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< ince rever wanted his death to be acknowledged
with the sadness of 2 traditional funeral. His only
request was that whatever service we held be upbear and
celebrational. We chose this site because he was born in
Long Beach, loved the ocean and supported the arts.

Vince knew exactly which pieces of music represented
things meaningful to him; happy years, good friends,
places lived, great memories. He asked that his favorite
songs be olayed, thar Brion and a small live combo per-
form, and rhat at the end of the service, his friends
gather, share their thoughts and release a cluster of bal-
loons to che sky to symbolize the release of his spirit.

Please relax, enjoy the foed . music and conversation
and celearare wich us the life of Vincent Takashige
Tajiri.

Thank you for joining us today,

Kose, Caryn, Brion, Rea, Tim
Saran, Megan and Vincent S.

Program, Sunday February 28, 1993
9:30 - Refreshments and Conversation

10:15 - Performance by Brion Tajiri and Friends
Dave Alasandri- Guitar
Paulina Filby- Vocals
Mike Flick - Bass

Brion Tajiri- Percussion

10:30- Speakers:
Jim Tajici
Harry Honda
Yosh Nakada
Togo Tanaka
Steve Hatakeyama

11:00 Walk to beach and release of ballcons

I'he Tajini family thanks the Long Beach Museum of Are for the use chis sice.
We would like to encourage our guests o pacronize the museum before you
leave in memory of Vincent's love of the arts.

Special Thanks to: lacqueline Cabrera. The Hatakeyama Family, Carol Ann

Klonarides, Harold Nelson, The Tajiri Family, Kaz Takeuchi, Janice Tanaka,

Brion Tajiri and Friends, and Visual Communicagons.
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Famed Nisei Photographer

LOS ANGELES JAPANESE DAILY NEWS

Vincent Tajiri Dies

The former photo editor
of Playboy magazine
passes away in Van
Nuys. He was 73.

RAF(I SHIMP{) SPECIAL

VANNUYS —Vineent Tekashige
Tajiri, aformer photoeditor of Play-
hoy magazine, passed away on Sui-
day, Feb. 7 at Valley Presbyierian
Hospital from chronie obstructive
pulmonary discase, He was 73 years
old.

Tajin was best k n for his
work for Playboy, Chicago-
bascd men's magazine founc
Hugh Hefner, which made it
in December of 1953, Tajiri
the publication in 1951
mained there until 1973.

“He foughl racism wherey
rearcd its head," said Togo Tanaka,
former editor of The Rafu Shimpo
nglish Section, Taijin had worked
At the Japancse American vernacu
lar as ity sports cditor in the late
1930s.

“He was concerned how
toons, especially in the prnt media
stereotypedd . . . the Japunese,”
Tanaka recollected.

‘Tajiri was born in Long Beach
onMay 15, 191q1v Tapane
grants involved in the Nikke
ing association.

He was among six children, in-
cluding Larry, who went on to be-
come editor of the Nichibei in San
Franciscoand Pacific Citizen, JACL
house organ

According o his daughier, Rea
Tajiri got bas start in photography
when Lary, bought him a camera
during his 1een years.

Tajiri way drafied before the
bombing o” Pcart Harbor, and be-
came astaff sergeant with the famed
442n0d Infantry duting World War
1. He marricd his wife, Rose, in
1943,

Afier the war, the couple relo
cated to Chicago, where Tajiri pur-
sued differcot phulugluplliy HNSIE0-
ments, ineluding weddingys und jobs
for small magazines und the Pho-
wographer Assoeiation of America

In 19535 while working on a gun
magazinc a: Publisher Development
Corporation in Chicago, Tajin hud
apparently safriended Hughlcfner,
The Japancse American photogra-
pher joined Piayboy as iis photo

editor the following year.

He was 4 man understood pho-
tog-aphy very well and understood
phecographers' need lor creative
energy and space,” said Jeff Cohen,
the current managing editor of Play-
hoy  who was hired by Tajiri in
1967 as & photo assistant,

Hc was an advocate of the pho-
tog apher to be adventurcsomc and
take chances,” continued Cohen in
a telephone interview from Chi-
cago.

