawlessness:
mob assaults, arson, and forcible
expulsion from farming areas became
commonplace. Soon these prejudices
became institutionalized into law. As
with the earlier Chinese pioneers, the
Japanese were also denied  citizen-
ship, prohibited from certain occupa-
tions, forced to send their children to
segregated schools, and could not
marry whites. In addition, some laws
were specifically directed against the
Japanese, including the denial of the
right to own, lease, or give gifts of
agricultural land.

Like the Chinese exclusion move-
ment before, California lobbied the
federal government to stop all immi-
gration from Japan. As a result of
these pressures, Japanese laborers
were excluded by executive action in
1907, and all Japanese immigration
for permanent residence was pro-
hibited by the Asian Exclusion Act of
1924. Japan considered the Exclusion
Act a national insult, particularly
since the United States had insisted
upon Japanese immigration in the
first place. President Theodore
Roosevelt once remarked: ‘‘The
infernal fools in California insult the
Japanese recklessly and in the event
of war it will be the nation as a whole
which will pay the consequences.”’

To the dismay of the exclusionists,
the Japanese population did not
quickly decrease as the Chinese
population did earlier. There were
sufficient numbers of Japanese
women pioneers who gave birth to an
American-born generation, and
families decided to make the United

\

States their permanent home. As the
exclusionists intensified their efforts
to get rid of the Japanese, their cam-
paign was enhanced by the develop-
ment of a powerful new weapon—
the mass media.

Newspapers, radio and motion pic-
tures stereotyped Japanese Ameri-
cans as untrustworthy and unassimil-
able. The media did not recognize the
fact that a large number of persons of
Japanese ancestry living in the United
States were American citizens. As
Japan became a military power, the
media falsely depicted Japanese
Americans as agents for Japan.
Newspapers inflamed the ‘“Yellow
Peril” myths on the West Coast;
radio, movies and comic strips spread
the disease of prejudice throughout
the United States.

Trapped in segregated neighbor-
hoods and with no access to the
media, Japanese Americans were un-
able to counteract the false stereo-
types. Even though those born in the
United States were culturally Ameri-
can, spoke English fluently, and were
well educated, they faced almost in-
surmountable discrimination in
employment, housing, public
accommodations and  social

JAHFA Seeking

No Nichibei Sept. 7 =
There will no New York NICHI- Coordlnator for
BEI next Thursday, Sept. 7 as the Research Pl-oject

staff will be taking their annual
Labor Day week off. The next issue
of the newspaper will be dated Sept.
14.

Japanese American Help for the
Aging (JAHFA) is seeking applicants
for the post of coordinator to imple-
ment a six months’ research project
to assess the needs of Japanese Amer-
ican elderly residing in the metropoli-
tan New York area.

The coordinator’s functions will
also include aiding the elderly gain
access to and receive services.

Applicants should have the follow-
ing qualifications: (1) MSW degree
with experience in administration and
program supervision; (2) demonstrat-
ed experience in research; (3) fluency
in the Japanese and English lan-
= guages; (4) sensitivity to the needs of

Delegates may register from 9 to 10 older persons and Asian Americans;
a.m. on Sept. 2 in the Music Room (5) knowledge of the network of pub-
Promenade. The fee for the entire lic and private resources for older
weekend is $35. persons; (6) good writing skills; and
(7) should be a self-starter.

The position carries a salary of
$1,600 per month.

Letters of application, together
with a resume, should be sent to:

Buddhist League
To Convene Here

New York Buddhists will host an
Eastern Buddhist League convention
to be hLeld Sept. 2, 3 and 4 at the
Biltmore Hotel, Madison Avenue
and 43 Street. Among scheduled
highlights are seminars, workshops
and a banquet and ball.

Seminars will be held at 11 a.m.
and 1:30 p.m. on Sept. 2, and at 1:30
p.m. on Sept. 3. The convention
banquet will begin at 7 p.m. on Sept.
3 following a half hour for cocktails.

- i Search Committee, JAHFA, Inc., 7
The ball will be held in the grand ball- ’ Z A
room at 9 p.m. A general meeting at Wt St.,. Ne“_' Yorlf, Ietal0036, by

Retirement Bill
Gets Senate Nod

WASHINGTON, D.C.—Legisla-
tion to grant credit under the Civil
Service Retirement System to war-
time internees who were 18 years of
age and older who later entered the
federal service was passed by a unani-
mous voice vote in the Senate on
Aug 18.

