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VIEWPOINT

As a way of introduction to this
month's CANE Newsletter, we would
like to mention briefly how the ma-
jor issues we're currently involved
in tie together.

Last month's issue of the news-
letter brought forward a prowosal
from CANE’s coordinating committee
to reorganize CANE to build an on~
going campaign against Xintetsu's
expansion and the San Francisco Re-
development Agency's continuing
evictions. Since then, we have been
deeply involved in the guestion of
internal reorganization to correct
the 3 fundamental weaknesses of the
CANE organization: the lack of lead-~
ership and democracy, the lack of
education to the community about our
concerns and the lack of active par-
ticipation from cur membership.

At the same time, we have just
held an important demonstration in
Nihonmachito publicly denocunce Kin-
tetsu's plans to expand their al-
ready huge econcmic holdings in the
community with a luxurious 40 Jane
bowling alle We are also develop-
ing a plan of action to deal with
the 3 main issues concerning housing
that will be upcoming in the next
few months: the Sutter/Laguna Sts.
situation, the issue of empty units,
and the Kintetsu campaign. This
plan is part of our strategy to unite
the community around our stand of,
"We shall not be moved!" and our de-
mand that, “"RDA and Kintetsu, instead
of building hotels and bowling alleys
provide funds to repair existing low-
rent housing and small business space
and build new units to replace on a
one-to-one basis those it has his-
torically destroyed through the re-
development process.” = (See campaign
article)

in the near future, 2 issues of
particular importance to our member-
ship will be occuring. The first
issue is the alarming/deplorable
situation facing the residents and
small businesses on Sutter/Laguna
Sts. where RDA is planning to sell
the homes and storefronts in the
near future. CANE must take the
lead in stopping this from occuring
if we are to carry out our stand and
demand. With a strong core of resi-

dents and small business owners and
with the support of the CANE member-
ship and our allies in the community
and throughout the nation we can
surely stop RDA's cold-blooded at-
tempt to sell off this badly needed
low-rent housing space and evict

the people from their long time homes
and places of business. (See Sutter/
Laguna article) )
The second centers around the questior
of who are cur friends and our enemies
in the struggle against Kintetsu and
RDA. As you know, at the National
JACL Convention held last summer, CANE
passed a resolution calling for the.
JACL to support CANE's principles and
lend whatever aid they can give
towards stopping the destruction of
Nihonmachi's across the country.

On Sunday, July 20th, the JACL con-
sciously violated CANE's boycott of
all Kintetsu owned buildings by hold-
ing a luncheon at Suehiro Restaurant
as part of their opening of the Na-
tional Headgquarters in Nihonmachi.
CANE demonstrated to JACL that the
people of the Japanese community are
firmly opposed o Kintetsu's expansion
and picketted this affair along with
our friends and supporters in the JACL
and in the community (See boycott ar-
ticle)

Both of these issues are vitally
important for the future of Nihonma-
chi. If Kintetsu is allowed to con-
struct its bowling alley, then they
will be continuing to expand their
economic control over Nihonmachi at
the expense of the people's right and
need for low-rent housing and small
business space. If RDA is allowed to
sell off the property on Sutter/Laguna
Sts. and evict the people, then RDA
will be continuing its destruction and
dispersal of the community.

We in CANE call upon all concerned
individuals, groups and organizations
to take a firm stand in the interests
of the vast majority of people in the
community, to boycott Kintetsu and to
support the residents on the Sutter/
Laguna Sts. site.

In this issue we hope to examine
the above mentioned issues more deeply
and put forward what we can expect in
the coming months for the CANE strug-
gle.
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- Community Demonstration
Launches Campaign

I. Why the Demonstration and How it Fits into the Campaign as a Whole
" . At the last general meeting in March, we presented a proposal for
a campaign for the general demand. We stated at that time that we
would use all available tactics - boycotts, legal tactics, demonstra-
tions, and City Hall appearances. After that we initiéted_the boycott
and went to City Hall twice to block Kintetsu's expansion in the form
of its 40 lane bowling alley. :

In May the Campaign Committee was formed to oversee all the var-
ious issues of the campaign for the demand and to come up with a pro-
posal for the campaign strategy. Looking over our past struggles we
proposed a general strategy: In this strategy we see that we must:

1) Take a correct stand (our stand and demand) ;

2} Conduct thorough education on the stand to raise mass support;

3) Direct our mass support where it can be effective;

4) Have a plan linking together our various actions.

We also looked at the various forces we have at our disposal and
defined who the main force is and who the main allies are:

Main force: tenants of the community oo e &

Allies: 1) progressive community and student grcups and individ-

uals;

2) other community groups and individuals (churches,
clubs, etc.);

3) progressive groups and individuals outside the commu-
nity;

4) politicians and government agencies;

5) lawyers and legal workers

Looking generally at how we saw the campaign developing, we saw 2
stages to it. 1In the first stage, the main aim would be +o stop fur-
ther destruction of the community and keep present residents here.
This defined the 3 main issues we saw in this first stage:

1} Laguna St. residents who face being driven out of the community;

2) Kintetsu's expansion - the bowling alley and Kyotoc Inn;

3) empty buildings in the community, which we want to preserve

from demolition, and try to get pecple moved into.

In the second stage, after we have completed reorganization and
therefore strenghtened CANE, we should be able to go on the offensive
against RDA and Kintetsu to pressure them to provide funds to repair
and replace the housing they've destroyed, as in the demand.

At the time we drew up the campaign proposal, we saw the Kintetsu
bowling alley site as the main immediate focus. From our investiga~-
tion, we found out that construction was to begin soon. The bowling
alley, of course, is mentioned in the demand. RDA has torn down
buildings and kicked out people in order to build bowling alleys, ho-
tels, and projects like the Trade Center. We felt that in order to
live up to our stand and demand that we had to heighten our fight a-
gainst Kintetsu. That is why we held the demonstration on June 21st.

