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Housing: CANE’s Central Focus

Residents Demand Justice From RDA

At the Tast General meeting, a vague plan
for a Housing Campaign was presented to the
membership -- a plan which immediately met with
many questions and criticisms from those pre-
sent.

The plan concerned getting the demands of
three residents on the 1700 block of Buchanan
met and a demand to rehabilitate several large
homes for low-cost housing on the 1700 block
of Laguna. To the membership, the plan was
limited in its effectiveness and as one mem-
ber said, "What we need is to put on agita-
tion and confrontation" to force the Redeve-
Jooment Agency to meet the demands, primarily
the residents’.

Although the membership voted in favor of
the plan for a Housing Campaign it was not
clear how we would force the agency to meet
the demands and how people could become ac-
tively involved in the strugale.

Following the General meeting, the ad hoc
Housing Committee and the Coordinating Commit-
tee agreed that the original plan was prema-
ture and without clear goals and actions that
could mobilize the people to confront the RDA.

cont. on page 4

JACL Votes Support for CANE

Delegates Approve Resolution, 68 to 3!

A CANE resolution condemning the redeve-
lopment nrocess and declared to have "a 90
per cent chance of losing" was nassed bv an
overwhelming 68 to 3 vote at the recent 23rd
Biennial Hational JACL Convention in Portiand.

The resolution, snonsored by the JACL
chanters of Sacramenta, San Mateo and Bav ‘rea
was a last-minute decision bv the Coordinatina
Committee which saw a possible opnortunity to
have this national aroup take a stand on re-
develonment, a destructive force which has
disnersed communities throuahout the country.
Then in mid-July, the Coordinating Committee,
on a suggestion by the San 'lateo chanter,
moved to send three CANE members -- Saichi
Kawahara, Joyce Nakamura and Lucien Kubota --
to Tobby for the resolution.

For the trin, three acals were estahiished:
1) make JACL take a position on the CANE
struagie and the destruction of Nihonmachi,
2) find out which JACL chanters sunnorted the
CANE struanle (creating a hasis for future
workina relationshins) and 3) nublicize the
CANE strunnle nationallv bv educatina the
JACL deleaates in attendance.
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In carrying out this strategy we have so

Building A Safer Community

The campaign for more traffic lights in
Nihonmachi has gotten underway.

Starting in the latter part of June, the
campaign was a direct result of the intolerable
and confusing situation at the intersection of
Sutter and Webster where countless near-acci-
dents and six accidents have occurred within
the last three months.

Just what we plan to accomplish through
the campaian can best be stated through the
goals:

*succeed in obtaining the traffic lights.

*unite with other community oraanizations
as well as concerned and affected indj-
viduals.

*educate people to the CANE struagle and
show we are an organization that takes
positive steps in the interest of Nihon-
machi.

To accomplish these goals, a strateqy has
been developed which would: demand that the
city's Department of Public Works work for
public safety as an important aspect in keep-
ing Nihonmachi a residential and small busi-
ness community, and expose the city's disre-
aard for the people's safety.:

far drawn up a petition and sent a let to
the Board of Supervisors. BDianne Fein in
forwarded her letter to Public Yorks vho,
turn, renlied to us that a light would not
installed until 1975 The reason, said
Works, is a lack of money, In the meant
how does the city plan to alleviate the
dous conditions?

For future actions, plans have been de~
veloned that would draw up further letters,
leaflets and other types of mailinas to var-
ious organizations, attempt to receive ends
sements from other organizations and work to
publicize the situation.

These steps, we feel, will nressure Public
YWorks in taking immediate steps. And
be most optimistic in succeeding, but its
complete success will be determined by the
participation of the membership. For examnle,
three vears ago, a similar situation occurred
when Public Works was confronted and pressured
by the community in installing Tights at the
intersections of Sutter and Laguna and at
Sutter and Buchanan.

When first approached at that time, the
city used a similar excuse to ignore the safe-
ty of the community. But when individuals and
aroups in Nihonmachi banded together and an-
niied pressure -- presto -- the city suddenly
found the funds and instantly installed the
liaghts. Community meobilization, then, is the
answer to bureaucratic red tane!

But should the focus of the campaign re-
main solely at Sutter and Hebster? Durine
July, the Coordinating Committee voted to ex-
pand our efforts to include the intersection
of Sutter and Octavia where in the near future,
residents, especially, Issei, will grow in
population because of the vitallv-needed JARF
Project.

