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THE NATIONAL QURSTION: The role national minorities in advanced capitalist=
imperialist countries will play in the revolutionary upsurge that is leading to
the liberation of mankind from exploitation and racism,

?p
ASTANS AS A NATIONAL MINORITY IN AMERTIKA

The social reality of Asians in Amerika has a dual character, On the one
hand, we share a cormon and unique experience in vhite racist Amerika which is
qualitatively different from that of other Third World people in this country,

Roots in Asia: Children of Imperialisn

We are irmigrants--a new breed of people who essentially cam of our own ac-
cord to this country. The pattern that cmerges for our veasons for coninm, how
ever, rmgt be seen in the lisht of the e:pansion of Testewn inmarizlism,

As Western irperialism expanded its ecconomic foothold in Asia, it destroyed
and uprooted countless millions of people from their agrarian life, thus creating
a modile woriking force which could be used in the developiag indusiries of those
countries, liowever, since all of tnese workers could not e absorbed into the in-
dustries wizhin *heir ow: couniry, maly were rorced to leave incearch of other
means of sucvival, Al the sane time, within the imperialisc mother couatries, the
capitalists found that they needed cheap laLor for their ocw: expauding industries,
When their own labor forces would/could not do the work or becane orranized, the
cepitalists trought in (immorted) chea» labor to reintain competi+ion gad low wagaes
among their own workers, These twvo factors resulted in the inflex of Asian latorers
into Amerika: Chirese to tuild the railroads, work in the mines; Japanese to de=-
velop the swamps of the West into farmland, etc,

Ig.Amerika

In this country, Asians were faced with the reality that the same white racism
which was used o justify Western imperialism igainst their homelands was being used
here to systema*lcally deny our full particip..:ion in this society, Asiens were de-
nied land ownersiip and forced to play certaiun defined econoiic roles in tuis society
(farmer, gardener, laundryman, secretary, etc,) such that today, we remain.an extreme=-
ly mobile labor force with no roots in the lanu.

Taking these two factors of economics and race, we find that Amerika is not a
true melting pot but rather a white country withir which exist enclaves of Third
World people--internal colonies in the belly of the monster., The reality for most
Asians in Amerika today, then, is that we still live within ethnically id
corrunities--pocitets of Asian population concentrating usu~lly within or on the
fringes of racial mirority corrunities (Westside, Boyle hcicnts, Little Tokvo, Chi
town, Temple area, Gardena, etc,)

Furthermore, Asians, coustantly subjected to wiite racism stercotyres (we all
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relationships) have becore the victims of cultural genccide axd colosized meatalicy,
Many of us want to be something we're not = white = and belicve that wo ave inherent~
ly quiet, passive, unimportant, uncreative, ugly. We begin hating ourselves, for-
getting or putting dowa our own culture, and defending the oppressor through words
and deeds., We feel we have no identity, no rcal feeling of belonging «nvwhere, and
become envicus of Other people's identity, energy, and soul (be it blecks', browns',
and cven white freak culture,)
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And yet, despite all of these oppressive forces, we, as a people have sur-
vived in white racist Amerika,,.We have built, through mutual support and a col-
lective spirit, gained from our comrmunal/peasant origins, viable commmunities which
have a great effect on our lives today. These cormunities are linked by institu=-
tions such as the family, food stores, dental and medical care, social groups,
churches, etc, Skills, institutions (such as *he family), and the rich cultural
heritage that we brought from Asia...as well as qualities of hard work, perserve=
rance, endurance, fighting spirit, tremendous resilience and ability to unite in
times of crisis were all factors which enabled us to survive in Amerika. -

Diversity

Given our common experience, however, we also recognize that there are many
differences too, We are women, we are men, We range from fifth-generation des=-
cendants of the earliest immigrants to Hawaii, to recent arrivals from Hong Kong;
we are old, middle=-aged, young; rich, middle-class, solid working-class, poor;
college kids, freaks and street people incide of prison; we can count among our-
selves super-macho Sansei Samurai, and sisters struggling against male chauvinism;
the most tight~assed scholastic who spends 807 of his waking hours reading Mao, to
totally spaced-out freaks; loyal Amerikans and revolutionaries, '

Historically the differences have been greater than the unity, So much that
for most of the 150 year-long history of our people im Amerika, it would not have
made tmich sense to call ourselves 'Asian Americans.' Because of the denial of ac-
cess to the Ameriken nmainstream and the divide and rule tactics used by the ruling
class (ie separate labor camps for Filipino, Chirese, Japanese, etc,) ~ionz with
our owa diversity of 1a1~ua es that made corrmunication extremely difficult, we were
in fact divided and ruled, ecause of the denial to access, we nad to iceutify witt
omeplace, that sormenlace was the rother countries, Zecause of tne Imperialist role
of Janan and t~e national chauvinism of our senarete mother countries, we coulc/
would not set together., A conscilousness of tue comon experiexces we snared was
aliost comvletely lackinz, Today, the situation has chanred, but the diffecences
are still real, and are something we must bring out and analyze, Then we can begin
to build, to develop a cormon identity of shsred experiences = to feel a common des-
tiny with each other - to make that identity a day-to-day reality,