II. What Happened at the Demonstration

Under the slogan, "Stop Kintetsu, Defeat RDA, We Won't Move",
about 100 people demonstrated against Kintetsu's expansion on Satur-
day, June 21 as the first major action in the campaign to meet our
demand. (See box)

The demonstration began with a short rally in the parking lot by
the YWCA. CANE president, Saichi Kawahara explained in the keynote
speech that the demonstration was just the beginning of our campaign
against Kintetsu and RDA, the 2 main forces behind the destruction and
dispersal of Nihonmachi. We also brought out the relation between Kin-
tetsu's expansion and the continuing evictions, especially the criti-
cal sitvation of the residents and shops on Laguna St. (See article)
Firm statements of support were given by representatives of Japanese
Community Services, the International Hotel Tenants Association, the
Chinese Progressive Association, and the J-Town Collective. ;

Following the rally, the demonstrators marched and chanted through
the community along an S-shaped route - around Kintetsu's bowling alley
site, past the Laguna St. tenants' buildings and down to the Peace
Plaza. Community support was colorfully evidenced by the many CANE
flags and banne in windows. At the entrance +o the Peace Plaza, the
demoastrators stopped while head monitors and the CANE legal advisor
for the day talked with 2 police officers.
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Defend the Rights of

The homes and livelihoods of com~
munity residents and small husiness
people are again being callously
threatened by the San Francisco Red-
evelopment Agency. During the past
month, RDA has been moving to com-
plete its plans for selling a num-
ber of buildings on Laguna street
between Bush and Sutter. Hoping to
force out Yamatc Auto, Marcie's
Beauty Shop, Jimmy's Barber shop,
Kintoki restaurant, Weldon's gro-
cery store, the Johnson family and
Quincy Lay, all of whom are long-
time members of the community.

Our latest word is that RDA is
planning to put these homes and
shops up for bid where they will be
grabbed up by real estate specula-
tors, around the early part of Au
gust. We can then expect the first
round of eviction notices soon af-~
ter this occurs. In addition, a va-
cant building located right next
door to the buildings to be sold is
also slated for demoliition.

While RDA is shamelessly schem—
ing to evict more residents and
shops out of Japantown, CANE has
been promoting unity amongst the
residents arcund the stand, 'We won't
move® and 'No more destruction, no
more evictions, no more dispersal.’
Instead of issuing eviction notices
we have demanded that RDA along with
Kintetsu repair existing buildings
50 that present residents and shops
can stay, while empty units be made
suitable for present and past resi-
dents in need of low-rent housing.

CANE and the tenants have been
develcoping an overall strategy that
will unite all of aur supporters.
The Key in our strategy is to build
a core of residents who will organ-
ize all of the residents in the 10
bleck area to stand firm with the
Laguna street tenants. Supporting
this main force of residents are
strong allies who can be an active
part of the struggle. These allies
include community groups, clubs,
churches, politicians, lawyers and
clientele of the affected businesses.

Utilizing the support of all
these forces, we are working on
different actions that must be ta-
ken to stop RDA from putting the
buildings up for bid, such as an
open community meeting where we
could meet RDA and Kintetsu in the
community and pressure them to meet
our demand and to stop the bidding
process.

All of us in the CANE general
membership have the responsibility
to help support our long-time ten-
ants from being kidgked out of the
community and to stop RDA from des-
troying any more low-rent housing
so that real estate speculators and
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big business interests can profit

off of the urban renewal process.,

This struggle must become the com-
mon fight of all members and sup-

porters

DEFEND THE RIGHTS OF LAGUNA ST.
RESIDENTS AND SMALL BUSINESSES!

STOP RDA'S EVICTIONS!

LOW RENT HOUSING AND SMALL BUSINESS
SPACE FOR THE PEOPLE OF NIHONMACHI!

If you are interested in helping
on this important issue you can;

1} Write letters supporting our
demand and that RDA not put the fol-
lowing buildings up for bid:
Weldon's Grocery - 1697 Sutter st.
Kintoki restaurant 1698 Sutter st.
Jimmy's Barber shop- 1712 Laguna
Marcie's Beauty shop -~ 1710 Laguna
Yamato's Auto ~ 1899 Bush st.
1734-38 Laguna

1871-5 Bush st.

Letters of support should be sent
to;

a. San Prancisco Redevelopment A-
gency (Central Office)

939 Ellis 'st., SF

attn: Arthur Evans, Director

b. Dept. of Housing and Urban
Development

SF Area Office

1 Embarcadero Center

Suite 1660, SF

c. state and local politicians

2) Help us set up a speaking engage~
ment with the organization, club,
or church you belong to.

3) Set up an informal workshop at
your home where we can discuss other
ways to pressure RDA and Kintetsu to
meet our demand.

4)

43 Contact CANE to help us plan out
the different tactics we're working
on developing.,

5) Help us circulate petitions and
leaflets in support of our demand
and the residents' rights to stay.

Asian American
Studies Center



Kintetsu Boycott

1975 the National Ja-
panese American Citizens League held
a luncheon at the Suehiro Restaurant
(Kintetsu-owned) as part of their
dedication ceremonies for the new

On July 20,

National JACL Headgquarters. CANE
viewed this as a violation of our
Kintetsu boycott and held a picket
of the brunch, in response. We also,
leafletted the CANE Resolution--
passed at JACL's 23rd Biennial Con-
vention last year, and boycott in-
formation to all attending the lun-
cheon. We wanted to expose the Na-
tional JACL leadership in their fai~-
lure to implement the CANE resolu-
tion and their failure to endorse
our boycott. By taking this action
we wanted to demonstrate to JACL,

as well as other groups, that we're
taking the issue of the boycott ser-
iously. 1In the past we have sent
three letters concerning our boycott.
to JACL and as of vet we have recei-
ved no reply--except for the invita-
tion to the luncheon held at Suehiro.
The picketting on July 20th was our
first major attempt at pressuring
National JACL to endorse the boycott
and we forsee continuing work being
done to achieve this end. CANE wo-
uld like to make clear that we do
not feel the violations of the boy-
cott by JACL represent the JACL mem-
bership as a whole, especially those
delegates and chapters who enthusias-
tically gave us their support at last
year's convention.

Just recently, we have received a
letter from the Japanese American
Citizens League youth group-- Japanese
American Youths (JAY's) expressing
formal endorsement which was very
strong and supportive. The JAY's
are a national human rights and ed-
ucational organization consisting
of twenty chapters across the nation.
In June, the JACL had a national bo-
ard meeting at their new headquarters
here in Nihonmachi and was scheduled
to stay at the Miyako Hotel (Kintet-
su--owned). The National Youth Co-
ordinating Council of the JAY's voted
to stay at- the Jack Tar Hotel for the
duration of the Naticnal Board meeting
to show their active support for CANE.