The bill, H.R. 9471 .sponsored by
Congressman Norman Y. Mineta,
was returned to the House for con-
currence on Senate amendments.

Although retirement credit for
Japanese Americans covered by Soci-
al Security was made law in 1972,
many Nisei who went on to become
federal civil servants were prevented
from claiming such credit because
employees of the federal government
are not eligible for Social Security
benefits.

Said Rep. Mineta of his bill’s pas-
sage, ““I am deeply gratified by the
overwhelming support given this
measure by both the House of Repre-
sentgtives and the Senate. This legis-
lation will provide some redress to
those Americans of Japanese ances-
try who were unjustifiably denied
their constitutional and human

SETERTS

(Continued on page 2)
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by the closing service at 11:30 a.m.

Report Bias Against AAs in Highway Work

A six-month research project to as-
sess the involvement of Asian Ameri-
cans in federal-aid highway construc-
tion work in California has uncover-
ed evidence that Asian ‘Americans
suffer from racial discrimination
within the construction industry
generally.

The Department of Transportation
recently released findings and recom-
mendatons of a survey of 12 Asian
ethnic groups—Cambodian, Chi-
nese, Guamanian, Hawaiian, Indo-
chinese, Japanese, Korean, Laotian,
Pilipino, Samoan, Thai and Viet-
namese.

According to Acting Federal High-
way Administrator Karl S. Bowers,
the Federal Highway Administration
financed the study to determine the
extent of Asian American employ-
ment on not only federal-aid highway
projects, but in on-the-job training
programs. It was found that discrimi-
nation against Asian Americans also
exists in highway construction-relat-
ed trades and apprenticeship training
programs.

The 54-page report of the study,
which was conducted by Equivest As-
sociates of Pasadena, Calif., includes
data compiled through personal in-
terviews and reviews of source ma-
terials from federal, state and private
agencies.

Mr. Bowers said that the report
will be discussed with officials of the
California Department of Transpor-
tation by FHWA’s Regional and
Division officials, and that all neces-
sary follow-up steps will be taken by
the FHA to ensure that Asian Ameri-
cans will be equitably treated in
FHWA’s on-the-job training
programs.

Need Part-Time Worker
For Outreach Service

As a non-profit voluntary agency .

which provides community service,
JAHFA’s office at 7 W. 44 Street has
been designated by the New York
City’s Department for the Aging as a
placement site for a part-time worker
to supply information and referrals
and to provide outreach services to the
elderly.

JAHFA is therefore accepting ap-
plications for the position which will
pay $2.65 and hour for the first three
months and $3.00 an hour for the re-
mainder of the initial one-year period.
The number of work hours required
will be 20 hours per week. As an em-
ployee of a city agency, the worker
will receive the same benefits as other
part-time city employees.

To be eligible for the job, a person

CPC Training Program
Taking Applications

The Chinatown Planning Council
is now accepting applications for its
training program for receptionist/
figure clerks which will be held for a
period of five and a half months,
Mondays through Fridays from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m.

Successful applicants- will receive
weekly stipends of $92.75, and will be
assisted in finding jobs at the end of
the training period. The program is
open to U.S. citizens or permanent
residents between the ages of 16 and
21, who should apply in person at 45
Bayard St., third floor. The tele-

phone number is 349-2487. must be 55 years of age or older and
have an income no higher than the
20 Artists in Show following levels: (1) family of oné,

$3,140; (2) family of two, $4,160;
(3) family of three, $5,180; and (4)
family of four, $6,200.

Applicants must be fluent in Japa-
se and English.

Additional information may be
obtained by calling Gregg Yoshida at
561-4659.

e

Paintings, prints and sculpture by
20 Japanese artists who work in the
New York area will be on view in the .
World Trade Center office of the
Bank of Tokyo Trust Company from
Sept. 5 through 29.

Called “‘Japanese Artists in New
York,” the exhibit includes paintings %
by Shozo Nagano, Jun Fujihara, Haiku SOllgS Slated
Mizue Sawano, Toshiko Uchima and
Nanae Momiyama; prints by Ryo A group of 20 songs based upon
Tokita, Takeshi Kawashima, Ken English translations of haiku will be
Wakashima, Tadashi Asoma, Shunji included in a recital by soprano
Sakuyama, Masaaki Sato, Ansei Helen Trezlie to be presented Sept. 9
Uchima, Kinji Nakahashi and Sumie at the birthplace of Theodore Roose-
Okoshi; and sculpture by Masami velt, 28 E. 20 St., by American Land-
Kodama, Seiji Saito, Osamu Shimo- mark Festivals.
da, Ushio Shinohara, Hiroshi Kariya The haiku songs, ten of which will
and Kunio Izuka. be heard for the first time, were com-

The show may be seen from 9 a.m. posed by Robert Fairfax Birch. The
to 3 p.m. weekdays, at 5 World singer will be accompanied by Ilse
Trade Center.. Sass. Admission is free.