He was a great man. e left a
murk on the magazine; he was gn
unsung hero.”

whother Playboy photographer
hired by Tajiri, Pompeo Polsar, re-
called that the Japancse American
had taken him to a pizzeria on his
first day of work.

I come from Italy, and I.never
cat nizza before,” said Polsar in a
tele phone interview. "He took some
Chianti wine and filled my glass
willi the wine. He said, ‘1 pour for
you. you pour for me.' | always
reniember that In the same way, |
waork for him, he did good for me.
He was a pioneer in the way for the
magzazine,”

vfter retiring in 1973, Tajiri
moved back to hisbirthplace, South-
ern California, and participated in

i 718 3E9 2551

various Jiipillll:htf- COniIu.
nity groups such as Visual
Communications.

112 also pursued his writ.
ing skills, winning the James
Clavell Shont S1ory Contest
in 1986 for his fiction picee,
“Bird Pines," which cap-
turcd a Nikkei tcen-ager's
struggle with racism. He
also contributed a story (o
Rafu's Holiday lssue in
1987, “Snapshots,"” a recol-
lection of some World War
11 comrades who were killed
in action.

“TFaces and memories
preserved and recalled by
photographic images. Time
suspended in silverchloride.
Fragments from an eventfu!
life, which, like vintage
wine, should have been
sipped and savored and not
so greedily guiped. The seli-
ments that remain are re
grets that all those good and
mean times, none had not

"
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paused longenoughtoknow . Vince Tajiri

the others a little better," he
wrole,

A memorial service is being
planned for the end of the month,
Funeral services will be announced
in the newspaper,

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 1993

EULOGY

Hefner Gives

Tribute to Tajiri

Hugh Hefner, the founder of

Pluyboy magazine, issued u stale-
nient yesterday 1cgading the death
of photographer Vincent Tayin on
Sunday.

“Vince Tajiri was not only a fine
photographer, he was Playboy
magazine's first photo editor, from
1955 until the carly 1970s. And, he
was not just a Playboy photogra-

her, he was a valued friend, who
:ad workéd with me on another
froje.:r before Playboy had even
wen published.”

Hefner atso noted that Tajiri was
the first of only three photo edivors
who have scrved in that capacity
sincc the magazine began in 1953,

Tajiri is survived by his wife,
Rose; two daughters, &aryn
Schleitwiler, an accounting clerk.
and Rea Tajiri, a film and video
maker; and a son, Brion Tajiri, a
jazz percussionist.
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I Knew Him as 'Taya'
By HARRY K. HONDA

RIP: Vincent Takashige Tajiri (19¥-1993), Van Nuys, Feb, 7; Long Beach born 442nd veteran,
photojournalist, author; survived by wife Rose, 3 children Brion, €aryn Schlcitwiler and Rea.
- AMomom od-wemwmes-sn-Bunday, Fob. 28 plocs tetemmemerrronddmas
Cnw I Rneygas "Taya" (which I had assumed was his Japanese name until the obituary notice appeared
~\W"’1?1‘:=vawuuk). Hig first sporte column was signed Taya Tajiri. gy, & |

He was in the process of writing a biography on his "necsan (ehfa:hﬂther)" Larry and wae

collecting anecdotes and meworabilia. He viten said: "IV's my way of getting to know him

better." The working title wa: "The Vagaries of a Spectator: A Personal Overview of Larry

Tajiri.” Larry's peysonal column was called "Vagaries” from prewar years in the Nisei press

and his daily colunin as entertainment editor at the Denver Post was "Spectator.”

When Vince (‘38 L.A. Polytechnic High grad) was growing up as a teenager, Larry ('32 L.A. Poly

grad) was often away from home, writing sports and editing the English sections at the Kashu

Mainichi in L1 Tokyo and al the Nichi Bei in Li'l Osaka (as San Francisco was dubbed by Nisei

editors in the 1930s). When the war broke, Larry was working in New York City.

Maybe, one of the Sansei gencration Tajiris will complete the task of writing The T'ajiri Years,

As Togo Tanaka said of Vince the other day, "He fought racism wherever it reared its head,

especially in the print media.”