Asian American
Studies Center
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However, although urged by the JAY's
and a letter from CANE, some of the
remaining members of the National
Board violated our boycott and stayec
at the Miyako, . again showing that no
policy decision was made in regards
to our boycott by the National Board.
Within the past months we have re-
ceived support and encouragement
from distant places. A CANE member,
visiting Hawaii, brought back five
petitions of signatures upholding
the boycott. Also, news of the CANE
struggle has crossed the Pacific to
Japan--through the newsletter of the
International Support Group for San-

rizuka. They have reprinted our let-

ter to them which explained our sit-
vation in Nihonmachi and called for
active support of our boycott in Ja-
pan (to boycott Kintetsu-owned bus-
inesses in Japan). The International
Support Group for Sanrizuka repre-—
sents a struggle of farmers against
big business and the Japanese gov-
ernment. The farmers for eleven
yvears have fought against the con-
struction of the "New Tokyo Inter-
national Airport" on their farm land-
fighting against the confiscation of
their land. Our next newletter will
cover the history of Sanrizuka and
the current state of the situation
there--for we can already see some
parallels in their struggle and ours.
Positive response to our boycott
has been increasing during the past
months and we see the progression
of the boycott as part of our cam-
paign to stop Kintetsu and defeat
RDA. We feel the boycott is a means
to pressure Kintetsu and RDA to meet
our demand and thus a means for peo-
ple to show support to the overall
CANE struggle. We are starting to
see who are our friends and active
supporters. We feel the boycott is
moving- successfully and we urge you
to continue to honor the boycott and
spread the word about it. Please
remember this is an important way
in which all of us can help in the
struggle to save Nihonmachi!!

Boycott Scoreboard

The following orgaunizations have
thus far endorsed our boycott of
Kintetsu-owned businesses in Nihon-
machi:

National Japanese American Youth
Bay Area JACL

Japanese Community Services
Delegates at the Third World
Social Work Conference
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Reorganization Moves Ahead

If we are to truly carxy out our
stand of defeating Kintetsu, stopping
RDA and saving Nihonmachi; we must
build CANE into an organization cap-
able of doing so. Presently, CANE
is not organized to carry out the
above stand; we are organized only
to protest against Kintetsu, stall
RDA, and fight to save Nihonmachi.

During the past few weeks, through
meetings of the CANE cabinet, Coor-~
dinating Committee, standing commit-
tees, and workshops for our general &
members, we have managed to pinpoint
three major problems that must be
solved to move CANE forward. The
three problems are: ;

1) The problem of leadership and
general membership participation.

We must clarify our leadership body
and insure general membership in-
volvement in decision-making and
carrying out decisions.

2} The problem of incorporation.
We must provide ways in which all
who support CANE can lend their sup-
port, on a variety of different le-
vels. One way is the creation of a
CANE Tenants Uniocn, whereby tenants
of Nihonmachi can more actively take
part in the decisions of CANE.

3) The problem of education. We
need tc improve our efforts of car-
rying out education to our own meni-
bership and our community as a whole.
One idea under discussiocn is the ex-
pansion of our newsletter into a
community newspaper capable of reach-
ing thousands.

Identifying these three problems
has only been the first step. We
must now set as our task solving the
problemns.

One way . in which the problems may
be solved is through investigation
-~~ going out and talking with other
organizations similar to CANE and
finding out how they are dealing
with problems we face.

The Ad Hoc Reorganization Commit-
tee has begun to set up investiga~
tion teams to talk with groups in
the Bay Area. With the approval of
our general membership, we would al-
so like to send CANE representatives
to other parts of the country.
Groups we wculd like to contact are
mass organizations involved in strug-
gles against government agencies and
big business interests, other organ-
izations which produce newspapers,
and existing tenants unions.

Among the list of groups which
have so far been suggested in the
first category are the Chinese Pro-
gressive Asscciation in Chinatown,
the Union of Democratic Pilipinos,
the United Farm Workers Support Com=-
mittee, La Raza En Accion in the
Mission, and t ¢ Internaticonal Hotel
Tenants Asscciation in Chinatown-
Manilatown.
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Among newspapers which have so
far been suggested are the Bay
Guardian, New Dawn, Chinese Aware-
ness in Los Angeles, East/West in
S.F. Chinatown, Rising Up Angry in
Chicago, the Guardian in New York,
and the Call in Los Angeles.

Among tenants unions which have
been suggested are the I-Hotel Ten-
ants Assoc., Berkeley Tenants Or-
ganizing Committee and tenants
groups in New York and Cambridge.

During the July 4 weekend, CANE
had the opportunity to hest six
visitors from Seattle who are ac-. =
tive in the Committee for Correc-
tive Action Program, which is fight~
ing against destructicn of their
community by corporations and the
government through projects such
as a domed stadium, a train termi=- .
nal and tourism. Through meetings
with the Seattle people, we exchan-
ged valuable experiences and per-
spectives on educating, organiziag
and mobilizing our communities a=-
gainst the powerful forces attempt-
ing to drive us out.

Also, during the last week in
June, CANE president Saichi Kawa-
hara, during his wvacation to his
birthplace of Hawaii, established
centacts with tenants organizations
fighting evictions.

In shert, by talking with other
organizations about the problems
we in CANE face, we are gaining val-
uable perspectives on how we can
go about scolving these problems.

The Ad Hoc Reorganization Commit-
tee will be consolidating this weal-
th of information and put forward a
prcposal to ths CANE general mem-~
bership concerning a new structure,
one that is able to effectively car-
ry forth our slogan of "Stop Kintet-
su, bDefeat RDA, We shall not be mo-
ved!"

Are you interested in the reorg-
anization investigation now taking
place? Here's the ways you can be-~
come involved:

1) Raise your suggestions about
organizations yvou feel should be
contacted by the investigation teams.

2} Take part in the investigation
team meetings with other organiza-~
tions.

