e T le W M
*: W\LW T Qe i, [y e &u

Lo Are 6hle T meabe e CSL W
om_p/wuu, @MW‘WMM
zm

OQWW mwﬂéw@wf%«/\fﬂ’%
W/m}mm&%%—ﬁm



Asian American



S
DU« 3 LEaE.
Do, Bt 3 e,

T T
Q{/(ﬁ uw'l[c) | MA,)(M’ bt
//V\» A Wd%.{' Moo Appore Pty
Lo s C)'} W_g_. , M\w!‘”
St e T s TR
e St Pl - L oo bape Armillas @ b Wrnius) )

Lo frgins toa fn At Ty
o= AMM PO wﬂ,u_ wa
Jz{’% M /“"Q“‘Q“'V ploe-p- s MALMLF

m .~ P Q,?CULA e
JQ ;),?AIZ' p\._'L. L Aunsd Tha /V\e\/v? M é—v\ M "Qﬂ%
(.2@;0"? Q ! i ) N : " ©ﬁﬁ?&der‘jﬁ7m’8¢.‘m.lm“ Made qUSA o Cd\l’"(/ M/ ﬁ,

STAMP




Asian American




Asian American
Studies Center

‘Z‘ = M“y — N@'@*@ e _
SonIl e (Positie T3 (ol
Mpe 22/ Cliol Coo Sty -

To: Av Westirn, Ene Riisna ”&”%ﬂJ&ﬁ Seon |

From: Lowell Bergman
April 13, 1981

Re: THE COURT OF LAST RESORT B

n
After our conversation concegfng the Pianezzi and Choé-Soo
Lee stories, I did some research on the "Court of Last Resort".
Founded by Erle Stanley Gardner and ARGOSY Magazine, the
"Court" was a regular feature from 1948 to 1960. It was
compecsed of a panel of experts (see attached pic) and staff
of investigators and analysts who made their services avail-
able on a case by case basis. The Court solicited mail from
the public which poovided the bulk of its material.

Gardner's original concept included case of innocent men in
prison as well as the general purpose of impwoving the quality
of law enforcement nationally.

The original Court ran into the problem of sifting through all
the requests that came in from prosoners and the public. Its
most difficult period came in 1960 -- resulting in its demise --
when the Court, over Gardner's objections championed Caryl
Chessman.

ABC's COURT would require some staffing as well as an advisory
board that could function as a review body. Because the major
concern would be the criminal justice system, it would have

to include people familiar with the legal system, lawyers.
With that in mind here are a few possible nominees (none have
been contacted to date):

Edward Bennett Williams
Hal Lipset ( President of the International Assoc. of Private
Detectives )
Barbara Jordan ( now a professor of law, Univ. of Texas)
Clarence Kelly (ex-director of the FBI)
Leonard Weinglass, attorney
F. Lee Bailey ( Sam Sheppard's defanse attorney,ard® aase
that originated with the CLR in the 1950's)
Selwyn Rabb (NY Times or an investigative reporter)

As a reg&é@r feature of 20/20 the COURT would require a
senior producer to coordinate activites and I believe a

full time associate producer and researcher to pevieew cases
and prepare the segments. Field producers ecould be assigned
as they were needed, or fhey could initiate their own stories
in this area.



