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I was also surprised to*rEeeT®
the following letter from Dr. S Il
Hayakawa: "

' Dear Mrs. Yamazaki:

1 read with great interest and

{ pleasure yeur ‘“minority vicw"’
of the relocation of the Japanese
on the West Ceast during the Se-
cond World War. :

As you say, most of the people
who are making the biggest noise
about the relocation are those who
were born after it all happened.
It is good to read your views on

as reprin i

Pacific Citizen, s
I_enclose my own views on the

sgbject, as published in my syn:

Silcated column, whaich apf)eared

in about fifty newspapers through-

gut the United States. This view
is not exactly the same as vours,
but I think you will understand
the spirit in which it was offered.

) I myself lived in Chicago dur-

ing the war years. In 1944, I had

a chance to visit the relocation

center at Amache, Colorado. It

wasp’t good, but it wasn’t all that
terrible either. I was imprcsse&

with the way the elderly Japa-
nese especially cultivated the tra-
d.xtw.nal arts of Japan, practiced
singing from the Kabuki drama
did wood-carving, and in nmn);
ways reasserted their Japanese
idertity. Did you ever read  a
bopk “Beauty Behind Barbed
er?” whi;h is about the art
:&e(;xb; done in the relocation cen-

With every

good wish,

(Released by T :
. ased by The Register an
Tribune Syndicate, I‘Qﬁ;? r and

Warren And The Reloecation
% At the time of the Japanese at-
| tack on Pearl Harbor, the aver-
. age age of Nisei — the Ameri-
ga.n-l?orn children of Japanese
.lmxplgrants — was 15. This fact
'is important in evaluating the
' War Relocaticn program of 1942
‘which remocved from West Coasé
i states all people of Japanese an-
ces_try — some 110,600 altogether
— mc:luding thousands whoowero
American citizens. They weré
-spnt to detention centers east of
tnr; Rockies, in Colorado, Utah
Arizona and elsewhere. "

-,

Su:‘)jcct of much (ﬂSCU;‘;iS!l in
subsequeat years. The fears th'{t
there might be spies and sabaté-
urs among the Japanese — the
ch:gf reason given for the relo:
- cation — ullimately proved to i)n
groundless. Many Nisei fou<f'd1
and died for America in the bba‘t
tlefields of Europe. -
The loyalty and trustworthiness
of Japanese-Americans was fl{r-
Fbcr confirmed by their service
in the Pacific theater as inte’liv—
gence otficers and interm'etsr.s
The relocation made ‘p»:-:'mar'l'-
ent changes in the patterns cof Ja-
pan;se‘American Living \'Ian;'
having heen involuntarily ﬁmvﬂ(’l
east of the Rockies, decided to éo
urther east, so tnat there are
mary Japanese today in cities
wnt::re there were none or ;'r-w
b?n..orc the war — Salf Lake Ci{v
Chicago, Cleveland, Neow Yo-::k’

But mary also came back lo

the West Coast states, where they
| ictt}od down to usaful care::rs‘ :*yl
i M i e By
e e and prospered.
ere was surprisirgly little an-
ger or bi‘terness about tha relo--
iz;lfion. _M.cst Japancse-Americans
g(;ﬁgesfmllmg to let bygones be by-
I bring up these matters now
becaL{se criticism of the reloca-
tion fnas rubbed off on former
Chief Justice Earl Warren whqgﬂ
death on July 9 the nlqti\o.rvl
mourns. A small wolf-pack of dis-
sident Japanese-Americans, most
of whem weren’t born whjcn the
relocation tcok place, has Fo;
years been trying to get Justfcc
‘ yV;Z’rren to apologize for his “rac-
| ist”” decision, as Attorney Genera
"of Califernia, to uphold and 1r;1
' plement  President Roosevelt’s
- relocation order.