3} Raise your ideas for improv-
ing CANE

CANE @mml meckin
{ridag) uly 257, 30,

gt m ﬁw‘ﬁ ~évtb @i
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STREET FAIR
DRAWS HUNDREDS

On June 29th, Nihonmachi came
alive to the vibrant sights and
sounds of the second annual Nihon-
machi Street Fair. Coordinated by
the Japanese Community Youth Council
and students from an Asian American
Studies class at S. F. State, the
Street Fair attracted thousands of
people and involved the participa-
tion of 28 Asian organizations and
church groups. Through music, dance,
arts, crafts and food, the Street
Fair was successful in bringing
Asians together and strengthening
our community ties.

This year's CANE booth provided
an opportunity for many people to
learn about and support our organ-
ization and our activities through
silk-~screened T-shirts, banners,
buttons, pamphlets and petitions.

In addition, a photo display provig-
ed the booth's backdrop, enabling
visitors to get a glimpse of Nihon-
machi before the ravages of rede-
velopment.

The Street Fair has become an
important event in the life of our
community and we wish to extend our
congratulations to those who organ-
ized and worked on the Street Fair.
In addition, we want to thank those
who patronized our booth and all the
workers who make this year's CANE
boocth so successful.

demo./ campaign cont.cont. rom p.2

The rally had originally been scheduled for the Peace Plaza, but
National Breamar Corporation, which owns the Plaza, flatly refused
to grant us permission to use the Plaza, and instead notified the po-
lice of our intentions. Under protest and in order to have an undis-

rupted rally, we changed the location.

Still, we wanted to march

once around inside the Plaza mall to protest National Breamar's in-

just policy.

Our legal advisor told us we were within our rights since

the plaza was semi-public, open space and there were no "No teespass~

ing" signs anywhere.

After it became clear the officers would not listen to reason, we

peacefully and orderly began to enter

the plaza. The officers, how-

ever took out their sticks and began to push people. The crowd just
went around the officers and the entire march went inside the plaza.

After marching inside the plaza,
to picket and chant in front of Xint

the marchers went up to Post St.
etsu's Miyako Hotel. During the

picketing a United Farm Workers support March appeared up the street
on Laguna, heading for Lucky Supermarket. Two individuals from the UFW
march came down to our picket, and spoke about the UFW boycott and

gave support to our demonstration.

a number of CANE Supporters went ov
The picketing lasted about 45 minut
fice and heard a brief summation ta

The demonstration is still in th

After our demonstraticn was over,

er to support the UFW demonstration.
es, then we headed back to the of=~
1k by one of the head monitors.

e process of being summarized as

to its strong and weak points, a more thorough summation will be pre-
sented at the upcoming general meeting scheduled for Friday, July 25th.
After the demonstration the campaign committee looked again at the
various issues facing us. We have decided that the most important and
pPressing issue in the community is the situation facing the Laguna st.
tenants. The reascons for the shift in focus from the bowling alley to

Laguna st were;
1} The tenants on Laguna st.

face eminent eviction.

2) RDA is clearly the enemy, and NCDC is not involved

3) Our stand of, 'We shall not be moved'

is clear in this issue.

4) Bidding for the buitdings is coming up and we are unprepared.
5) The tenants on this site feel strongly about our stand and our

willing to fight!

But at the same time as we focus on the Laguna st. situation, we
must not stop work on the other issues that exist. The 2 major issues

besides Laguna st are:

a.)Kintetsu's expansion- the bowling alley and

the opening of the Kyoto Inn and Miyako extension, and b.) 1772 Sutter

st. and other empty units.

We are keeping an eye on all empty

units and will work to prevent

RDA from demolishing them. At the same time we are trying to develop
a list of individuals and groups wanting a place in Nihonmachi and we
will pressure RDA to repair these units and move people in.

Around the issue of Kintetsu's expansion, generally we are plan-
ning to intensify outreach on the boycott - we have to really get the
word out to make the boycott effective. We are in the process of get~-
ting support from various JACL chapters and other friendly forces in

the community.

The future of our community is at stake, whether we have a

'Kintet~-

su-town' or a small business and residential community -depends in part
on the success or failure of this campaign. We hope vou will give your

support to the campaign committee,

donate o the campalgn please don't

fice, 9321-B84

if you have anv ideas or time to
hesitate to call us at the CANE of-



Cane Meets With Seattle Group  Housing Legislation Initiated

The struggle for low-rent housing
is being waged by organizations and
communities throughout the nation.

A rewarding relationship was develop-
ed between CANE and a similar group
from Seattle when we met to share
information and discuss ways to help
each other.

The brief but extensive meeting,
taking place during the July 4th
weekend, was held with six members
of the Committee for the Corrective
Action Program (CAP), an organiza-
tion fighting to preserve Seattle's
International District. CAP is
fighting against the destruction of
the community by such corporate and
governmental projects as a domed
stadium, a train terminal and tour-
ism.

The International District is the
home of the city's Asians, mainly
Chinese, Japanese and Pilipino. Add-
itionally, it contains a great quan-
tity of low-rent hotel units that
are empty and will possibly be des-
troyed in the name of "progress".
According to CAP, of a total of 44
hotels, 28 are currently closed.

CAP is working to get these' buildings
rehabilitated in order to meet the
community's need for low-rent hous-
ing.

For this eventful meeting between
the two groups, three goals were set:
1) establish on-going communications,
2) share information and organizing
experiences, and 3) examine ways to
support each other's work. Meeting
each day until evening, a great deal
of information was exchanged that
will surely advance our struggles
and strengthen both groups.

Since summaries of the meeting
are still incomplete, a more detail-
ed report will be given in the next
Newsletter. As for future work both
CAP and CANE have agreed to keep
consistent correspondence and set up
another meeting possibly before the
end of the summer. The friendships
formed and the unity established at
these meetings stands as living
proof of the growing resistance to
those forces that would destroy our
communities for the sake of profits!

For many years now, the poor and
Third World communities of San Fran-
cisco have been struggling for sur-
vival. 1In the continuing fight for
low-rent housing, an ordinance which
would regulate the issuance of de-
molition and alteration permits has
been introduced to the Board of Su-
pervisors by the International Hotel.