He said that he was certain that the
measure would be on the President’s
desk before the present Congress ad-
journs.

PAC Opens its Office
In Washington, D.C.

WASHINGTON, D.C.—The Pa-
cific/Asian Coalition (PAC) has
announced the opening of its Wash-
ington office in Room 812, 927 15th
Street, N.W., from which coordina-
tor Mark Tajima will direct lobbying
efforts on behalf of its growing con-
stituency.

Members of PAC’s National Issues
Task Force have listed the following
as the organization’s three major ob-
jectives: (1) to develop closer linkages
between Pacific/Asian communities
and Federal agencies; (2) to increase
the awareness and sensitivity of all
sectors of the Federal government to
problems, concerns and needs of Pa-
cific/Asian Americans; and (3)
protect-and promote the civil and hu-
man rights of Pacific/Asian Ameri-
cans.

Urge Early Signup For
“Awareness Workshop”’

Those persons who wish to partici-
pate in the ‘‘Japanese American
Awareness Workshop” to be held
Sept. 30 and Oct. 1 at the Stony Point
Conference Center, are urged to
make their reservations early, as only
the first 60 requests can be accepted.

The New York chapter of the
JACL is sponsoring the weekend
workshop, for which the fee is $25
for students and retired persons and
$35 for all others. Reservations
should be sent to the chapter, c/o
Ruby Schaar, 50 W. 67 St., New
York City 10023.
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(Continued from page 1)
OUTBREAK OF WAR

It is difficult to pinpoirt exactly
when World War II began. Germany
and Japan became military powers in
the 1930s and began their conquests
by annexing neighboring nations by
sheer intimidation. Actually military
conflicts broke out in Asia when
Japan invaded China in 1937, and in
Europe when Germany invaded
Poland in 1939.

As Germany overran the European
continent and drove into Africa and
the Soviet Union, and-Japan likewise
in Asia and Southeast Asia, the
United States was placed under tre-
mendous pressure to enter the war. In
July, 1941, the United States together
with Britain and the Dutch East
Indies (Indonesia) imposed a-total
embargo on exports to Japan, thus
effectively cutting off Japan’s oil
supply.

The United States had broken
Japan’s top secret code and was
aware of the oil crisis in Japan and
the probability of armed conflict.
Consequently, the U.S. government
undertook certain precautionary
measures. In October, 1941, the State
Department dispatched a special

investigator, Curtis B. Munson, to'

check on the disposition of the

Only Interdenominational Church
For Japanese in New York

JAPANESE AMERICAN
UNITED CHURCH .
255 7th Ave. (bet. 24-25th Sts.) NYC
Tel: 242-9444
Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.
Japanese & English language

Church School: Resumes Sept. l
Everydne Welcome

Expert Repairs
and
Service
Fujii Auto Repair
Inc. i
520 West 44 Street
(Betw. 10th and 11th Avenues)
New York, N.Y. 10036
244-0120

Japanese Magazines
and Art Goods
Japanese Groceries

Katagiri & Co.
224 E. 59th St., NYC 10022
PLaza 5-3566

A TASTE FOR TRAVEL?

Relax and enjoy it. We’ll streamline
all the details.
TRIPS AND TOURS EVERYWHERE
®

Via Sea. Land. Air

MIYAZAKI TRAVEL
AGENCY

THE STATLER HILTON HOTEL
Office Floor, Rm 52
401 Seventh Avenue
New York, N.Y. 10001
760-1800 . 736-6030
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American cc
the West Coast and Hawaii.
In November, 1941, Munson sub-?
mitted a confidential report to the’
President and the Secretary of State
which certified that J; Ameri-

ities on |

community was wiped out. Inexperi-

| enced teen-agers and young adults

were suddenly thrust into the position
of making crucial decisions affecting
the entire Japanese American

cans possessed an extraordinary
degree of loyalty to the United States, |
and immigrant Japanese were of no,
danger. Munson’s findings were|
corroborated by years of secret sur-
veillance conducted by the Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and.
Navy Intelligence. Both the FBI and
Navy Intelligence reported there were
a few potential extremists identified
but almost 100% of the Japanese
American population was perfectly
trustworthy. High U.S. government
and military officials were aware of
these intelligence reports, but they
kept them secret from the public.

