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Thirty-nine years ago, on February 19, 1942, Pres, Franklin Delano
Roosevelt proclaimed an Executive Order 9066--an order which made it mand-
atory for every person of Japanese ancestry be removed from the states Qf
California, Oregon, Washington, and parts of Arizona,...|20,00D }Mz

Today, we are holding a "Day of Remembrance" of that order which abrupt-
ly changed the life of every Japanese and Japanese American on the West
Coast of United States...and also we have learned---of hundreds of Japanese
nationals right here in New York City, whose story has hardly been told.

Days of Remembrances are being held all over the west coast--pilgrim-
ages Lo assembly centers and concentration camp sites; seminars and sympo-

this year,
siums on college campuses by Asian students; andAa.'Lso a candle~light mrch
in Los ingeles N ger
/lto honor Amy Uno Ishii, a dedicated flghter for redress who passed away sev-
eral weeks ago. These observances have keen going on for almest 10 years, [ ) \’J
ircnieslly initidbeds—not-—byIssei—and—Nisei, -but by Sanseis and other Asian
studentswho have become aware of, the history of Asians and other Third
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Remembrances of even a painful past are important if we can learn from
Ve ptn-
it that it will not happen again. We must also remember a who had
the courage to speak out in our behalf at a time of war and race hysteria
(and how few those voices were) who gave us moral support and material help
when much of the Americen leadership and populace looked upon us as the
Yenemy" too. We must not forget people like~ Dorothy Day who went to Man-
(Sha pak %k““’"\”x Pecer )
zanar by herszlf and picketted in front of the guard-post; or Ruth Gage Col-
by who spent the war, years f:mding jobs for evacuees in the twin city area
le\Lda w I\
ofvm.is, or,\.':.arl Finch, a Hisslssipian, who was a one-man USO for the
ki2, the Japanese-imerican Combat Team; or Ralph Lazo, a teen-age Chicano,

who voluntarily went to camp with his Japanese-American friends, oV tlie Sw‘e/J*—

n S ‘s\ed the
M % - -the g; W’he‘\k & W oregt S me



Concerned Japanese Americans hope that this program--"Day of Remem-
brance"--will be meaningful, educational, and motiveting--that we can all
begin to feel closer to one another from this common denominator of a com-
mon experience; that we can begin to have dialogue én an issue that should
be pertinent to us as a people. That issue is redress,

And what is redress? {xuﬁﬂ;
‘qugf Agiigéatement of February, 1979, answere the question@g&eaaiy*néﬂf?a
"By custom and tradition, any American who has been injured by false accu-
sation, arrest or imprisohment is expected to bring the responsible parties

into court and obtain aaudgement clearlng his or her name and collecting

damages as redress,

~
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even-a few days in Pelse-imprisonment have been cowpensated with large mon-
etary sums." - (Historically, this is not true for Thzrd-Wbrld Peoples, but
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legally it should be possible). °\ iy

"German Jews experienced the hoprors of the Nazi death camps, Japanese
Americans experienced the agonies of being incarcerated for an indeterminate
period. Both were imprisoned in barbed wire compounds with armed guards.
Both were prisoners of their own country. Both were there without criminal
charges, and were completely innocent of any wrongdoing. Both were there
for only one reason--ancestry. German Jews were systematically murdered
en masse--that did not happen to Japanese Americeans, but the point is that

both Germany and the United States persecuvted their own citizens solely on

T
‘ &g—the basis of ancestry." =]
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XL,. = "Redress le the injustices of 1942-1946 is not just an isolated Japa-
nese Americen issue; it is an issue of concern for all Americans. Restitu-

tiondoes not put a price tag on freedom or justice. The issue is not to re-

; cover what cannot be recovered. The issue is to acknowlege the mistakeg by



providing proper redress for the victims of the injustice, and thereby
make such injustices less likely to oecur." (Unquote)