We are b:ginning to share the feeling ot identity as Asian people, following
our roots back across the Pacific, and finding that the people there are cerrying
out a fierce and valiant struggle against the same white, imperial Amerika, These
two things =~ white racism and an identity with each other and our brothers and
sisters across the Pacific give us a historical potential for unity,
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REVOLUTION IN AMERIKA

It is for thesé reasons that we feel it is necessary, at this stage of the
revolutionary struggle in Amerika, for Asian=American revolutionaries to fo~us
their energy primarily on working with Asian-American people to build a mass re-
volutionary novement wiich is nstic:al in form and international in terms of the
politics we apply and the goa lv We WOrk towardsS,

Our adoption of certain 1 nacional forms of organiziig is necessary todav “e=
cause of the nistoricai and objcctive conditions that have shaped both our social
existence and social consciousness as a people--which will call for specific modes
of analysis, organizing, and struggle that will relate to the imnermost strivings
and contradictions that our pecple experieace and live, day to day.

R R e Lot s



Three

We feel that,it is not only necessary, but stratesic to organize Asian in
Amerika because:

1, Asian=-Americans, while relatively small in number, are concentrated in
areas that are strategic, economically and militarily (SanFrancisco/Bay area;
Southern California; Hawaii; New York; Portland-Seattle=Vancouver),

2, Asian-American movement can be the ideological, political, cultural, and
military outpost of the Asian Revolution that is today the forefront of the world
revolutionary war and the chidf enemy of US imperialism, (To educate the rest of
the movement and the entire society,)

3. A high proportion of our people have skills and expertise that could be
tremendously useful to the struggle of the whcie Third World movement in the US,.

4, As peoples who've gone through the historical experience of highly or=-
ganized feudal society and of large nation-state, we possess a sense of organization
and of discipline that's badly needed in the revolutionary strugsle,

5. Individually end collectively, we need to survive not merely physically,
but as ourselves, with historical and cultural uniqueness of our owa.

. The idea that in this racist society, we could go out and organize (white
or) black production woriers when we are neither production workers nor black (or
white) ignores some basic tenets of mass~line, That the organizer and cadre must
be able to identify with the innermost strivings-and motivations of the masses whom
they strive to educate and organize,

In our struggle toward liberation, we see the progression in organizational
forms as: ethnic communities =P Asian Movement (Nation) =% Unified Third World
Movement =-» An%i-imperialist United Front (that includes revolutionary whites).

Recognizing that 1) objective differences based on historical experience,
language, culture, etc, still exist between the various Asian ethnic groups such
that much of our work will still be on an ethnic basis 2) in order to build a
real Asian unity, each ethnic cormunity will have to build its own strength based
on its own unique problems and contributions so that all Asians can come togather
from a point of strength rather than weakness.,,.,we still feel that we have already
begun to move into the stage of Asian movemert, Through the work of many mass based
programs, especially among the youth, which deal on an Asian basis as well as many
points in which various Asian ethnic groups .aw the necessity to unite when dealing
with the syster (in government funding, antiwar movement, penal institutions, schools,
social services, etc,) we have begun to builc our forces as Asians in Amerika,

ASTAN NATION
In order to further build our strength as Asians in Amerika, we put forward

the concept of an Asian Nation here in Anerika, The concept of 'nation' as used
here does not necessarily imply a complete separation cf our people from the other

Third World and white revoluticnary peoples, zeonranhically or »olitical'y, That

we suggest as our intawvrediote ~nal ig the idea of #n Asian Nation as a counlex of
sccial relationshiips, shaced acciiudes, and cormnity instituzions, with a s.aved

cult ,

a
ure (botl. the shared experience of cultural genocide and the shared struggle to
d a new culture of survival and resistance) as its core, The idea is a sirmple
one: to build a power base s Asians--culturally, geo-politically, economically,
and as it becomes necessary, militarily,
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Culture

It's so important that we begin right now to create our culture, our way of
life, This doesn't mean necessarily to turn blindly towards our traditional Asian
culture, Although there are things of value in those qultures, much of it i1s as
confining as what we are rejecting, We must pick and choose from the rich heritage
of our Asian cultures as we feel the need to, But much of it will be very new ==
songs, poems, literature, music, films, paintings that truly expresses our own life
experience; whatever that helps us to survive through this nightmare, whatever that
makes us strong enough to destroy this monster around and within us, so we can create
something more human and real,

Alternative Institutions

As we begin to build our culture, we will feel the necessity more and more
to start building our own parallel institutions within and for our communities;
For instance:

Legal, medical and social service clinics in and for our communities, manned
and serviced by us.