We can see our fiaht for the traffic 1ight
has only begun and as mentioned earlier, mem-

- bership participation will determine its suc-
* cess.

-~ A Constitution To Stabilize

The General Membership will finally be
presented with the finished form of the im-
portant Constitution revision proposal at the
upcoming General meeting.

However, the proposed new Principles which
are to be inserted into the Constitution fol-
iowing approval by the membership, will not
appear. Originally, plans had been establish-
ed to hold workshops in order to clarify and
achieve feedback on the proposed Principles
as was the case in June. But due to the great
amount of work concerned with putting together
the Housing Campaign, the Coordinating Commit-
tee felt it should not deel with the Princi-
ples at this time since the campaian relates
directly to our current Principles.

More will be said about the pronosal on
the new Principles in the near future so that
everyone understands the situation.

Around the Constitution revision, members
will be allowed to study this document for a
month before voting takes place at the Gene-
~a1 meeting following this upcoming one.
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Those with any sort of disagreement “ith
the Constitution prooosal are urged to voice
their opinion, now during Auqust or at the
General meeting.

The completion of the revision, which has
taken almost four months will hopefully work
in contributing a neneral sense of direction
for CANE.,

Specifically, the importance of the new
Constitution, the committee said, is to logis-
tically quide CANE in its future work and to
allow everyone to see the structure of the
orqanization. The main emphasis of this is
to place more decision-making responsibilities
upon the General Membership and to allow for
a better distribution of work.

With this technical necessity now com-~
nleted, the organization can move on to the
concrete external issues confronting Hihon-
machi with a better sense of internal func-
tioning.
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General Meeting Summary

New Officers Installed, Tivo (jampaigns Introduced

Strong participation by many of the over
70 members in attendance characterized last
month's General meeting which saw the initia-
tion of a major Housing Campaign, a Traffic
Light Campaign and the installation of the
newly-elected officers.

In opening the meeting, Tokuo Mivao, CANE
advisor, led a ceremonial swearing-in of the
new officers, '

During a brief introduction, Mivao recol-
lected the past 16 months,--the period of
CANE's existence -- and told the officers that
their future duties would be to lead the or-
gag;zation through a straight and principled
path.

Additionally and more importantly, Mivao
stressed the significance of membership part-
icipation in successfully advancing CANE's
struggle. j

Following this point, Miyao recited a
short oath of office and repeated by new of-
ficers Saichi Kawahara, president; Joyce Naka-
mura, First Vice President; Freddie Powell,
§econd Vice President; Glenn Omatsu, Record-
ing Secretary; Helen Liverette, Corresponding
Secretary; Sue Wong, Treasurer; and George
Iwao and Helen Jones, Representatives-at-large,

HOUSING

In the most important presentation of the
night, Joyce Nakamura, a member of the Ad Hoc
Housing Committee, outlined a five-part plan
which focused on the plight of three residents
on the 1700 block of Buchanan,. their demands
to the Redevelopment Agency and a demand for
the agency to rehabilitate several large build-
ings on the 1700 block of Laguna for low-cost
housing,

The ad hoc committee proposed a campaign
based on our two Principles to pressure the
RDA to meet the demands of the residents and
a demand to rehabilitate the buildings. But
the plan fell short in developing a concrete
strateqy and the reasons for a campaign. What
resulted was general confusion as to the goals
of the campaign and how the members could get
involved. Questions and criticisms came forth
from the membership which clearly showed to
everyone that more discussion, analysis and
planning would be needed to establish an ef-
fecti;e Housing Campaign. (See Heusing Art-
icles

Despite the vagueness of the plan, the
membership voted in favor movina on a
campaign as proposed by the ad hoc commit-

tee,

In introducting a campaian to have a traf-
fic light installed at the corner of Sutter
and Webster, Freddie Powell cited the many
hazards of that intersection and preseted
three goals for the campaign: 1) qet the
light installed, 2) promote a workina rela-
tionship with other community arouns, and
3) educate people to the CANE strugqle.

(see Traffic Light article.)

In an earlier report, John Ota, a member
of the ad hoc Principles Committes reported
that the workshops held in June over the pro-
posed new principles were a hiohly successful
format for gathering ideas. Although John
felt the membership was ready to vote on the
proposal, several people contended that a
further explanation of the wording was needed,
Taking this into consideration, the membershin
moved to postpone the voting until everyone
was clear as to what the principles meant.

Around future workshops, John said several
would be held during July to explain both the
proposed Principles and the Housing Campaian.
(But because of the need to consolidate the
activists about the Housing Campaign, the
workshops were held off.)