Japan’s military forces attacked
the U.S. military bases near Honolu-
lu, Territory of Hawaii, and near
Manila, Territory of the Philippines,
on December 7, 1941, and the United
States declared war on the following
day.

Many people who are unfamiliar
with the historical background have
assumed that the attack on Hawaii
was the cause of, or justification for,
the mass incarceration of Japanese
Americans on the West Coast. But
that assumption is contradicted by
one glaring fact: the Japanese Ameri-
cans in Hawaii were not similarly in-
carcerated en masse. Such a massive
injustice could not” have occurred
without the prior history of prejudice
and legal discrimination. Actually it
was the cul ion of the mo
to eliminate Asians from the West
Coast which began nearly 100 years
earlier.

The FBI was well prepared for the
war and arrested over 2,000 persons
of Japanese ancestry throughout the
United States and Territories of
Alaska and Hawaii within a few days
after the declaration of war. Nearly
all of these arrestees were Japanese
nationals, but some American citi-
zens were included.

No Charges Filed

No charge of espionage, sabotage,
or any other crime was ever filed
against these arrestees. They were
apprehended only because they were
thought to be ‘‘suspicious’” persons
in the opinion of the FBI. Evidently,
anyone who was a community leader
was ‘‘suspicious” to the FBI because
almost all of the arrestees were or-
ganization officers, Buddhist or
Shinto priests, newspaper editors,
language or judo school instructors,
or labor organizers. The established
leadership of the Japanese American

o y.
Men were taken away without no- |
tice, and their families were left with- 1
out a means of livelihood. Most |
families had no idea of why their men |
were arrested, where they were taken,

or for how long. Some arrestees were
released after a few weeks, but most:
were secretly transported to one of 26
internment or isolation camps scat-

tered in 16 states plus the Territories,

of Alaska and Hawaii.

Some families did not learn for
years what happened to their loved
ones. Most internees were eventually;
reunited with their families, but only
within another barbed wire com-
pound—the mass detention camps
where their families had been sent in
the meantime. Some, however, were
confined in these special prison
camps for the duration of the war,
together with the Central and South
American Japanese 'who were
brought in for internment at the insis-
tence of the United States.

Perhaps due to the swift action of '
the FBI, there was very little public
panic, hysteria, or irrationality for
the first month of the war. In fact,
public opinion was remarkably en-
lightened: some newspapers even
published editorials and letters sym-
pathetic to Japanese Americans, and
some elected officials urged the gen-
eral public not to blame or harm
Japanese Americans.

The white economic interests in
California, however, were not satis-
fied with the arrests of individuals,
and the fact that domestic security
was under firm control. They wanted
the entire Japanese American popu-
lation.eliminated from_ California.
The same pressure groups and news-
papers that agitated so long for Jap-
anese exclusion organized an intense
rumor and hate campaign. Totally
false stories were published about
spies and saboteurs among the Japa-
nese Americans. The war became the

MOVIES

BLEECKER ST. CINEMA, 144 Bleecker St. (674-
2560)

SEPT. 5—"Sword of Fury,” directed by Tai
Kato, with Hideki Takahashi (1973). New York pre-
miere of new version of the legend of Musashi
Miyamoto. Also “Sword of Doom,” directed by
Kihachi Okamoto, with Tatsuya Nakadai and
Toshiro Mifune (1967).

SEPT. 12— “Stray Dog,” directed by Akira Kuro-
sawa, with Toshiro Mifune and Takashi Shimura
(1949); and “The Bad Sleep Well,” directed by
Kurosawa, with Toshiro Mifune (1960).

CARNEGIE HALL CINEMA, 7th Ave. oetw. 56th
* and 57th Sts. (757-2131)
SEPT. 7—"High and Low,"” directed by Akira
Kurosawa, with Toshiro Mifune (1963); and ‘‘Pale
Flower,” directed by Masahiro Shinoda (1964).

The Orient .

car rentals, etc.

