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The overall structure of the relocation camps during w.i., II

institute” both physical and mental cruelty to the Japanese-

Americans. The living cqndjitiong, food, and treatment of the - =
mo\mgeql’eo\ anothus d\s “?"\
Deonlq\ o disregard for, hupan rights
shown o peoples of color Srom b ncephin |
that this coun hasAn ne-—-twerrtietirrerntury .

Cn the other hand, the American authority lived sexry com¢ort-
_ ‘ ) st mane (.-mfu\ on ud—
ably, but the evacuecz lived in conditions T
Some evacuees consicdered their life style in the camps unbearable.
Barbed wire fences, guards, and guardtowers surrounded the camps,
leaving the Japanese-Americans with the feeling of total imprisonment.
Their lack of freedom was only surpassed by their uncomfortable,

unappezaling, and inexcusable housing Two reporters from The San

Francisco Chronicle described the gquarters as dirty and uncomfort-

-

able., Thev ﬂeaqureﬂ out the roqms to be fifteen by twenby-flve.-. w*“G&
lndbk.

May Geem ceds was then, eutive, home. (There was ro [fckes o betheroon)

The contents of tne rooms consisted of "two Army cots, two Armg
blankets, one pillow, some sheets, and pillow cases, a-coal burn-

ing stove /n» co2l/ no dishes, rugs, curtains, nor house keeving
1

equipment."” A very unattractive light bulb provided the illumin-

«J)

ation, for those fortunate enough to have any light at all. Jliemsr

Thne Wws ho FW‘I"“ fo the
Epoms ¢id not esen have running water. (_(.wuj 7u~a:;

Bue—bo—tire—overcroeins, the bathrooms were community, end—din

usm-ﬂu T
o:.eo,%e-aqg,

e = thauses,. ( Therefore, they haﬂ to vedr the 0070 and live

m
with the stench:> sucame bathrooms were embarrassing for the evacuees,

Personal Justice Tenied (San Francisco, Japanese American
ernn: _eague. 1983) 159.




because4£?e toilets and showers were left unpartitioned. 2(}“ Some_—
WG'lady ?-3\:{;.“*: dal:mase evacueemrg;‘n‘;?r)e(‘ how they had to

cut large holes in the walls, in order to hook up the stoves, re-
sulting in absolutely no privacy. Total strangers ended up sharing
rooms, and family units were split up, causing children to be left
unattented., The only authority figures children were reguired to
Obey were the American officials. Also, married couples had to
live with other families, leaving them without privaey, and older
people had to put up with loud children and undesired music.3

Conzecquently, the stability of the Japanese- Amerlcan*reeﬁs
SEent =

vaeﬁalmgs%~nvn€YIsteh%' The rooms were horse stables and flimsy
structures built of planks nailed to studs covared with tar paper.
Cracks were not only unappealing, but also a health hazard, due to
Adust storms, rain, and freezing weather. During dust storms sand
blew through the crarks and holes and hit like little needles all

5

over the evacuees' bodies.” When it rained, the evacuees had to
fight the flooding and the clouds of mosquitos. Some illnesses
were acquires from the damp conditions.é

Finally, during winter the weather got down to thirty below

zero an” freezing air seeped through the cracks and holes.

_2Miche eglyn, Years of Imfamy (New York, "William Morrow and
Company. Inc, 1976) 11

3Personal Justice Denied . : . 155,

uAllan R. Bosworth, American's Concentration Camps (New York,
#.4%. Norton and Company, Inc., 1967) 69-71.

5
6

Jdezlvn 15,

Personal Justice Denied . . . 162.




Thefefore, low room temperatures caused sickness and even death
for some evacuees.7 One foreman, referring to the cracks and holes
in the walls, commented, "'Well, I guess_those Japs will be stuf-
Jing their underwear in there to keep the wind out.'"8
Also, the cafeteria style dining was meager and unappealing.
The varie*y consisted of weiners, dry fish, rice, macaroni, and
pickled vegetables., lNeatless days were common (two to three times
a week). The evacuees were to have the same treatment as American
citizens; however, cdue to the harsh feeling toward all Japanese
people, their treatment was poor. Fluid milk was given only to
those in special neec; others had watery skim maék. There was
Some

special food for the infants and elderly, butAthe elderly had to

walk a mile for each eating session. Women with infants had to make

9

Futhermore, the clothing situation was no better. The cloth-

the trip many times a day to receive the formula for their babies.

ing brought by the evacuees was not warm enough, and they were un-
able to bring much luggage. Therefore, their clothes supply was

scarce. The WRA provided the evacuees with any clothing necessary;
however, shipments were delayed, and money was unavailable. Theres

ﬁnne*1iyaeuees;gz%—s%aek_msaiiﬁﬁzgéd G.L. peaj ck%%( and uniforms
coul(d Fundha nomingli| cogtrmwsdwk Ebr 53.