L.A. SUMMARY

Members were also presented with a de-
tailed slide-show report of CANE's historic
Memorial Day trip to Los Anqgeles to meet with
the Little Tokyo Anti-Eviction Task Force,
The presentation analyzed the similar sit-
uations of our two communities.

To mutually keep our two organizations
informed of future developments, mambers
voted to set up an on-goina exchanae of in-
formation between CANE and the Task Force,

In other business, Boku Kodama of the Con-
stitution Amendement Committee reported that
the revisions of our guiding document were
completed and should be reviewed by all mem-
bers. Treasurer Sue Wong also reported that
CANE's assets currently total $2029.

e urge everyone to attend the next Nen-
eral meeting, Auqust 9, 7:30p.m., at the
Sutter YWCA, because it is vour input and
participation as the highest decision-making
hody in CANE which will carry our struggle
forward in a truly responsive and democratic
manner. e look forward to seeing you!

Upcoming Agenda

For the upcoming General meeting, we will
focus on two hiahly immortant items:
1) the Housino Camnaion
2) our recent victorv at the JACL Con-
vention in Portland.
Other items to be nresented:
* Traffic Licht Camnaign
* Constitution revision nronosal
Date: August 9
Time: 7:30 n.m. -- sharp!
Place: Sutter St. YWCA
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cont, from page 1

Housing Campaign Begins To Move

The reason for the vagueness was simple and
evident: the plan was drawn up without ade-
quate input, discussion and planning.

Since that time, the Housing Committee and
the Coordinating Committee have been working
Tong hours and struggling to develop an imme-
diate plan that will force the agency to 1)
meet the demands of the Buchanan Street resi-
dents and 2) explain why they have harassed,
intimidated and even threatened to throw
residents out into the streets.

GENERAL STRATEGY

What has emerged is a three-part plan
which will link the immediate problems of the
residents to a long-range perspective. The
central focus of the plan was cited as the
general housing situation in Hihonmachi be-
cause the lack of Tow-cost housing is the main
reason residents are being forced to leave the
community -- most of whom want to stay.

First, the immediate focus of the plan
will be the Buchanan Street residents and
their demands. Thase residents are facing
evictions with no assistance from the agency
and are standing on these just demands:

* Shimamotos ~-- a suitable relocation site
in Nihonmachi such as the JARF Project,

* Matsubas -- a stop to agency harassment
and a written quarantee for benefits.

* Wadas ~-- a suitable relocation for his
sushi business on either Buchanan or Post and
a residence in Nihonmachi.

Second, we will investigate .the housing
situation in Nihonmachi to develop a stronqly
documented case showing the lack of low-cost
housing and the genuine need that exists
among present and past evicted residents for
such housina. This will form the basis to
pressure the RDA and other government agencies
for more housing, particularly family units
in Nihonmachi.

Third, we will investigate and develop a
Tong-range perspective of where and why CANE
must move to fully carry out our two guiding
Principles. This will involve investigating
those forces which play a strong role in the
Japanese community (NCDC's plans for develop-
ment, the current status of the Kintetsu bowl-
ing alley and hotel, the current situation
with the Issei Memorial Center, the current
situation with the RDA so that we can deal

.

with them more effectively in the future,
and the effects on Nihonmachi of a nlanned
transit line along Geary Street.)

This three-part plan will give us an imme-
diate focus around the plight of the residents
and small businesses who need housina, a poten-
tial housing campaign to get more Jow-cost
housing and finally, an overall view to let
us see further into the future so that we can
plan our work in advance. This will be a
marked advance for us since in the past we
have had to jump from issue to issue without
a clear direction.

IMMEDIATE ACTION

The Coordinating Committee, however, has
placed top priority on the immediate needs of
the residents on Buchanan and the development
of a Housing Campaign. The reasoning behind
this is that without housing there will be no
residents and without residents there will be
no Nihonmachi. What would remain is a dis-
gusting tourist showcase,

To get the residents' demands met, an im-
mediate plan of action has been drawn up: :

1) hold a block meeting with the Buchanan
Street residents and jointly decide unon a
course of action.

2) strongly request a meeting with NCDC
and the developers affectinag the three house-
holds for the purpose of gaining their sunport.