The International Hotel provides
housing (as it has for decades) for
low-income people, mostly elderly
Pilipino and Chinese men living in
the Manilatown-Chinatown area. The
I-Hotel is owned by a private cor-
poration, the Four Seas Corporation,
which hopes to demolish the hotel
so that a more profitable enterprise
can be constructed. The I-Hotel
Tenants Association sees the pro-
posed ordinance as part of the stra-
tegy to save the Hotel from this
demolition.

This important ordinance provides
regulation of demolition and altera-
tion permits for not only private
land-owners (such as Four Seas Corp.)
but also governmental agencies (such
as S.F. Redevelopment Agency). This
much needed legislation is not only
for the I-Hotel, but would provide
protective legislation for all exist-
ing housing units (particularly low-
rent housing) throughout all of San
Francisco.

Since this ordinance affects not
only the I-Hotel, but all existing
communities in San Francisco, mass
support is needed to pressure City
Hall for its passage. The Inter-
national Hotel Tenants Association
encourages people to either call or
write the Planning, Housing and De-
velopment Committee of the Board of
Supervisors in support of the ordi-
nance. If you wish more information
around this ordinance, you can con-.
tact the I-Hotel Tenants Assoc. at
982-4249.

We in CANE fully support this or-
dinance and urge all of you to offer
your support too, for only through
mutual support and unity can we real-
ize the right of the people to decent
low-rent housing!

Surprise Party !

Clarence Spear, of Weldon's Gro-
cery fame and a long-time CANE mem-
ber, was the focus of attention at
a surprise birthday party held for
him at the home of CANE Cabinet-mem-
ber, Helen Jones. Held on the night
of July 5, the party was a fun and.
lively affair attended by friends,
relatives, and CANE members. We
once again wish a hearty "Happy
Birthday" to Clarence, whose friend-
ly sexrvice to the community and
staunch support of CANE is deeply
appreciated and respected by all.
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Kimochi Lunch

Program Commended

The Kimochi lunch program, a
federally funded project directed
at meeting the nutritional needs of
Issei in the area, recently received
recognition for the quality service
it has provided to the Japanese com-
munity. Kimochi's accomplishments
were reported in both the Hokubei
and Nichi Bei newspapers as well as
being lauded by city and state of-
ficials.

From Monday thru Friday, Kimochi
serves Japanese meals, planned by
dieticians, to about 100 Issei in
San Francisco. For those persons
who live outside of Nihonmachi and
are unable to obtain transportatiocn
into the area, there is also a take
out service.

According to Lucy Kubota, who
helps with the lunch program and is
an active member of CANE, the need
for such take out service was crea-
ted by the disbursal of Issei
through redevelopment.

She sees the lunch program as one
approach to the struggles of retain-
ing Nihonmachi - at least the spir-
it within the people and their feel-
ing of community. "The feeling of
community", Ms. Kubota stated,
"comes from living and sharing to-
gether. Redevelopment is forcing
us apart...and in doing this, is
destroying something which belongs
to all Japanese-Americans."”

David Ishida, Lunch Program
Director, attributed Kimochi's ac-
complishments to the fact that work-
ers and participants alike believe
in the program and what it is doing.
"Support from the community, for the
community."

CANE would like to express our
support for the Kimochi lunch pro-
gram, particularly the workers
" and staff personnel who work hard to
make the program what it is, an im-
portant service for the Issei members
of the community.

ARTS PROGRAM
BLOSSOMS

On Wednesday night (July 9),
seven groups representing eleven
programs met to begin to lay the
groundwork for a community art
movement. This movement promises to
fulfill a long-existing need for the
development of art and culture that
is by and for the community. Funded
by the S.F. Neighborhood Arts Pro-
gram, the Nihonmachi Art Movement
Workshop is encouraging participa-
tion by people of all ages and in-
terests by offering many types of
programs. Among the many programs
are classes in video, singing,
writing, dance, silkscreen and
photography.

The Art Movement Workshop is more
than just a series of classes, or
a group of artists getting together,
for it has several goals that are
very worthy of mention. These goals
are: to promote the concept of "art
with a useful purpose for the peo-
ple”, to use art to advance the
struggles in the community, and to
combat the use of art for profit-
making purposes and the exploitation

of artists.

So, if vou are a struggling ar-
tist who wants to do something for
the community and vyourself, or just
a person with ideas or similar in-
terests, there will be a meeting
for YOU to voice your ideas and to
find out more about this worthwhile
and exciting project.

GENERAL MEETING
Friday, August 15 - 7:30 p.m.
UJCS - 2012 Pine Street

or call Boku Kodama at 387-8861.

CANE Speaks Out

CANE members Dr. Kazue Togasaki
and June B. Hibino will appear .on
the "Asian Now" television program
on Saturday, Aug. 2, 9 to 9:30 a.m.

The program, dedicated to the
coverage of affairs in the Asian
American community, is bilingual,
with special programs set up in
Japanese, Chinese, Tagalog, and
Korean languages.

The Aug. 2 program was coordin-
ated by show host Kazuko Takai and
will be devoted entirely to CANE.
Dr. Togasaki will speak in Japanese
about Issei housing and the effects
of redevelopment on the elderly.
Ms. Hibino will speak on present
CANE activities, focusing on our
campaign against RDA and Kintetsu.

Show host Kazuko Takai had on a
previous program editorialized in
support of CANE and.our boycott a-
gainst Kintetsu.

Meanwhile, CANE member Tracy Ta-
kano was recently featured on the
"San Francisco Today" program over
KBHK, channel 44. Show host Marianne
Bowdrey interviewed Takano about CANE
activities.

“



Community Forum
A Success

On the evening of June 21, 1975,
an eager and diverse crowd assembled
at Morning Star School. The occasion
was an educational forum sponsored by
a S.F. State Asian American Studies
Class entitled "Urban Renewal and the
Destruction of Nihonmachi.”

Following a warm welcome, an ab-
sorbing pictorial essay of the his-
tory of the people of Nihonmachi was
given via a slide show accompanied
by music. A candid panel of resi-
dents and small business-people of
followed. Through discussion, the
panel revealed stirring personal ex-
periences and feelings about the re-
development of Nihonmachi and exposed

how the Redevelopment Agency and large

corporations have been transforming
the community into a tourist showcase.

