Febo, 13, 1975
WHY WE DEMONSTRATE AGAINST THE REDEVEILOPMENT AGENCY

We, the members of the Committese Against Nihonmachl Eviction,
are here today at the Redevelopment Agency Western Addition office
to protest the imminent demolition of a building that has long pro=
vided low-rent housing for families in our community. If the builde
ing at 1772 Sutter is torn down, it is scheduled to bs replaced by
a high=-rent housing development,

We are demanding that the Redevelopment Agency not demclicn t e
building at 1772 Sutter, which it has boarded and quarantirsd, Ws
are demanding that the Redevelopment Agency lmmediately rerealr ine
building and maske it liveabls for use by families needing lJowersnt
housing.

We arse further demandiry;, that the Redevelopment Agency also

repair for use as low-rent housing other empty bulldings within
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the Nihonmachi area, such as 1622 laguna St. Throughout our commnity,

there are severagl bulldings th~ot the agency has boarded up and allowed

to deteriorate, These bulldings should be repaired and used as
low=rent housing., There are many residents who can only afford
iow=rent housing. The Redevelopment Agency if 1t has any compassion
for the poor should make these buildings available, Furthsrmore,
in light of the eritical renkal vacaney factor of less thsan one
percent in San Francisco, the agency should be required to make
maximum use éf available buildings within thelr control for the
cltizens of San Francisco.

We have called this demonstration today to put forth thess
demands . Beéides those of us here on the outslide of the agenéy\buildw
1ng9’§ CANE delegation has gone inslide the agency to present our de-

mands to Western Addition redevelopment director Gene Suttle.

N

We are taliing tils asction teda)y Decause we strongly ba&ffVﬁ
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that what the Redevelopment Agency has been doing to our communis)

is wrong and only by fighting against the se injustices can we put

an. end to them., The planned demolition of the bullding at 1772
Sutter is but the latest example of destructive redevelopment which
has driven out more than 2,000 persons from our Nihommachl area since
the mld=1950s,

For the last 20 ysars, we have seen our friends and neighbors
driven out of our tight-kmit neighborhocd, We have seen vacant bullde
ings deteriorate because the Redevelopment Agency has refused to fix
them up to allow new occupants to move in, We have seen homes ani
storefronts fall to the swing of the wreckerfs ball only %o have
the empty lots languish for years. Finally, we have seen ocur hig-
toric residential and small business community turned into a dige
gusting tourist trap by huge forelgn corpord ions, such as Klntetsu
Enterprises from Japan, owners of half the Japan Trade Center., These
corporations are turning our rich culture and heritage into commo~
ditics to be sold for their selfish profits.

We realize that this destruction of Nihommachi by iredevelopment
is but part of an overall cilty-wide masterplan which 1is expanding
the Financial District to turn San Francisco into a "Wall Street of
the West." Throughout the city, we see low=rent housing and small
businesses beling destroyed and replaced by expensive apsrtment
buildin;s, high-rise office complexes and tourist hotels --- all for
the benefit of glant corporations., We see ethnic cultures destroyed
or else prostituted to a growing tourist iIndustry., Thils is what
redevelopment has meant to the people of Sgn Francisco,

Our organization, CANE, was formed in carly 1973 around two

principles: 1) To stop the destruction and dl spersal of Nihonmachi

and to keep it a residential and small business community; and 2) %o
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uphold the rights of residents and small businesses,

CANE stands for the right of all people to decent, low=rent
housing, CANE stands for the right of all pecple to live in a cam=-
munity of theivkhoice, CANE stands for the residents', small busi-
ness peoples?, and concerned community peoples! fight to save cur
Nikonmachi

Finally, we want to stresse that our struggle for low-rent nou:-
ing, cur struggle to save our comunity, is not a new struggle. &#va.
since our people set foot on these shores; they have been explolted
and oppressed, The sweat and blood of ocur first generation were
exploited in the mines, flelds and forests for the profit of large
corporations, We were even denied the right to come here by racist
Exclusion Act of 1924, In 1942, our community was uprooted and our
people put in con&entration camps by the United States government,
This was the first destruction and dispersal of our Nihonmachi com=
munity, Poday, the destruction continues, this time at the hands
of the Redevelopment Agency.

Throughout our history, however, our people have fought :uzelnsi
brutal acts of racism and oppression, Jjust as CANE 1s standing up
today against the Redevelopment Agency. We realize that only by
fighting what is wrong can we put an end to injustices., Only by
opposing what is wrong can we begin to determine our own destiny,

We recognize that the enemy we face iﬂ%owerful and that our
fight will never be easy, The Redevelopment Agency can muster money
and laws on its side to continue its destruction of our community,
But the one force that the agency cannot control 1s the people,

And 1t is people that CANE will continue to mobllize to expose and

confront those who are destroying our community.
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Our fight has never beem easy and it never will be, But it is

a necessary fight., It 1s necessary because what we are fightiag or

are things precious to sach of us here today. We are fighting fo

our homes === our livelihood =-~ ocur community, We are fightina:

forjustics and dignity. Thot is why we must flght. And that i3 why

we will win}
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