Another World to Discover

* Travel Arrangements Anywhere

» Package groups, cruises, hotels, bus charters,

¢ Our travel specialists give personal service to
individuals or groups

e Airline tickets and reservations

Call for free information
and immediate reservations

(212) 751-9457
N.Y. TOKYO TOURS, INC.

527 Madison Avenue
New York, N.Y. 10022

‘| TV technician, 5 years experience on solid state
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ISAKU KIDA, President and General Manager
ROBERT K. EMY, M.D., Vice-President

T. KUSUNOKI, Editor English Section
TSUGIO UTADA, Editor Japanese Section
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perfect pretext for the anti-Japanese
groups to accomplish the goal they
had been seeking for almost 50 years.

The truth was that no person of
Japanese ancestry living in the United
States or Territories of Alaska and
Hawaii was ever charged with, or
convicted of espionage or sabotage.
On the other hand, numerous
persons of non-Japanése ancestry
were charged and convicted as agents
for Japan.

(To be continued)

New York’s Most Romantic Restaurant

@//IV
37E. 645t 7378818

c\'n %

Complete Lunch $5.75 to $9.75
COMPLETE DINNERS
$8.75 to $14.75
Choice of Appetizer, Salad,Soup, Entree,
Vegetable, Dessert & Coffee

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

HELP WANTED

MECHANICAL DESIGN DRAFTSPERSON. A chal-
lenging opportunity has risen in our Research and
Development Section. Applicant must have 5
years' related experience in at least one of the fol-
lowing areas: sheet metal, die casting, plastics or
electronic packaging. Duties involve creating
shop drawings from engineers’ sketches, a good
knowledge of dimensioning and proper toler-
ancing is essential, as well as iliarity with

HOUSES FOR SALE

RIVERDALE. Lovely colonial house, 3 BR, large
living-dining room, spectacular kitchen, secluded
sundeck. Separate income apt. downstairs. Walk
to shopping, transp., fine schools. Asking 110M.
Call 549-8012 eve.

stangard shop practices. Send resume in_confi-
dence to: R.M. Johnstone, RND Section, Dual-Lite
Inc., Simm Lane, Newtown, CT 06470. Ah Equal
Opportunity Employer.

TV and hifi. Circle Television Lab Inc., 1008 Utica
Ave., Brooklyn, N.Y., phone 345-5656.

FARMS/RANCHES/ACREAGE
HORSE COMPLEX

‘Over 30,000 sq. ft. of industrial approved Butler
buildings. Remodeled 2-story house, 60 acres of
grass. One of the best facilities in the Midwest!
Price $425,000.
WAYNE HAYES REAL ESTATE
111 West Sherman Avenue

REAL ESTATE Fort Atkinson, WI 53538
FARMS/ACREAGE e
320 ACRES - ILL. BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
ONE OF A KIND!
Rectangula!’ farm, level MEAT PACKING &
99% tillable PROCESSING PLANT
2 COMFORTABLE HOMES FOR SALE
HIGHLY PRODUCTIVE: Newin 974 Capacity or
$4000 per Acre ; gon(act Mayf;er —pgizy?;v
Contact adonia, Texas 75449 U.S.A.
B Kraﬂ 1214) :.367»7011
Gilman, Iil. 60938 2 FZ?:;:;:;: Co.
815-265-4686

1

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND

BRUDENELL RIVER TOURIST RESORT
OPPORTUNITY

Letters of interest are invited from qualmed firms for the manage-

ment andlor P of th
d touri

e Br

Il River Resort, a pro-
resort plex. Information

of Prince E:

l
may be received by writing to Resorts, Department of Tourism,
Parks & Conservation, P.O. Box 2000, Charlottetown, Prince
¢ Edward Island or calling (902) 892-7411.

d Island

Pr

Department of Tourism, Parks & Conservation

FARMS/RANCHES/ACREAGE

portion dates from 1781);

DUNDEE PLANTATION
622 Acres p

Near historic Lexington and I-81. Worklng cattle farm with 11 room colonial manor house (log
in good

springs; farm machinery negotiable. Brocmm avallable. Price—$395,000.
HISTORIC GRIGSBY-McNUTT FARM

57 acre working farm near Lexington, I-81 and U.S. 11; brick manor house built 1790-1810 needs
restoration; 2 restored slave cabins; creek and spring; pastural view of Blue Ridge Mountains.
Brochure upon request. Price—$100,000.
Ruth Agnor Herring, Realtor
16 West Washington St.
Lexington, Virginia 24450
(703) 463-7391

stream, ponds and




