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Japan bas treacherovsly attacked our shores with superior

consomer products and there exists a grave danger our beloved
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DEAR EDITOR:

Tve ]ust recad Dr. S. I. Haya-
kawa’s views on the difference

etween  concentration  camps
and relocation centers. I recog-
nize that those.of us who spent
time in the W.R.A. centcrs, in
occasional bitter retrospect, mis-
takenly refer to them as ‘“con-
centration camps.” I have done
so myself in writing a foreward
to Herbert Nicholson’s fine book,
“Treasure in Earthern Vessels.”

But I don’t think it’s worth
the effort of those Sansei activ-
ists making such a ridiculous
public issue in trying to defend
it against fellow Americans who
insist these were not concentra-
tion camps. They were not.

From 1943-45 T served with
the American Friends Service
Committee in the Chicago Mid-
west office. Each week I inter-
viewed and helped find jobs and
housing for refugecs from Nazi
iG ermany’s concentration camps.
They were displaced  persons
1 who had escaped Belsen, Dachau
and other pgrisly places. These
{ were “concentration camps.”

I also worked two years on
relocating evacuees - from the
War Relocat:on Centers in the
U.S.A. These were not concen-
tration camps within the mean-
ing of the lexicographers’ defini-
tion. Long after the Sansei din-
galings making the fuss now are
forgotten, I believe that the Ha-
yakawa view ‘will prevail.

TOGO W. TANAKA
) 949 Mulcolm Ave.
Los Angeles, Ca. 80021

erporations will be driven to b.xnkrup»c_u. In order that the S. L.
Ha}. waeva family not get in the way of the upcoming trade war,
we sheuh‘. cvacuate thein promptly to a relocation center in
Barrow, Alaska (2 locale with stunning naturel hcauw. matched
only at Newell and ! ..o Pine, (uxlnornu.) Of course, it's reaily for
their own safely, and ¢conomic neeessity requires only the
Hayakawa family to mwove. Duiing these tense times, some
disgruntled Anierican capitalist nay get Sessuc and Semvuel mixed
up and punca the wrong man in the nose.

We'll transport S. L., his wile, children, and parents vader
armed guard to Barcow because we don't want the A\'onhex ness to
gelupsel at the sight ol strange ereatures. And to insure that the
Eskimos won'v harin then either, we'll surround the Hayakawas’
16 x 20 1oot igloo w ith Lvarbed wire, guard towers, machine guns,
and tanks! We sheuldn't eadl the faei'ities a ghette beeause Jews
have exclusive righes to that term; nor a prison hecause we won't
chm‘ge them wilix any erime; and certainly not a concentration

camp becanse we don't plan to gas them {at least not as long as we
are winning). VWe're sure O, vill approciate the precise use of
languuige to faithivily uphold trademurk laws, the censtituiion,
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Too bad ehout the loss of S. I's hand-crafied hon° in Mill
Valley, and his plans to become a senator, Lut we're sure he'll
understand why the Hayakawa family mnust make sucrifices for the
good of our country. Too bad about his wife's constant diarrhca,
but she'll have to learn to digest seal blubber il she expects to
becone & real Araerican. Too bad, too, about his son being shot by
aguard, but it's aif elright because the guard will be charged with
unauthorized expendiiure of government property (the bullet) and
will be billed 50 cents for replacement cost.

After 2 year of generously feeding and protecting the
Hayakawas, we'il give them a loyalty oath Lo sign as an affirmation
of how happy and satisfied they are with the arrangements. One of
the questions will reaa: “Do you foreswear any form of allegiance
or.obedicnce to the Queen of Isngland?” Any protestations about
being an American citizen will be brushed aside with, “a Canuck is
a Canuck!” These uppity non-aliens will have to know their place
before we can accept them.

We're certain S. 1. will prove his loyalty by grasping The
Torah and shouting “yes, yes.” Then we'll give all Hayakawa-
surnamed persons a free and equal choice: (1) join a suicide combat
team to fight in Angola: or, {2) relocate to any place of their choice,
aslong as it is north of the Arctie Circle. If S. 1. pleads for his sick
and «iderly parents to be allowed to remain at the relocation
igloo,»¢’il have to throw them out because we cannot discriminate
due to age. When it’s all over, we can congratulate ourselves for
being fair and hiumane.

Two years later, after Kawasaki has boon reduced to ashes,

and Toyota has unconditionally surrendered {6 Ford, we'll “allow”
what remains of the Hayakawa family to repatriate to Canada or
return to California, as they sce fit. Naturally, we'll give S. 1. a
pep talk about his cultural heritage and tough Chicago upbringing
so that he can better adjust to re-entry hazards: Canadians are
prone to hate turncoats, and Californians might take pot shots at
them, just for old times sake.

We're confident that even 30 ycars later on his 105th

~birthday, S.I. will reminisce the good times he had in Barrow and

reiterate his gratitude to the United States government, for giving
him such an unique experience. But he won't want anyone else to
remermber his story, nor want it included in history books. If
anyone asks about his unfulfilled dream to live in the White House,
or the appropriation of hxs Mill Valley estate by the Third World
Liberation Front, he”t reply without a irace of bitterness:
“Immigrants are used to veing evacuated and relocated. We
should forget the past and focus on the fuiure.”

— RAYMOND OKAMURA
Berlkeley, Californiu
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