Every Third World ethnic peoples here have 2 history of national oppres-
sion; violations of human and civil- rlghtsr-especlally the Afrlcans who were
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); the mdlgenous peoples here(misnomered American Indians)
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‘ Mw’“ Among Japanese Americans the subject of redress has been scussed for
‘ \‘7 Q’W
g’; }} years., One of the prime movers for a redress sampaign was Shosuke Sasaki
;,.’K%g o}% of Seattle, Washington who proposed monetary redress which in 1979 culminated
‘;; o ‘;, in the Mike Lowery Bill, H.R, 5977. This bill was denied,
g \
’ eb b‘;\f“ The JACL and ¥}¢ Japanese American Congressmen:and Senators introduced
O

»@\/ J"'/ and won a Commission on War-time Relocation and interment of Civilians Act,

a fact-finding commission to determine whether a wrong was committed against

Lo N,‘o . Japanese Americans during the World War 1L period. The commission is not a
dy ) bill to provide redress in any form or manner but to gather facts, hold pub-
lic hearings, recommend appropriate remedies, and submit a report to Congress o
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within 18 months after the enactment of the bill, hearseys - pomelicks way mabe—
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William Hohri, the leader of the Chicago-based Nationag Council for
Japanese-American Redress is appealing for justice in a different way—
through a court action against the United States government, NCJAR, as the
organization is known, originally proposed with the Seattle group, and sup-
ported, lobbied, and worked for the Lowery Bill. The defeat of the bill,
they felt, left them only the option of a class action suit for monetary

compensation,



In July of 1980, individuals and organizations repeesenting the Nik-
kei communities throughout the nation met in Los Angeles to establish the
National Comlition on Redress Reparation, This same body called its first
national conference where some 300 people nationwide attended. They drew
up 5 principles of unity which reads:

(19 Redress/Reparation means monetary conpensation to individuals who

2

suffered evacuation and/or incarceration (or their héirs). ¢

(2) Redress/Reparation means restitution to the 3;;;;;;;:;merican com-
munities--the exact form to be determined by the neceds of each re-

spective community,

(3) Redress/Reparation means overturning the legal basis that has jus-
tified the evacuation and the camps,

(4) Redress/Reparation means supporting others who have or are suffer-
ing from unjust actions taken by the U.S. government.

(5) Redress/Reparation means that we seek the educating of the Ameri-
can public so that future generations may learn from the mistake
of the past and not knowingly allow them to happen again,

Concerned Japanese Americans, an ad hoc commnittee in New York, after

much thought and study of the different proposals, have come to the conclu-
sion that the just-mentioned principles of unity by the National Coalition

for Redress Reparation is the most appropo. We agree with the prindiples
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and have decided té*?ﬁiﬁ‘ihe Coalition. Ib—aiiow3~ua"also:£e support the
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NCJAR law suit, i

also become involved with

the Japanese Community here in the commission hearlngs.
Some of the objectives of CJA's participation in the redress movement
is to: 1. Unite Nikkeis throughout New York and East Coast on redress.

2. Educate ana build support from all sectors of the American public.



3, Help mobilize people to testify for the commission hearings.

Lo Conduct a petition drive for the NCRR's 5 points.
Parvvide . .
5., Launch-a-media-campaign that newspapers, t.Vo and radio stations
w1
_will-have up-to-date informations on the commission hearings and
other redress/reparation activities,

6. Support '@.‘L.other peoples' redress movements for land, reparati?xs,
ri
and,ipolitical power.,
CJA believes in building a strong, united broad-basséd movement begause

winning reparation will not be an easy or quickly accomplished task. It will

only be done through long, hard, persistent and gruelling endeavor/ By a .
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We hope that the end gains of reparatiorymay come to fruition before all
I

the Isseiflare gone. We are calling on all Nikkeis to unite @@d par-
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" ande .~ Tt-iea call
L for the vindication and restitution for the massive and blatantAviolations
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and denial of democratic rights of a whole nationality.
< Redress/Reparation is a struggle for the future generations in the
7 united States, fer-net-only the Japanese minority-but=fer-ali=people...that

the right to a full life with equal protection, unlimited enhancements, and ,

human dignity will be -chekre: 5k b a0 A e ot tr—
pane—help opin/ Aludor S > s li todo—ton—etirer—s

£ight/our fight. Unite in this common cause!