During -intermission, many people
perused the display of photos of the
community spanning the years from its
birth to the present day. A pene-
trating slide show followed which
explained how the destructive rede-
velopment of Nihonmachi is tied into
an overall Bay Area Masterplan which

.. is systematically destroying neigh-

borhoods in order to turn S.F. into
"Wall Street of the West." CANE
cabinet-member, Mr. George Iwao,
then spoke, offering CANE as a means
of fighting redevelopment and em-
phasizing the need to unite with our
allies and become better organized.
A heart~felt summation speech, given
by a member of the class, acknow- ~
ledged how the struggle for Asian
American Studies (which made the
forum possible) and the growing
resistance against destructive re-
development are part of the ongoing
historical struggle of Japanese
Americans for Justice and Dignity.'

All in all, it was a highly in-
formative forum and one that was
well-received by an open and appre-
ciative crowd of people.

International Support

News about our campaign against
Kintetsu and our recent June 2lst
demonstration has reached Japan and
is causing great interest.

Recently, CANE was contacted by
the Bay Area correspondent of the
Yomiuri newspaper, one of Japan's
three largest newspapers. The cor-
respondent said she had received a
call from her Tokyo office asking
her to find out what was happening
in Nihonmachi between CANE and Kin-
tetsu. The Yomiuri correspondent
also mentioned that at the recent
International Women's Conference in
Mexico City, delegates from San
Francisco told delegates from Japan
about Kintetsu's destructive actions
in Nihonmachi. The Japanese dele-
gates were outraged and said they
would begin organizing demonstra-—
tions against Kintetsu in Japan.

Meanwhile, a number of other
Japanese news correspondents  and
magazine writers have contacted CANE
for information on the current strug-
gle. A correspondent from "Shukan
Posuto” (Weekly Post) is now prepar-
ing an article.

Also, the International Support
Committee for Sanrizuka in Japan,
which is supporting the struggle of
small farmers in a village outside
Tokyo against the construction of
the Narita airport, carried in its
last newsletter an appeal from CANE
asking for the people of Japan to
boycott Kintetsu.

American news media have alsc ex-~
pressed increasing interest in the
CANE struggle. Recently, we have
been interviewed by staff writers
from the New ¥York Times Sunday sup-
plement magazine and New Republic.

T

In Sympathy

Hikoichi Shimamoto and his oldest
son, Shoji, both dear and highly re-
spected members of Nihonmachi were
given last respects by an emotional,
overflowing crowd of friends and re-
latives last Friday, July 19.

The funeral, taking place at the
San Francisco Buddhist Church, cor-
ner of Pine and Octavia, was attend-
ded by over 500 people, who were
shocked and saddened over the coin-
cidental, dual deaths occuring earl-
ier in the week.

The elder Shimamoto, 73, was the
founder and owner of Shima Transfer,
a well-known local drayage company.
His son, Shoji, 45, worked with the
company. and was respected by all who
knew him. A resident of Larkspur,
Shoji had been in ill health.recent-
ly, as was the father, a longtime
resident of Nihonmachi.

Many people have remembered with
fondness how the Shimamoto family
had always helped in times of need;
quickly and unselfishly. The loss
of two such well thought-of individ-
uals is tremendous. We, in CANE,
send our deepest sympathy to the
Shimamoto family and its relatives.

The Newsletter staff includes
Kim Geron, Betty Kimura, Boku
Kodama, Wes Senzaki, Pat Tomo-
toshi, Michele Wong.

Special thanks to: Aki Aocy-
agi, Lana Jang, Chizuko Lamp-
man, Wayne Nishioka, Miks Tsu-~
kahara, Sango, UJCS and Jim
Seltzer.

o



HOKUBEI & MAINICHI

EDITORIAL COMMENT

CANE Needs

By HOWARD M. IMAZEKI
Editor, English Section

Even after two years of zea-
lous efforts, the CANE has yet:
t6 arouse the people.of Nihon-
machi {o-whatevet it aims to ac-
complish. We wonder why . . :

The acronym stands for Com-
mittee Against Nihonmachi Evic-
tion, giving us the impression
that a lot of people in our town
are being evicted forcibly with-
out mercy.

First, this group of young
people bucked against the Ni--
machi Community Development

. ‘Corporation demanding that the
latter stop turning the Nihon-
machi into a “tourist trap,” giv-
ing us the impression that it
was something “evil” to’ obtain
Bovernment assistance ‘to re-
make our area in San Francisco,
into a respectable place to live
and to do business.

Next, this group of young
people bucked against the San
Francisco Redevelopment Agen-
'y, giving us the impression that
this government agency - was
something akin to ‘an ugly mon-
ster gobbling up le and
houses .to satisfy its “capitalis-
tic” appetite.

And- currently, this group of
outsiders, who seemingly have,
very little root in our communal
soil, are bucking against the
Kintetsu Enterprises, USA (a
California corporation), giving
us the impression that this Ja-
pan-based commercial organiza-
tion is here to promote its dirty
“imperialistic” expansion.

Presumably, it is the CANE's
intention to help /the residents
and sma;l merchants to stay in

CANE SETS IT STRAIGHT

DEAR EDITOR:

As elected officers of the Com- :

mittee Against Nihonmachi Evic.
tion, we would like to respond
to the June 24 editorial of Ho-
ward Imazeki. We ask that our
views ‘be presented so that
others in our ‘community can
weigh what we say against what
was said in the editorial and to
decide for themselves which re-
flects an accurate picture of the
redevelopment situation in Ni-
honmachi.

(1) Acconding t6 Imazeki, the
Redevelopment Agency (RDA)
&nd Kintetsu Enterprises, a large
corporation from Japan, are “re-
vitalizing” Nihonmachi, But
whit has this “revitalization”
really meznt?

tics.

“TUESDAY, JUNE 24, 1975

Better P.R.

Nihonmachi to continue their re-
sidence and maintain their
places of business here. It is an
‘admirable- intention. But CANE
‘has no monopoly on such an in-
tention. All of us are deeply con-
cerned with the welfare of .the
residents and the small mer- |
chants who make their living |
here. 4

Intention alone, however, is

not enough. Those who are real-
ly interested in the welfare of !
the. people here would have,;
some definite workable  plans
and feagible ideas to help revi-,

i CANE

our community.