3) demand an open meeting in the communi-
ty with the agency to force them to answer
the residents' demands. :

If the agency should refuse the demands,
then stronger action will be taken. As in
the past CANE will mobilize its massive sun-
port -- its strength -- as it did in our strun-
gles around Kintetsu, JARF, and events like
Sakura Matsuri, to oressure the RDA to meet
the demands.

For the moment, this plan is a set of
ideas and tactics that still needs further in-
vestigation but it more importantly needs to
be questioned, criticized and develoned joint-
ly by the entire membership.

This is a crucial period for CANE because
it is now that we will take the offensive in
implementing our two Principles against the
agency and other forces who side with the
agency.

CONSIDERATIONS

Listed below are some guestions that were
unresolved as of the Saturday, July 27 Coor-
dinating Committee meeting. It is important
that everyone examine these questions in liaht
of our campaign and come to the General meet-
ing with guestions and suggestions on how we
might move forward.

1) If the agency refuses to meet with
CANE, what alternatives should we use to force
the agency to answer to the demands of the
residents? Should we use a massive publicity
campaign, go to court to halt any future deve-
lopments in Nihonmachi, hold a demonstration
at the aagency's office, any other suggestions?

2) How far should we push the RDA to meet
the demands of the residents? What nolitical
teverage can we apply?

3) How can people become involved in the
campaiqn? Which grouns should we ao to for
support? How would you like to help {no mat-
ter how small)?

See you at the next meeting.



B

These goals, we felt, were important in
dealing with the JACL, since as a national
organization with a voice in Yashington, D.C.,
it had claimed throughout its history to re-
present the Japanese-American communities.

With a huge task before them .in lobbying
for the resolution, the CANE delegation, with
help from a handful of chapters and Mark Masa-
oka, a member of the Little Tokyo Anti-Eviction
fask Force (and nephew of former JACL Director
Mike Masaoka) spread the word of CANE and re-
development.

Delegates readily related to the CANE
struggle because of similar situations across
the nation such as the destruction of commu=
nities in Salt Lake City, Seattle, Philadel-
shia, Sacramento, Denver and Los Angeles.

OPPOSING DELEGATES

The minute number of deleqates voting
against the resolution did so because of eit-
her they are known to have vested interest
in the redevelopment process or were in the
influences of certain National JACL leaders.

But was the influence of the certain
leaders in the interest of the communities?
Ask yourself when the last time vou saw the
JACL Teadership involved in a community struq-
gle was.

If the focus of the National JACL was in
the interest of the communities, why then, in
such cities as our own San Francisco, are
there so many grassroots organizations? The
answer is simple: these organizations deve-
Toped because they saw they had to help them-
selves -- Kimochi, the Issei; JCYC, youth;
JCS, social services; and CANE, redevelopment,

And why is it that the National JACL can-
not establish ties with these community oroga-
nizations? It seems clear that the work of
the National JACL staff is determined by the
ideas of a few, serving only a few; distant
from the community. A prime example of this
method for the few can be seen in the way they
received over $65,000 for a gerentology pro-
Jject a couple of years ago for the Bay Area.

COMMUNITY RIPOFF

In obtaining the funds, the National JACL
staff used the names of many community groups,
aiving the misleading idea these organizations
vere in support of the national office. Furt-
nermore, the program as proposed was estab-
lished by a hand-chosen staff, without any
assistance or input from community groups.

As a result, when various groups discovered
how the funds were granted, an uproarious
united community front literally threw the
project out of the Bay Area.

However, we need to make a distinction
between the National JACL staff and the many
Tocal chapters. Long before going to Port-
land, we maintained a faith in the honest
forces of the JACL to see the struaqle as it
is and we were always confident in receiving
their support. We weren't disappointed.

Even following such comments as “You have
& 99 percent chance of losing" (David Ushio,
Hational JACL Director) and "It is quite
evident that the convention will refuse giv~
ing CANE such a recognition” (Howard Imazeki,
English Editor, Hokubei Mainichi), we felt
confident in relying on the support of the
vast majority of people -- not on the few
so-called powerful individuals.
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CANE Gets Support from JACL Delegates

HALF-A-VICTORY?

However, now, even with the nassacge of
the resolution, the battle is only half over
because the future will tell if the National
JACL will Tive up to the wishes of the 68
chanters to aid not only CANE but other anti-
redevelopment qroups as stated in the reso-
lution:

“Be it resolved that the Japanese Ameri-
-can Citizens Leaque Mational Council urae
the Congress of the United States of America
to review nationwide, the redevelopment nro-
gram on the basis of seeing the needs of the
local people and small businesses and take
anpronriate action to rectify the shortcom-
inaos of urban renewal programs.,

“Be it further resolved that the Jananese
American Citizens League National Council
23rd Biennial Convention support the nrinci-
ples of the CANE strugqle, which are:

1) Stop the destruction and dispersal of
the Japanese community and to keep Nihonmachi
a small business and residential area,

2) Uphold the rights of residents and
small businesses.
and to actively lend its resources to ston
any threat of destruction to anv Hihonmachi
community."