DN

| M_r. Warren died without ever
! having apslogized. He is r"nortgd
to have said he was “so;;y”*it
haq to be done, but he gave no
indication of believing ;hatv lie
should have acted otherwise.
I think I can understand why.
Ip 1342 Californians knew very
little about the Japanese, who
had arrived in America later and
were r}luc‘.x fewer in rumber than
clther immigrant groups, such as
the Chinese, Irish, Italians Po‘r—
tuguese or Armenians. Sinée the
average Nisei at that time wa;
enly 15, most Californians Ingl
not known them as Classmatés

i As for the Issci (the immigrant
ar | : migra
| generation), most of them spoke

poor Knglish or none at all.
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+  pre-Pearl Harbor US Investigation
Finds "o Threat"" from lssei, Nissi

PROBLEM,” also that the Is-
sei and Nisei ure “yniversally
estimated from 90 to 98 per-
cent loyal to the United States
if the Japanese educated ele-
mert of the Kibei is excluded.”
He saw no need for concentra-
tion camps and had urged that
“the Nisei should work with
and among white persons, and
made to feel he is welcome on \

NO.8392. A~
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DEAR EDITOR:

I must assume that Mr. S. L
Hayakawa has never heard of
the Munson Report, the secret!
pre-Pearl Harbor loyalty inves-‘
tigation of the Japanese minority
ordered by FDR and key State
Department advisers who had|
not been satisfied with the in-\
telligence summation then being|
turned in by the Army, Navy,
and the FBL Curtis B. N on,
the State Department re

a basis of equaiity.” He recort-
mended that issel property be
fative charged with this hignly! placed wnder Federal control,
clandestine mission, ended up| @nd that Washington “‘put re-
confirming, i spons:bility jor behavior of Is-
accuracy of their reports — most) sel and Nisei on the leaders of
of them the results of over ten| Nisei groups such as the Japa-
years of govemmental snooping! nese American Citizens Lea-

The Munsen sum-| gue.” MNunson’s primary re-
mation certified 2 highly favor-| commendation was: The loyal
able intelligence consensus that| Japanese citizens should be
the Japanese American — most-| encouraged by a statement
ly children and elders — posed| from high government authori-
NO THREAT to the nation’s se-{ ty and public attitudes toward
curity- E them outlined.”

But what is equally remark-| Considering _the level-headed:
able about this definitive pre-! tenor of public thinking onlyi
war report is the revealing char-| weeks prior to the war’s onut-
acter assessment made of a peo-| break, it was unfortunate that;
.ple at a time (October and Nov-| the charismatic then-Attorney |
ember, 1941) of tising war feel-| General and other nativist poli-}
totally contradicts! ticians fell in line with the small:
tread-worn myths which, a few! but vocal anti-Oriental minority,
months later, “justified” the! demanding whole sale ouster,'
sending of 112,000 men, women, for this made easy — as one re-!
and children to concentration; verse followed another in the!
camps; namely, that they were Pacific War — the cruel govern-
an “unknown people” and their| mental hoax subsequently en-|
loyalties unfathomable. The acted in tihe name of national |
Munson Report, one of the war's security, “military  necessity,”|
best kept secrets — and cover-| and “protection” for these “ad~\‘
up — reveais the investizaters’ mirable people.” (Incidentally, in;
surprise at the amazing unifor-| Hawaii where tolerance was en-{
mity of opinions obtained from' couraved, NoO killer mobs des-|
“pusiness, employees, universit- cended on Japanese communi-
jes, fellow white workers, stu-| ties.)

et i packers etce k| e 1 am stwl by, 1, 0
of the conclusions arrived at by ‘f"vm-"" ';m"}‘h“gly courteous na-
Munson were the following: ure; . of .Japancse

... The Issei (Japanese im- | the iate
migrants denied  citiz ip, | euwiogl
| though US residents for 30 to i
| 50 years) were gererally as- I ly shout
! sessed to be of high moral |
| character “for the most part '
simple and dignifjied”
wsend their boys off to the
Army with pride and tears.”
They were looked upon as
“good neighbors” and their
family life «gisciplined
honorable.”
. . The Nisei (US born,
average age 19, not 15) were

R S

ings which

Ohief Justice have been
1o i ot

ican frien
good riddance.”

lives and property

ty had been

————

assessed to be ‘not Japanese
in culture. They are foreigners
to Japan . . - They are not
oriental or mysterious, they \

ful censequences

in enemy

S |

One last point: It was not SO
much an act of statesmanship,

Americans!
! whose praise in public print of|

1
\

W0 | aq 5 stern waming from Wash-\
ington that viclence and biood-}
| shed would result in retaliation}
| against US detainees in enemy|
hands, which finally caused Earl
Warren to order law enfcrce-‘
ment officials to safeguard thej
of the re-
turnees. But, bv then, 2 minori~'§|
1 1d in high estcem, @ fficiently slander-
algo held in, WER &6 n(m ed and crucified, with often aw-1
not only to
them but to American nationals’
prison camps. For!
are very American” and “show | thanis to US media excesses,
7 { Tokvo had been provided

a pathetic eagermess to WL Pl g
‘Americans.” (The ‘“subver- throughout the war with provo-
sive” nature of [anguage ative details of the wholesale

mistreatment of 2 racial group

i schools was considered, evern
| then, to be an exclusionist
: myth. Has M~ Hay va
4 made a recent survey of Japa-
g nese-language schools to make |}
3 such an chsurd assertion as \'-’f”’k‘, AL
5 “What do you think they are PYOJYO (Dx

teaching - in

language schpols?"‘

=

Americans.

