Requested information on FBARS OF INFAMY
Subnitted by Michi Weglyn September 11, 1975

« « If Roosevelt were alive today, the Japanese American internmpent e
based on 1ies and coverups -— would be his WATERGATB. Owing to this
national scandal, veceptdvity of the public to YEARS OF INFAMY Has
tyfzen imzeasureably enhanced. The reader is sure to acknowledpe that
nevar before has the public been exposed to as much stark truth en
this subject matier backed by revelatozry documentation.

« o A Jasusry 27 NEYSWEEE article reported that $12 million in damages
were awarded 2o approximately 1,200 anti-war protestors illegally
atzestod in May, 1971, Though the National JACL has, scmetime back,

4 nandated that 4 zeparation bill be pursued, the years have seen little.
p&ogress in 4his arez. Bu¢ now that John W. Dean IIT (8 person possesse
ing casy access to the medias) has taken up the cudgel in behalf of the
Japerese Anerican community, the drive may begin te gain Scme momentunm,
Dean élnims that the project recuires, first off, educating the Amezican
public with the gariousness of the injusiices perpetrated.

« « There is a gtrange illogic and irony in President Ford and the Congress
of the United States restoring full citizenship to General Robert E. Lee,

fror all, he took up amms against the U.S,, and, oh yes, let's neot

forget the Nixon pardon) while, to this day, there are Japanese Americans
whose citizenshipi;ffi;g}:e token away under duress in a feaf-crazed conceiie
tration camp,have not been restored. PTerhaps President Ford could wisely

use the cccasion of the Bicentennial to right this wrong ignored by other

admwinistrations. (Might be alluded to in the letter to accompany his copy.)



« « For nearly a decade before Pearl, spying on Americans had been
encouraged by various counterinteiligencﬁ groups which involved
neighbors, business associates, paid informers, local bolice, etc.

Well over 100,000 different dossiers were collected by war's end by the
State Department, alone, not to mention the FBI, Naval and Hilitazy
Inteiligence and the ¥RA. I believe that once the facis in my book
are nmade known, the Japanese Anmerican community will insist on &
destruction of much of HWAZENXR such material, some of it slanderoug.

It should also be noted that 1) the '&RA.' in cooperation with the Awmy,
Naval Intelligence and the FBI, carried on & program of intercepting
and opening personal mail at times of crisis, These were.copied o
photograshed and were sent on to various Intelligence Headquarterse

2) Rorced break-ins on homes of U.S. ciiizens were commonplace and 50
weve wiretaps. (Wayne Collins was, of course, 3 prime target of Justice
Department snoopers and such actions were repudiiated by the ACLU NESS,
though I didn®t mention ?ﬂ"m the book.)

« ¢ Nixon, as we now know, had deliberately exaggerated the threat to natiogai
security to eAngage in off icisl lawlessness and in circumventing the |
system of "checks and balances” ew in consulting with the representa-
tives of the electorate. Exposure after exposure of the sys{;em's 3 ig
iessness is commenplace today but, during the war years, the "imperial"
Presidency, the ¥BI and the lofty judiciary were sacrosanct and, as
ha{»penec‘. in the Nixon years, there was collusion at almost every level
when it came to Japanese Americans.

« o« Despite the higheminded official rhetoric, of late, sgainst politcal

kidnappings and internationsd tersorist activities, State Department



W

Apropos to
s o X5/211 the cugrent talk about the CIA budpet being hidden in appyroe

pria‘ti-ons foxr other sgencies, it is intevesting to note that the
fupnding of thé concentration camp built in Panama (as a2 staging area
for mainland~bound depertees) was, as recuested by Mull, included in¥
Carxibbean Defense Command budget. In so “hiding" such expenditures,
the Co;':gress was kept completely in the dark regarding such activities.

« « Fog those who wondered during the nmassive intake of Vietnamese refugees
why the U.S. could not have similarly waved the ugual rigid immigyration
iegalities and have sheltered the victims of Nazi brutalities, the book
is especially relevant. x\’glﬂfﬁ were too busy zumming our own camds.
¥oreover, the full extent of the "Gulag™ is only beginning to emezge;
the Departwent of Justice, to date, has made it extremely difficult to
go through its files and has f aﬁ;ed o provide me with g full acmmi:ing
of the camps, They have sent wme information as to the existing files
on the fewr well known ones, Unknown to most pecple is the fact that
the War Relecetion Autherity opened the one and only camp which {inally
we In late 1944 - pave asylun to 916 Buropean Jews and 2 few othey
rvefugees from Nazi tyranny. |

« &« The book pelates, in a FURXNUEERAMR way, to the growing feeling among
certain vight-wing groupg (especialiy wﬁc’img and erime rate escalates,
unerployment soars, and as the racial issue hezts up under court-ordered
busing) that "we should have a Hitler here fo get rid of the scum the
way they did the Jews." If onz listens to talkein shows, one can sense
a growing pressure for arbitrary group detention -~ certainly vigilantism
w= in the public's mass paransia over blacks, Puerio Ricans, efc¢., who,

today, are in certain respects the scapegoats fhaft the VJaps" once were.



« o It has been said that "race prejudice is seldom ascute until it is

fanned by economic competition.” Sinece the onset of the econonmic
recession, there has been an ominous revival of anti-Asian stereotypes
and "don'"t buy Jepanese™ agitation im the land. Native~born Japanese
Amegicans are, once again, remiunded that they still are not recognized
a3 Americans when they find themselvefs cbjects of these taunts. The
JACL mntiedefamation division recognizes that an all-out educational
program must be undertaken to help counteract public misconceptions.
{At the same {ime, the national organization 15 suffering a $30,000
deficit, The question iss Could the aggressive push and sale of
this book by JACL chapters contribute Ain any substantial way towards
smeljorating the situation in both areas?)

« » The Manzanar Plaque was officially dedicated by the JACL and the state

1072, $o venind a natie

¢

110,000 had been unjustly incarcerated in comcentration caps ~-a term
of fensive to certain Califcsnians, especially a newé columnist in
Gardena , This crusader for "Historical Accuracy," Lilllan Bakex, is .
iustituting =z class zction suit against the state of California, all of
it based on the Korematsu decision. The Asian Awerican community may
finally be goaded into a countereoffensive which, of course, would help
sales trxemendously.

+ o Forematsu vs U.S., considered by some scholars to be the “most oppressive"
decision evey handed down by the Suprege Court (sanctioning the asbitzary
removal of citizens on the basis off military necessity) is one wﬁieh JACL

has long sought ways to overtucn. The possible end-result of the Bakep

- N



« « suit based on her supposed sanctity of Korematsu may finally enable
the repudiation end overturning of the infamous decisione 1 believe
that YEARS OF INPAMY, with its solid documentation, could play a key

roie in exposing the {rauduient “military necessity” rationale.

continusd fron pace 2

o o ™8 clearly indicate that U.S. embassy attaches sbroad (particularly
in Latin Anerican countzies) had been given brond sanction to engege in

covert counterintelligence operations — to the cxtent of condoning the
o poleery ¢ . )
use of agent provocateurs and/arbitrary preventive detention, MEXXTRMIIXR

-

wihichh tbe ACIU calied "legalized kidnapping®

with aphasis on the Japanese;
since nost victims were spirited fo U.3. concentrotion camps. One cannot
help bt wonder if such waztine Lﬁdiscrctiowmay?/gm contributed to the
catastrophie decline in confidencs by these nations in the v.s.(:md

democracy)with resultant onti-Yankee antagonismse