A full account of the trin and the strua-
ale that occured about the resolution will be
nresented at the next General meetina. Everv-
one is encouraced to come and share with the
CANE delegation, one of the most exciting
pMnuinCME%?ﬁﬁmy.

General Information

CANE ADDRESS wic & Hie 1858 SUTTER ST.
San Francisco, California
94115

OFFICE HOURS: 3 p.m. to 8 n.m. weekdays :
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturdavs §
closed Sundavs

RHONESNUMBER s SRS S P 921-8841 5

COMMITTEES ..

TENANT OUTREACH - maintain consistent
contact with residents. 1Is trving to
actively incorporate more vesidents,
NEWSLETTER-provides internal infarma-
tion and analvsis for CANE members on
issues and events nertinent to CANE,
PUBLICITY-writes general articles for
newspapers, makes t.v. appearances,
and goes to schools, churches, and
other community oraanizations in the
Jananese community, i
ADMINISTRATION-handles CANE events, H
i fund-raisers, and internal oraanization, ¢
H COORDINATING COMMITTEE-renresentative it
H body of residents and committees, the

H major decision making body of CANE.
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On Friday, July 26, Howard Imazeki, English Editor of the Hokubei Mainichi

wrote an editorial ridiculing CANE and its efforts in having ¢

demning redevelopment passed at the recent National JACL Convention,
ponse, on Thursday, August 1, CANE's elected officers wrote a rebuttal, not

only correcting Imazeki's errors and falsehoods but also portraiting the true
nature of our organization and the importance of our voice at the convention,

EDITORIAL COMMENT

e ———

é%achiﬁvellian CANE

By HOWARD M. IMAZEKI

4  maverick San Francisco
group called CANE is introddc.
ing a resolution at the Nation-
al JACL convention, being held
this week in Portland, demand-
irg iis support — knowing very
well that the resolution will be

rejected, ;
Incidentally, if you didn’t

know what CANE stands for, it
is an acronym for “Committee
Against Nihonmachi Eviction.”
The group has made a lot of
noise; to the extent of being in-
vited by local TV stations to ap-
pear on their programs to clari-
fy its philosophy and program.
This newspaper has also given
a ot of space in the past to pre-
sent and clarify its philosophy
and what it is trying to do.
‘What has so far come through
publicly is its anti-establishment
mouthing: particularly against
the San Francisco Redevelop-
ment Agency and the Kintetsu
Enterprises. The SFRA, being a
government outfit, needs to be
watched of course, so that the

actions it takes are humane and
Jjust. The Kintetsu, too, needs to
be watched so that this Japan-
based corporation’s enterprises
in our Nihonmachi are communi-
ty-oriented. .

But the CANE, so far, has not
let us on its idea of how to re-
make Nihonmachi: our commu-
nity now in the process of re-
development. We often wonder
if this group has any program
at all. Its mouthing has become
horingly the same.

What right does it have to de-
mand a national recognition and
support from the National JACL?
It is quite evident that the con-
vention will refuse giving CANE

solution con-
In res~

such a recognition. The politi-
cally-wise CANE leadership
should be very well aware of the
fact that this is evident. Rnow-
ing this to be evident, why then
is CANE forcing the issue?

The answer lies in its anti-
establishment policy and its po-
When the reso-
lution is rejected, as it should
be, the CANE leadership can
then say, “Look! the JACL has
very liitle concern for our little
people!” as though to claim that
CANE is the only community or-
ganization that is “concerned”
with the “little people.”
In politics, they call this sort
or maneuvering Machiavellism,
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'%ﬁer to Editor

CANE Resolution
Passas af JACL
Hailonal Conclave

DEAR EDITOR:

Your recent editorial comment
sn the Committee Against Ni-
wnmachi Evietion contains num-
HOUE erronecus assertions, and
n the spirit of community dia-
ogue we would like to correct
7OUr GLTOTS.

(1) You state that CANE pre-
iented & resolution before the
Vaticnal JACL convention in
Jortiand last week “knowing:
sery well that the resolution willi
e rejected.” We disagree.