... Munson concluded from
his exhaustive findings that o
«“PHFRE 15 NO J2 PANESE Ve

for the crime of looking like the|
enemy — most of whom were!
Documentation for}
all- this way be found in my
TERICA KYOSE! SHU-

s of Infamy)” re-|
thos apanese- i cently published by the Political}
those Japanese | puhiic Relations Center, Tokyo.|
— MIiCHI WEGLYN!

957 Park Avenue;
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"Hysterin ", " STORTES IN THE L.A. TIMES IN 1942,

LJuly 4, 1975 - ACCORDING TO THE MANZANAR COMMITTEE, INVASION OF OUR WEST
COAST WAS A FIGMENT OF MILITARY MEN'S IMAGINATION.
MEN WERE SEEKING POWER,,." -- ACCORDING TO A LOS ANGELES
TIMES REPORTER, OUR OWN SHIPS "GOOFED" AND BOMBED GOLETA;
AND, TO QUOTE 'I‘HIS SAME YOUNG REPORTER,

"THESE

"DON'T BELIEVE ‘I‘HE
BECAUSE "Wt HAD VERY BAD

REPORTERS THEN! o

e

YOU ONLY THINK
YOU KNOW ABOUT

WORLD WARII

UNLESS YOU'VE - READ |

b ]
AN f,f;A { b

/ H £ | {
A Uesi ™ B BV B

: ]abanese Attacks and
Allied Countermeasures
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SURVIVING crew members from the Jap-
anese submarines and balloon-launching
teams have provided documents, diaries,
and recollections. One chapter includes
the story of the only pilot ever to bomb
the U.S.A,, Fujita, the intrepid pilot whose
landing field was the ocean and whose
hangar was a submarine.

HUNDREDS of U.S. and Canadian partic-
ipants tell their stories of what actually
happened. Their details, as well as mate-
rial from war-time documents in Japan
and the U.S., combine for a total per-
spective of this aspect of World War II,
together for the first time in one volume.

on the Pacific Coast
World War Il

by BERT WEBBER

i (Oregon State Univ. Press — $14.50)

\

SHIPS SUNK * AIR RAIDS * BOMBS DROPPED * PEOPLE KILLED

BERT WEBBER taps previously unused
sources on both sides of the Pacific to
tell the story of how these attacks were
carried out, their effects in the United

| States and Canada, the countermeasures

- taken by the Allies to prepare for escala-

\Y
UNIQUE EVENTS RELATED: \l

e Enemy submarines shell a California oilfield, a British Columbia light-
house, an Oregon coast military fort

e Submarines sink merchant ships off the west coast

e “The Battle of Los Angeles” What really happened

e Japanese pilot drops fire bombs on Oregon forests

e U.S. plane attacks and damages enemy submarine near Cape Blanco

e A woman and five children kilied by balioon bomb in an Oregon forest

e U.S. officer receives Purple Heart for injuries on home soil

e Greatest balloon offensive of all time launched across the Pacific

e Japanese sink Russian submarine by mistake: U.S. Navy officer killed

e Newspaper and radio editors defeat balloon offensive with silence

e Field artillery practice hit passenger train

e Landing sites of more than 300 balloons and bombs identified from
Alaska to Michigan, Kansas and Texas.

Baker 15237 chanera Ave, Gardena CA 90249

Yamashita 810 So. 61 St., San Diego CA 92114

tion of the attacks and possible invasion.

! ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Bert Webber, author of

innumerable articles and short books, is
a Medford, Oregon free-lance photojournalist.
Reared in San Francisco, he now lives in
the Pacific Northwest. During World War i
he served in the U.S. Army Signal Corps as a
cameraman in both Europe and the Aleutians.
Webber holds a B.A. from Whitworth College
and an M.L.S. from University of Portland. He
has been a teacher, librarian, photographer,

| etc., and is an accredited researcher.