(=ize

=3 - 0

7Peggy Fletcher, "Harry Kitano Returns to the Site of H;s
Incarceration and Recalls the Price of Prejudice", Peovnle Weekly
2 NMay 1983: 115-116.

8Persona1 Justice Denied . . . 159.

9Personal Justice Denied . . . 162=-163.
10

Personal Justice Lenied . . . 163.




C;nsequeni%y,f@he authority in the relocation centers w§i>

The Japanege Ameriaan 5 &9“33 > '
WRA

the Wartime Relocation Authority( resident

Roosevelt assigned lilton Eisenhower [B:other of General Eisenhower;
who vreviously served as an official in the Department of Agricul=
turg/, to buildxan agency to direct and supervise the lives of
100,000 Japanese people, an¢ at the same time figure out what to do
with them. Eisenhower knew nothing about the Japanese people nor
their culture. Eisenhower and his committee, the JACL fought for
better conditions for the evacuees.ll However, everything had to

be zpproved by the IRA because it provided money, clothing, food,

-~

an® any other kiné of expenszes for the camps. The WRA was created

in three months through the Zxecutive Order 9102 of March 18, 1942
Because of its negligence, shioments were late, and supplies and

2
money were cut each month.l*

Consecuently, Elsenhower and his committee devised jobs for

the evacuees to earn money. Some workeé in develoving the land,

farming, manufacturing, or public works called reclamation projects.

doing seasenal Work on Huit
Some evacuees worked outsicde the centers i;:lpaxaia—emp%eymen%—and

and sugar beet farms - 13
ercatei—a—renw—sTif=suprordina—genter, The evacuees also had to

build the quarters for the ddministrative personnel., Ironically
enough, those structures were to be solid, comfortable buildings,
quite unlike the Japanese quarters.

iioreover, the WRA came up with a self-supporting method to

1lrietcher 116.

P

2.
“leglym 15,

13Bosworth 71



rchabilitate evacuees in the eyes of the countrymen. They had as

many mén as coulé join the corps, (jobs developing land, building

irrigation structures, procducing food, and turning out war-related
) (Nevar hearA.of tas )
manufactured items,.,) IHsomeome WoUlt Tot—joir—the—ecorps;—he—was

charoer +wan+v-5Qlla?s—arﬂﬁﬁﬁ#+4?y9—h%mse%@—aﬁé—eaeh—depsndent*14

Also, the WRA came up with a new plan called Partner Enter-

prises, The Jananezss men would continus to work in the corps, but
if they made more wages than neecded, it would be divicded among the

not-so-fortunate members. However, their plan was crushec, because
a newspaper reported that the evacuees were attaining more money a
b

month than the solfiers in the war. They made everyone /excluding

the evacuees/ happy by cutting the evacuees' wages. The Partner

Interorises Plan died, because the evacuees were not inspired to
2
L) 15 o
work.,

The camps were punishment enough, but there were different

kinds of punishment bestowed on the Japanese people who either had

Newer heach 24 sued,
bas demeandsrs or did something wrong. S¢ £ - =

as_typnists—in—theCenter—H

L )

m;stakeT—éheywwere*s1appe#—vr—in3ﬁtteﬁrl§—
Trying to escape was a2 serious crime, and punishment was death.
Guards were armed and were not hesitant t¢ opven fire. In one center

17

five Japanese were killed; therefore, the guards were disarmed,
< o

!
4}

“Personal Justice Denied . . . 166.

15

léBosworth 1902191,

Personal Justice Denied.. . . 166=167;

17Roger Daniel, Concentration Camps U.S.A. (Dallas: H81t,
Rhinehart, an¢ Wilson, Inec., 1972) 7-9.




The INUS /Japanese who were very cooperative of close to the ad-
ministration/ were beaten or stoned by Black Dragons (Japanese:=:
who strongly protested against the camps). Japanese accused of
being Black Dragons were arrested and sent to prison. The accus-
ed Japanese were placed in a "Steel cell block thaf‘accommodated‘
four nersons (a cage-like square in which wild animals would be
conf‘inef")."18
In conclusion, the Japanese-American citizens who were placed
in these camps during W.W. II had their freedom and rights taken
away. They were taken from their homes, stripped of their dignity,
and put in an environment trat could have meant death because of '
the hazardous conditions. Race was no excuse for canfining U.S.

citizens.. Haopefully the U.S. government and people have learned -

from this great mistake. -

T
*8Weglyn 12.
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