Vince also worked on the prewar English sections of the Japanese vernaculars, including a stint
at the Han Francisco Nichibei when the plant was hit by a disastrous fire and Vince had to
scramble down some pipes from his third-floor room above the newspaper office. When Vince was
drafted in carly 1941, I took his place at the Nichibei,

The night of Pearl Harbor, Vince had finished with his company {18th Engineers at Camp
Bonneville] on the firing range at Vancouver Barracks across the river from Portland and was
then on guard at Portland air base. He servedGversead with the 449nd, came back a¥a staff
sergeart, got active with the Chicago Nisei Post and the Disabled American Veterans and studied
photography under the Issei great, Harry Shigeta.

Bill Hosokawa was "greatly surprised to learn Vince had gone into photography. He, like his
brother Larry, was a talented writer and I'm sure’ Vince would have become a great one,” in &
comment made this way. "All of us envied Vince his job las picture editor] with Playboy
magazine,”

Since moving back to Southern California, Vince published his first book, a Rudolph Valentino
biography for Bantam in 1877 [one of the best writien of any Hollywood great, according to people in
this business], was editorial director for four books for T.W. Crowell on contemporary
photography, and produced two exhibits (evidence of one is in Little Tokyo—the super-size
photographs of National Park scenes—which face the elevators and decorate the walls within the
Japanese American Cultural and Community Center.

Eight ycars ago he purchased a PC, personal computer, to work on stories. -1 didn't know how free
and voluminous the words would flow,"” he beamed in trying to urge me to do likewise. I got one
three years ago.

One of nis prize stories, "The 3ird Pines,” that involved a true incident of racism the Nisei on the
West Coast had encountered in the "80s, won the §1,000 James Clavell Award in 1986 and lastly,
Through Innocent Eyes, the ertful reprint of writings and sketches by Poston school children of
194248, is a classic, Taya, we haven't heard the last about you, yet.
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THE PLAYBOY MAN -~"One of our urposes in
visiting Chicago was to piQ{ up Vince 'I‘aﬁri, picture
editor of Playboy Magazine,>and’ escart him down to
s fora meeting of Sunday magazine edi-

as been described as the man most en-

.

tors, Vince

1
4

i

vied for his job because it involves inspecting so :
rmany girls with exciting contours. Vince reminded me, !

however, that Playboy’s 30-0dd photographers take

a greal many exceptional pictures of food and fash-
iogs, and that unclad playmates are only part of the
job,

‘It was an interesting experience to watch the way

Vince is introduced at a cocktail party. He is always

identified, quite properly, as picture ecditor of Play-
boy, and one’could almost predict the quips that were

.

‘
{
1

taking shape on the lips of the men he met. As for .

the women, their eyes would widen and sparkle as

they beheld the man who passes judgment on the -
most photogenic of their sex, and they get that coy
look, almost as if they—-regardless of age—were pass-

ing before him to be evaluated professionally.

While- this sort of reaction must give Tajiri a cer-

tain sense of power and importance, he is gracious
and modest about it, At first, he said, it .was just a

bit exasperating to be made so much of, but now he -

has become accustomed to the fuss and js prepared for
it. But I don't think anyone becomes quite bored with
attention. Tafiri was-associated with Playboy from its
very origins but did pot join the staff until two or
three years after it was launched, which is 2 dozen
years ago, No small part of its phenomenal success
{its circulation now tops 5 million) can be lafd to

Vince's ability o take and select, photographs and de.

velop photographic ideas. ¥
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Dear Rea,

Hzrry Honda sent me the sad news about your father. I recall K
meeting him for the first time in San Francisco, back before the 1
war, when he was working with Larry at the Nichibei. Our paths

croesed only infreqguently, but I respected and admired Vince as

one of the Nigei giants in his c¢horen field. I believe that if he

had focueed on writing carlicer in his carcer, he would have

attained equal eminence. I mourn hie logs.

Please accept my condolences. I do not know how to reach your
mcther, so please let her know of my concern.
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till hosokawa » 140 so. upham ct. o denver, colo. 80226 303/2389872