.must have its plans and ideas

and it feels frustrated because

NCDC and SFRA lend no sym-
pathetic ears to their plans and

ideas. If so, then, there is some-

thing utterly lacking in its Pub:

lic Relations strategy and tac-

The easiest thing in our com-
munity life is to do no-
thing. "The easiest thing, for if-|
stance, for the Hokubei Mainichi !
is to stay put where we are and
continue our small newspaper
and printing enterprises ensconc-.
ed in this dilapidated structure
on Sutter St. But we have com-
mitted ourselves to renew our-
selves, for which we will be
spending more than $300,000 to
re-establish ourselves in a new
building on Post St. sited by the
NCDC committee. All of us will
have to suffer sacrifices for
many years to come. And many
of us will not berable to see or
gain the benefit of this sacrifi-
cial . investment. But we have
made our decision to do so for
the Nihonmachi people. who
come after us.

The decision to rehabilitate

WEDNESDAY, JULY 9, 1975

It has meant the removal of
hundreds of Issei, families and
children. ¥t has meant the sei-
zure of land from community
people by large corporations,
such as Kintetsu, the American
subsidiary of Japan’s largest pri-
vate railway company, which

' now controls nearly a quarter of

the land in Nihonmachi, includ-
ing half the Japan Trade Center,
two major hotels, and other bu-
sinesses. It has meant the de-
gradation of our culture and
heritage into tourist commodi-
ties to be sold for the profits of
these corporations.
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and revitalize our Nihonmachi
was made more than a decade
ago Iwbelt‘: some of the goung
people who now compose CANE.
were still in public schools, and
when some of its leaders were
still not in the Western Addition
or in San Francisco, or even in
California. They now speak of
“Boycott Miyako Hotel, Boycott
Suehiro  Restaurant, - Boycott
Kyoto Inn, Boycott Bowling. Al-
ley,” all Kintetsu enterprises.
We question the seriousness of
their intention, for if they could
be 100 per cent successful in
their activity it. will mean the
retrogression of our Nihonmachi.
Surely, it is not their intention
to bring death on Nihonmachi.

From the looks of the ex.
tremely slow progress we are
making in redeveloping our Ni-
honmachi, we are quite certain
that the SFRA and NCDC are
giving their utmost considera-
i tion to the moving or re-moving
of the people and business places
involved. From the looks of the
situation, it will undoubtedly
i take another 10 years before the
Nihonmachi redevelopment pro-
‘ject is brought to its final con-
clusion,

We sincerely hope all these
hue and cry being raised by the
politically-conscious ‘CANE peo-
ple will not end in mere mastur-
batory efforts of their youthful
energy.

CANE does not see the “re-
vitalization” of Nihonmachi in
terms of high rise tourist hotels,
lavish office buildings, high rent
housing and bowling alleys. We
believe that a community is
people — but it is these very
same people that RDA and Kin-
tetsu are driving out.

(2) Imazeki contends that the
Nihonmachi Community Deve-
lopment Corporation (NCDC), a
select group of property owners,
is concerned with the welfare of
our’ community. In reality, NC-
DC members, as property own-
rs, are obsessed with their own
economic self-interests. Y's this
perspective which has led NCDC
to turn its back on friends and
neighbors by . supporting the

cont. anp.ll



cont. from .page 10

building of Kintetsu’s hotels and
bawling alleys at the expense of
needed low-rent housing.
NCDC members talk of the
“sacrifices” they are making to
survive in Nikonmachi. What
they fail to grasp is why these
“sacrifices” are being made. The
economic hardships they now
face are a direct result of Kin-
tetsu and RDA’s destruction of
homes and shops, the destruc-
tion of the historic interdepen-
dent relationship between resi-
dents and small merchants that
has long characterized Nihon-
machi, L
Today, many NCDC members
feel that the only way they can
survive is to join hands with
RDA and Kintetsu by building
expensive apartments with rents
starting at $250-month for a stu-
dio unit. However, by joining

hands with RDA and Kintetsu,

NCDC far from promoting its
survival is actually ensuring its
own death. For we can see that
just within the past ten years
in NCDC, small property own-
ers have been pushed out of the
area while large corporations
like Kintetsu have grabbed up
more and more land. In short,
NCDC’s perspective of self-in-
terest, glorified as “self-sacri-
fice,” is being promoted at the
expense of Nihonmachi’s need
for low-rent housing and small
business space.

€3) Imazeki characterizes our
organization, CANE, which form-

ed three years ago to challenge’

the injustices of redevelopment,
as basically *“young people”
without “communal roots” who
put forth no “workable plan’* for
saving our cpmmunity. These
are false accusations.
Firstly, the young people of
are a minority. Two-
thirds of our 300 members are
over the age of 36. What is seri-
ous, though, is Imazeki's con-
demnation of CANE simply be-
cause of its “young people.” The
issue is not whether a person is
young or old but what he or she

advocates. It is on this basis that
CANE should be evaluated.
Secondly, the members of our
organization are deeply rooted
in all aspects of community life.
We are activa in churches, clubs,
service organizations, political
associations. The real outsiders
without ‘“communal roots” go
by the names of National Brae-
mar (from Hawaii), Kintetsu
(from Japan), the Redevel
ment Agency. They are the
:gri;es re:ﬁogsible for the hatryd-
s fac y ‘our community.
, CANE has put forth
what we feel is a “workable”
g!an to save our community. We
ave demended that RDA and
Kintetsu, instead of building
tourist hotels and bowling alleys,
provide funds to repair existing
low-rent housing and small bu-
siness space in Nihonmachi and
build new units to replace on a
one-to-one basis those they have
‘historically destroyed through
the redevelopment process. And
furthermore that ‘these units ‘be
made available first to past and
present residents and small bu-
siness in need of them and se-
cond to all others in need of
low-rent housing and small bu-
siness. space. We have called for
a boycott of four Kintetsu-own-
ed businesses until this demand
is met.
Among the buildings in Nij-
honmachi that we feel should
be repaired with the rents kept
low are those in the vicinity of
Sutter and Laguna. RDA is now
attempting to sell off these
buildings to land speculators
and to evict tenants such as
Clarence Spear and S. Freddie
Powell of Weldon’s Grocery,
Mrs. Otani of Kintoki Restau-
rant, Marcie Suarez of Marcie's
Beauty Salen, Jimmy Fujisad~
of Jimmy’s Barber Shop, March
Dobashi of Yamato Auto, Quin-
cy Lay and the Johnson Family
We have asked for the support
of others”in the community to
prevent these people from being
driven out of their homes and
shops. Significantly, NCDC has
sHown no compassion for these
individuals, although many have
been long time neighbors.
In summary, the struggle of
tenants on Laguna Street brings
into sharp focus just who is or

is not working for the survival
of our Nihonmachi. RDA, Kin-
tetsu and'NCDC have put for-
wand no *workable plan” to fix
up the buildings to insure that
present tenants can remain and
former tenants can return. in-
stead, RDA is trying to sell the
buildings to land speculators.

