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About 100,000 would be involved.
€SA, NARS
It should be done. Franklin D. Roosevelt Library

%yde Park, K. Y. )
Evacuation to an island of the group considered .inadvisable:

(a) It would involve much shipping and much construction
(there is now a shortage of both)

(b) It would require an additional division to be sent
to Hawaiian command, with additional shipping re-
quirements - immsdistsly amd mscathly.

(c) It would impose a heavy and dangerous burden on local
commander, with bhazard of Japanese descent on that
particular island with its air fields, as inttial
toe hold.

Evacuation to mainland should be carried out utilising empty ships
returning to west coast.

But

(a) It should not be carried out until reinforcing troops
for scattered islandes are mostly in position.

(b) It should be carried out somewhat at discretion of
local commanders to meet labor problem, get friemdly
but burdensome Joyal people out of the way, etc.

(c) It must be coordinated with facilities to accommodate
evacuees in U.S.
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E7ACUATION RECOLLECTIONS CF JORN J. McCLOY: 1575

SEVAREID: - Mr. McCloy, there's one other controversial thing in the
War that I wanted to ask you ebout, and that was this moving of the

. Jepanese-Americans from the {est Csast back into these camps inland,
that practically everybody's regretted ever since 1t was done--

McCLOY: Yeah.

SEVAREID: --and I think Earl Warren, I guess, ulhio was Governor or
. District Attorney of California at the time, has regretted it. Come
people known as political libterals had something to do with that. You
were involved in that to some degree at least.
)
- McCLOY: Hm-hmm, hm-hmm. I was, yes.

SEVAREID: And I wondered why on earth was it done that wey?

© McCLOY: Well, let me try to give you the picture cof it., I%t's a

. 1ittle difficult to see 1t from this perspective. But in the first
Place, the Japanese had attacked Pearl Harbor. and they-- the shock
that that created was a shock that I think that very few people now
realize the depth and the sense of unless they were there cn the

. ground, and they-- ch, the old-- the Yellow Menace concept that

. pretty well pervaded the thinking on the West Ccast. PBuv at any rate,
efter Pearl Harbor there was this enormous shock, and there was--

there was this-- appeals coming immediately from the Commanding
General out there. What was his name?

SEVAREID: DeWitt?

McCLOY: DeWitt, General DeWitt, as well as from the Governor, as
you mentioned - Warren -~ and-- and *here was this somewhat-- thig--
this hysterical situation. We dida't know then whether the Japs--
Japanese were going *to attack the West Coast or whether they weren't.
Indeed, thney did sead a submaliue over tinere, bubl we'd had Llie suock
of this fleet episode. One of the things that we don't realize was
occurring then, don't-- not aware of row as much as we were then -
of the barn burnings that were starting in that valley where the
Japanese were. There were Japanese-- and the local situation was

© getting out of hand, and it was-- you had to protect a lot of the
Japanese people. At any rate, Mr. Roosevelt was called-- was in on
it, and he was in favor of it. And then we had to move a hundred
thousand people, or whatever it was. -

SEVAREID: Well, that snould be done by normal police methods.

McCLOY: Well, yes, but it was-- it-- it was-- the barn burrings
were-- were getting beyond it, and there were-- Well, at any rate,
that was one of the things that was-- that was sent to us. We don't

. know that we can control this situation if it gets much worse than it
is now. But the decicion was a civilian decision. It wasn't an Army
decision. But the only fellcws tha®t could carry it out were the Army.
They were the only people that knew how to move people and do that
sort of thing. So, I was sort ot told off to do this, and I went out
there and spent a lot of tine on it. I do think thne thing wins rather
benign in *the way it was carried out. Loter cn, I spent a louv of time
trying to get them - did get - compensation for the--

SEVAREID: They lost so much.

McCLOY: They lost an awful lot. Well, 1{ was overnight the:” weras
kicked out. | : ~

SUVAREID: FPeople Just ripped them off.

12eCL0Y:  And they-- And they-- And the sliops were closceu ung
everylhinmg elue, btui Lhev-- and thev weren't adequetoly compoureted. ..
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4, William Denman, who was one of the Judges of
the U. S. Court of Appeals for‘the Ninth Circult in San
IFrancisco. He became the Chief Judge of salid Circuit Court.
He told me orally in his chambexrg that he had a conversation ’
in San Francisco with John J. McCloy who told him that he,
John J. McCloy, realized that what this government had done
t§ fhe Japanese was an outrage and that he intendsd to devote

the reat of his 1life to making it up to our Issel and Nisel
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who had ;%?gfédﬁ%gg;ibly“m*ﬁtfaaﬁéﬁ%

So far{;s my knowledge 1s concerned the said John J.
McCloy who subsequently became the High Commissioner of VWest
Germany did not raise his hand or volce publicly or privately
to 40 one damn thing for ow: Issei, Nisel or Sanseil and has
been silent on the subject ever since. I have read somewhere
that he was a millionaire. When, if ever, has a millionaire
ever raised his voice in protest against wrongdoing? Besides,
if he had a tinge of consclence at any one time it probably
deparfed when he was appointed High' Commissioner. That is
typical of oppressors who feel the pangs of conscience only
when they have nothing at stake. The consciences of our
oppressive Attorﬁeys General, tiwsr various Assistant Attorneys
General and tiz Acting Attorneys General and variaﬁé assistants
and U. S. attorneys, along with those of military commanders and
their subordinates, and several presidents of the United States

apparently were suspended from operation during World War II
and since then, '

Perhaps McCloy has postponed doing anything for this

unfortunate group. Let us hope his consclence, 1f he has

one, returns some day.