At an organization not affi-{
iated with the JACL, CANE ap-|
sroached several local JACL,
‘hapiers to sponsor our resolu-:
ion and to obtain the support of|
5 many JACL members as pos-|
ble. Prior to the convention,
ive JACL chapters — Sacra-|
nento, San Mateo, Bay Area,
Jrange County and Metropoli-
an Los Angeles — agree to co-
for the resolution on the
inor of the convention.

At the suggestion of the San
Viateo chapter, we sent three
nbers from our organization
© Portland to talk to delegates
rom other JACL chapters to
jain their support.
At the convention itself, our
esentatives found wide-
pread support for CANE. Our
esclution passed the convention
vith slight amendments by a
rote of 68-3.

{2) ‘{cu claim that CANE had

ling the injustices now oc-
in the redevelopment of

machi. We disagree.

elopment is a national

p
Because JACL is'a nation-
organization whick has claim-

ed to represent the interesis of
the Japanese American popula-
tion, we helieve that it should|
join with other community or-|
ganizations in calling for a cor-|
rection of the shortcomings of'
the redevelopment program.

Moreover, National JACL is
very much a part of the rede-
velopment process in our awn
Nihonmachi since it is present-
iy building its new headquarters |
in our community. We believe|
that JACL should take a standi
on the current redevelopment!
sitwation in Nihonmachi. The,
very least it could do is to offer|
its assistance to the residents
facing eviction who are now be-
ing harrassed by the Redevelop-
meni Agency.

(3) You state that CANE is
siraply concerned with “anti-
establishment mouthings.” We
disagree.

CANE is an organization of
four generations of Japanese
Americans and perscns of other
races concerned with the future
of Nihonmachi. Within our or-
ganization are progressive people
and conservative people. What
unites us together is not some
mystical opposition to the “es-
tablishment,” but rather basic
agreement around two guiding
principles:

First, to stop the destruction
‘and dispersal of our community
and to keep Nihonmachi a resi-
dential and smajll business com-
munity; and second, to  uphold
the rights of residents and small
businesses.

When we speak of destruction
and digpersal, we speak of more
than the physical demolition of
buildings. We mean the housing
needs of our people and the so-
cial fabric of our .community.

From these guiding principles
we fought to protect the right of
CANE  wmembers such as the
‘Wong's Bait Shop, Yamato Auto
Repair, and  Kintoki Restauant
to remain within Nihonmachi af-
ter they received eviction no-
tices from the - Redevelopment
Agency. :

from these guiding principles,
we assisted the Japanese Ame-
rican Religious Federation hous-
ing project by helping to relo-

cate residents off the JARF site
to promote the rapid construc-
ton of this most important
houslng. The JARF committee
has expressed appreciation to
CANE for this assistance.

From these guiding principles,
we worked with Christ United
Preshyterian Church to promote
the proposed construction of the
new church facility while seek-
ing the help of the church board
to insure that the rights of re-
sidents on the church site were
respected by the Redevelopment
Agency.

From these guiding principles,
we are presently upholding the
rights of three CANE member
familiss facing eviction on the
1700 block of Buchanan Street.
The three families hold expired
30-day eviction notices but have
received little assistance from
the Redevelopment Agency. In-
stead of meeting the families’
needs, the agency has carried
out a policy of harrassment with
one agency representative threa-
tening to throw one elderly cou-
ple out on to the streets. CANE
believes that these families
should not have to move unti
the agency meets their needs.

{4) You assert that CANE has
put forth no program whaiso-
ever concerned with our concept
of how Nihonmachi should be re-
developed. We disagree,

Throughout the past year, we
have constantly stressed the
need for low-cost family hous-
ing for Nihonmachi. We have
pointed out that virtually the
only low-cost housing will be
the JARF project. However, only
one-third of JARF’s 245 units
will be low-cost federally subsi-
dized units. Other housing now
being built in the area is priced
“market rate,’” starting in rent
at $225 a month for a studio
apartment. Who can afford these
prices?

We have opposed the policies
of the Redevelopment Agency
and Kintetsu Enterprises because
they are the major forces des-
troying low-cost housing in our
community to transform Nihon-
machi into a commercial-tourist
showcase,

For example, early this year

page 6

in order to build the Kintetsu
Kyoto Inn hotel, the Redevelop-
ment Agency demolished three
buildings which had long provid-
ed low-cost housing for families
and Issei. CANE asks the ques-
tion: Which does our community
need — low-cost housing or an
other tourist hotel?