. Contrary to this, we in CANE
have secured the passage of a
resolution by the San Francisco
Human Rights. Commission call-
ing for RDA to stop the sale of
the buildings, to fix them up,
and to maintain them at low
rents to guarantee that present
tenants may remain. Is this the
type. of activity that would
bring “death” to Nihonmachi, as
Imazeki claims we are doing?

Lastly, we are aware that
Imazeki’s June 24 editorial was
not his first attack on CANE.
Back in July 1974 when we went
before the National JACL Con-
vention in Portland with a reso-
lution asking support of CANE,
Imazeki editorialized that we
had no right to do so. He claim-
ed that our resolution would be
flatly rejected. In fact, the re-
solution passed by a vote of
68-3. 3
Imazeki’s faulty analysis in
July 1974 was based on his iso-
Iation from issues in our com-
munity. Similarly, his shallow
analysis contained in the June
24 editorial reflects this very-
same lack of understanding of
the key issues ‘involved in re-
development.

Let this be a lesson for all to
become truly knowledgeable of
the issues and on that basis to
take an informed position. We
have found from -past experience
that once the facts are made
clear and the issues understood,
the vast majority of people have
supported our position.

Sincerely,

Members of CANE Cabinet —
Saichi - Kawahara, Joyce Naka-
mura, S. Freddie Powell, Glenn
Omatsu, Helen Liveritte, Sue
Wong, George Iwao, and Helen
Jones.

Our stand: NO MORE DESTRUCTION AND
DISPERSAL, and WE SHALL NOT BE
MOVED!

Our demand: Kintetsu and RDA, in-
stead of building bowling alleys
and hotels, provide funds to repair
existing low-rent housing and small
business space in Nihonmachi and to
build new units to replace on a one-
to-one basis those they have histor-
ically destroyed through the rede-
velopment process; and furthermore
that the repaired and new units be
made available on the following
lines:

1) First priority be given to
past and present residents
and small businesses of Ni-
honmachi in need of low-rent
housing and small business
space;

2) Second priority be given to
any others in need of low-
rent housing and small busi-
ness space.

WE NEED

Basic information

CANE Address:
1858 Sutter Street

San Francisco, CA. 94115

CANE Office Hours:

5 p.m. to 8 p.m. weekdays
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturdays

Closed Sundays

Phone Number:
921-8841

YOUR HELP!

| would like to . . .

(check one or more)

join CANE.
receive your
newslefier

. make o donation




A POEM FORNIHONMACHI

The following poem was written by David Ruiz, a talented writer-
poet who lives in the Mission district - a community that is strug-
gling against its destruction by BART. Here, in his own words, is
a brief introduction to the poem:

I came in contact with' CANE haphazardly one weekend in the Fall
of 1974 when I was walking around Buchanan and Post. There, I met
a couple of the CANE workers distributing literature. Prior to
this, I wasn't aware that ‘there was a struggle in existence against
RDA and Kintetsu as such - primarily because it didn't seem like
there was a community left +to do anything about Kintetsu's growth.
My blindness soon recovered when I saw, through the help of others,
a neglected low-income community behind the walls of the Trade Cen-
ter, Suehiro Restaurant, and the Kokusai Theater...

In my poem, I speak in concern of the Nihonmachi community and
the decay that's left. Nevertheless, the people form a bond hold-
ing loose pieces together that no monstrous corporate machine has
power to destroy.

NIHONMACHI REVISITED (to Al Robles)
I

Your streets are deserted of bodies and voices
Full of sandfilled lots and driveways,

Only the whisp of the wind is heard
««...Nihonmachi, where are you?

Your buildings just hang there,

The plywood planks hang loosely like leaves on a tree,
; shedding, making way for new and brighter ones to come.
.....Nihonmachi, where are you going?

At a distance far beyond, around Buchanan and Post,

I see this new corporation ousting you out.

Bowling alleys and swimming pools you will find,

Hot baths and a steam room at Kabuki Hot Springs, so it's called,
Kintetsutown they'll call you.

+«...but Nihonmachi, where will you go?

Your Mimatsu Restaurant stands there,
Decaying from age,
Kintoki, where people still go,

still at home. But how long, Nihonmachi?
«+...Nihonmachi, what will you do?

New paths will be paved, tread by strangers,
Seeking a plastic exotic mecca - Chinatownized
By the creeping corporation,
Destroying what's left,
Spreading like a cancer and rebuilding for itself
.<...Nihonmachi, what does this mean?

IT

Nihonmachi, I am a stranger in your deserted streets,
though I try not to be.
The Kyoto Coffee Shop stands there and is still yours, and I
guess I am the kind they. try to avoid.
Everytime I go in the Kokusai Theater, there's a white face
everywhere I look. .+ Why Nihonmachi?
Even those new restaurants thay built on your streets serve
American food - pork chops and veal cutlets.
IIT
The peace pagoda, surrounded by stones and water seems even
loneliey il wwy BaS
Where has everybody gone?
Your sidewalks remain clean.
Your buildings continue to fall apart from the power of the
moving crane, and the decay from neglect.
Slowly, slowly they will all come down
one by one
piece by piece
And your lots filled with debris and sand will remain
vacant with the breeze going by, for a long time ahead.
Nihonmachi, why? .
...... and Nihonmachi, where are you going?

wpage 12 .
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