(5) Finally, you claim that
CANE engages in “Machiavel-
lian politics,” using cunning and
deceit' to put forth cur objec-
tives. We disagree.

As a community organization,
CANE opens itself to the criti-
cisms of our fellow citizens. We
ask members of the community
to examine our principles and
our actions and to compare these
with the policies and actions of
the Redevelopment Agency, Kin-
tetsu Enterprises and their fel-
low travelers.

From this basis, all of us
should ask: Who dre the real
Machiavellians in our commu-
nity?

Sincerely,

CANE Cabinet:
. Saichi Kawahara, Jovyce Na-
kamura, Freddie Powell, Glen

Omatsu, Helen Ayame Liv-

eritte, Sue Wong, Helen Jones,

George Twao.

July 28, 1974
®

EDITOR'S NOTE: in all fair-
ness o CANE, this long leter
to the editor is published in
its entirety. Under ordinary
circumstances, such a lengthy
letter would be cut in half.
According to a San Francisco
delegate to the Portland con-
vention, the CANE resolution
was passed during its final bu-
siness . meeting on Saturday,
July 27, with one stipulation:
that the resolution as it is
worded now would be with-
held from  public anvounce-
ment for 60 days during which
time the resolution may be re-
written,

Asian American
Studies Center



Another’s View Of CANE

Recently, Barry 'orinaka (a member of the LTATF) worked with CANE durino hig

month-Tong visit to the Bay Area.

eral meetings. He lent a good analytica
of all those meetings. After working wi
ing article "for the
participation in CANE
to thank Barry for his

I have spent the past four weeks attending
meetings with different members of CANE. It
has been a very rewarding and quite an educat-
ional experience. Mv temporary involvement
with CANE stemmed from the initial meeting
between the two groups which took place
Memorial Weekend.

During this period of limited participa-
tion,.I have noted the strong commitment of
CANE activists, the parallels in Little Tokvo
(LA) and Nihonmachi (SF) redevelonment nro-
jects, and the structuring of the CANE oraan-
ization.

I find that CANE works in a very democra-
tic manner, one in which all members may voice
their opinions, comments, and criticisms. By
democratic, I mean issues will be raised from
the CANE Co-ordinating Committee(CCC) and
then sent to the general membership to be un-
ified over or issues might be raised at aen-
eral membership level and then be forwarded
to the CCC. ({an example was the presentation
of the new principles that were given critia-
cism at the general meeting) The members of
CANE go about their day to day work Very sysw
tematically and do a thorough ioh in their
respective work areas. lMembers of CANE also
have a very good understanding of the total
picture of redevelopment in the Bay area with
Hestern Addition in particular. The similar-
ities in the two communities (LA & SF) does

Barry was
work of CANE and decided to attend all of the

very curious about the every day
standing committee, CCC, and aen-

1 and objective view during the course
th us we asked Barry to write the follpw-
Newsletter expressing his perceptions of CANE.
has ‘strengthened our ties with the Task Force and we wish
enthusiasm, contributions, and willinaness to work with us.

His brief

not seem too surprising because the same
forces can be seen at work, necatina the in-
portance of community self-determination:
1) Foreign capital investment from Janan cor-
porations, 2) th> redevelooment anencies, and
3) the local government-corporate structure.
It is hopeful that more CANE members wil’
have the onportunity to visit LA, sych as the
previous delegation. It is also hopeful that
more LTATF members will qo up to SF to visit
CANE and the HNihonmachi redevelonment area.
The LTATF feels that in the near future
the two organizations will put forth a joint
statement (which is currently being worked
and then present joint princinlies of unity,
1f at all possible. I have attended the nast
few CCC meetings and realize that CANE is in
the process of revising their current nrin-
ciples, therefore the latter can be seen as
concrete future work for both CANE and the
LTATF. I am aware that hoth CANE and tie
LTATF have much work to do within their re-
spective communities, but we should not over
Took the importance of ornanizational unity
because redevelopment must be viewed in the
context of a "National Issue".

o}

Barry Morinaka-Member of Little Tokyo Anti-
Eviction Task Force (LTATF)

Community Briefs

August 24, 1974 marks the first day
of a week Tong series of special events Spon-
sored by the Buddhist Churches of America in
commemoration of their 75th anniversary. The
nrogram includes a variety of events such as
nistorical exhibits, films on Buddhism, Shigin
and Shibu, Buddhist lecture series, and even
a Buddhist vegetarian cooking class. The
events will be held in various locations with-
in Nihonmachi and several places outside of
the area. The culmination of the anniversary
will be a commemoration service to be held on
Sunday, September 1, at the Civic Auditorium.

Ministers and lecturers from all over the
country will be participating in the special
events, The aeneral chairman is Rev. Koshin
Ogui of the San Francisco Buddhist Church with
Mrs. Masako Iwase, former CANE cabinet member,
acting as the secretary.

On July 21, over 100 people, including CANE
members, gathered in Oakland's Knowland Park
to enjoy a picnic sponsored by the Chinese
Progressive Association (an organization fight-
ing for the people's rights in the Chinese com-
munity.) The afternoon was filled with games,
a skit on the racist attitude of the city's
Board of Education in its busing program and
an abundance of deletible delights. CANE
thanks CPA for its hospitality and waits an-
xiously fora volleyball rematch.

Issei and Sansei shared a warm week of un-
derstanding and communicaticns during mid-July
with a series of events which worked enjoyably
to bridge the generation gap.

Called "Issei Appreciation Week' the commu-
nity's young and old came together to share the
experiences of one another,
ed by Kimochi and JCYC, featured lessons in

Japanese culture and arts and a picnic in Coid-
en Gate Park,
CANE feels that it is events such as this

which help to bring the community closer tose
her and unite us in the concept of a people-
oriented Nihonmachi,

CANE's Annual Picnic is coming up again,
although plans are still being formulated,
As you may remember, last year's event drew
about 200 community people to Golden Gate
Park for a potluck lunch, games, a skit and
a raffle. Watch for more details of this
promising event in the next Newsletter,

Last month our community was struck by
the news of the death of William Kika,
of CANE members Mr. and Mrs, Kika. CAY
members attended the funeral and SINely
koden. Ue are saddened bv this avent
wish to extend our deensst svmnathies
Kika family,

nage 7

The event, sponsor

Asian American
Studies Center



Asian American
Studies Center

N N e % it
AT SYeE o ¢
GANE  Questionnaire

In order for the Newsletter to truly help unify the entire membershic around the fu-
ture direction of CANE's work, we must stay close in touch with our readers. At present
it is difficult for the newsletter staff to determine how you, our readers, feel about
the Newsletter's articles and how you feel about the current work of CANE. e would hone
you will fill out this short guestionaire to give us a better perspective of what vou
think, We hope to use these ideas to help move CANE forward, and make the Newsletter truly
the internal communications arm of CANE. Please bring it to the General Meetino or mail
it in to 1858 Sutter St., S.F. 94115,

1.) Do you think the articles are too Tong? ves no
2.) Do you think the articles give adequate information?  yes no

3.) How can the Newsletter be improved?
a. articles be shorter?
b. articles should be written more simply?
c. more graphics?
4.) Mhat kinds of articles do you like to read in the Newsletter?
. minutes of last general meeting.
. community briefs-articles about other community activities.
. coordinating committee reports,
. agenda for upcoming meetings.
. articles about CANE activities.
. articles about individual CANE members.
. articles on other RDA struagles.

W
a
b
(©
d
e
f
a
h. other

5.) How can the general meetings be improved?

meetings should be shorter.

fewer items on the agenda.

. clearer more concise reports,

- mere small aroup discussions.

more visual presentations.

guest speakers from other anti-redevelopment groups.
. other

Q-H0 Q0O O

€.) Do you like the idea of small informal workshops at CAME members homes informing vou
about the major focus of CANE? yes no

7.) Do you think CANE should have workshops;
2. once a month,
b. once every two months.
c. only when a major event is going to take place.
d. other

8.) How should we handle the Japanese Transiation at our general meetinas.
a. on-going translation from the podium,.
b. all Japanese speaking people in one part of the room and transiation nrovided,
c. no Japanese translation at all
d. Japanese translation already written to be handed out at the meeting,

9.) Do you think CANE should work with other community organizations?
which ones

10.) How often do you read the newsletter?
a. once in a while.
b. all the time.
c. 1 or two articles each issue.

11.) How do you think the Mational JACL can halo CANE?
a. support (endorsemert)
b. voice in Washington D.C.
c. publicizing CANE.
d. other y

12.) Where should the General Meetings be held?
a. YUHCA
b. UJCS
¢. Konko-kyo Church
d. other

13.) What would be the most convenient time for the General Meetinus?
7:00 730 8:00

page 8
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