Day~-care centers, liberation schools where we learn to be strong and proud and
sure of ourselves; food co-ops, garages, dress and garment shops that really serve
our needs,

Churches = both Buddhist and Christian = transforming themselves into total
community centers, as well as places to gain a spiritual perception of ourselves,

Pioneer centers where our grandparent3 can share their experiences and skills
with the rest of us,

A network of our own media (community newspapers, magazines, radio, TV, films,
art centers and theaters,

Last, but not least, our own farm-cormunes in the country where we can learn
agricultural skills (from our parents and grandparents); where we can grow our own
organic crops, flowers, fish and animals; craft workshops to train and prcduce;
where we can establish rest and recreation centers for brothers and sisters working
tn the cities; where our children can dig on a righteous and real nature t:*ip,

We can go on and on, Our imagination and our willingness to put oui ideas
into practice are our only limits; you can and will probable add to this Iist,
Actually, none of these ideas are new., The only thing new about them is t..at
they will be a part of oneé. unified theme: our own nation-community, And there
will be a totally different quality of experience for all involved, For the first
time, we will be doing our own thing for and with each other,

Can this nation-community that we talk about exist within, and survive in
Amerika as it is today?

OQur historical experiences seem to say 'no'. Take the case of the Japanese
Americons - were thev any more 'hard-working' than they were in 1942 when thev
were put into concentration camps for being sneaky, subversive, and undesirable

in the eyes of white Amerika. The people who run this country, who control it
decide who is alright and who isn't very arbditrarily. TIt's what is convenient
at the time. ¢ thes time it was coavenient ©o down thewn Lecause they needed the

land they i:ad developed; there needed to be a focus for thc discontent that was
brewing throurhout Amerika, and especially in California, Today, they have found
it convenient to patronize the Japanese Americans and set them up as 'wodel minori-
ty' to off-set the unrest among other Thivd World people here in Awerikae
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With the heavy vibes between Amerika and the Peorles' Renubic of Chinaj;

with the trade hassles between Amerika and Jaran; with the ass-kicking Amerika
has and is sufferinc at the hands of the Vietramese peonle, we should remember
the 'we all lcok alike.!

In this context of Arerika today, our Asian nation-community seems a
a necessity for our rhyvsical and mental survival.

Is this nation-building a realistic =0al?

Azain, we must look at Amerika today; this time the answer seems to be
‘ves'. The objective condition of today - attack from without and withir by
Third World neovle who feel the vpush the most, counled with the fact that even
within white Armerika, its children (trvins to create their own counter-culture),
its women (orsanizine on the side of other oppressed reovle), some of its profes-
sionals, and even its military (ermerrine into a strone movement also sidino with
other oprressed veovle) seers to indicate the slow, but steady crurble of the Amer-
ika of todav. With the victory of the Vietnamese peovle being a mere ouestion of
time now, ard other Vietnams exnloding all over the rest of Asia, throurhout both
Latin America and Africa - where reople are valiantly determined to throw Amerika
out of their countries, the immedialte crisis for Amerika is pretty real. We must
begin to build our nation-community now; to survive the crumble of Amerikan soci-
ety.

UNIFTED THIRD WORLD MOVEMENT

Here arain we must stress that the concept of Asian nation does not imply
a narrow reactionary nationalism. The Asian nation-community we are building in
North Amerika will be national in form but clearly international/third world in its
politics and goals. ¥ ; ’

By 'this vie mean that our dav to dav theory and vractice will reflect the
belief that the asian nation-community is one unit of the total world community of
Third World and ovpressed people. Asians in Amerika, as people of color, share with
other Third Werld peovle here and abroad a common enemy: this Sexist, Racist, Cari-
talist-Imperialist System.

We find thet =2t this staere in world history, White Racism has btecome so
integrally meshet: with the actual develovprent of the canitalist-imverialist sys-
tem that the peovle who are facin~ the most acute class oporession in the world
today are people of color, As a resilt, the rrirarv- cl=ss contradiction cn the
vorld wide scale is thrat between the irmrerialist svsterm, led bv the US, and the
national liberation forces in Asia, Africa, and Latin Armerica.

Within the US, within the imrerialist mother country, we see then, that our
relativelv comfortable existence here (in terms of material environment: cars, TVs,
EiéctricfE?) is ouilt on the rin off of the wealth ard resources of Third VWorld
countries ard the suvpression and svbju~ration of Third World reorles.

And vet, in further analvzine our situa*ion as Asiaprs and Third World rveonle
here in tve US, it is imrortant for us to se2e how this §,R,C,I svstem affects us
here and the rrice we rave to vav for livir~ in white racist Arerika (in terms of
cultural renocide, powerlessness, alieration). We find that mos* Third Werid peo-
rle in this countrr are still subdect to overtlv vne~mal oprortunities in incore,
housing, and education:; face farilv breakdown bhecause of inhumane institutions such
as welfare and rrisons; and have their communities virtually occupied by the rolice.
Althoush the level of materinl oypores~inn faced by many Asians in this country is
qualitatively less acute than that of cther Third World veople, we must re-ewber
that a si-able numbar of our vreonle are 2lso raterially orpressed--the pocr Isceis,
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recent immicrants frbom Fono Kone, Filipinn farm laborers, war brides, nrisoners,
the handicapped. We have to keev in mind that Asjans as well as other Third VWorld
peovle still go to schools that do not teach us the dvramic imput we had in build-
ine Amerika:; onr voune neonle are still dvire off of ''ghetto drues' that are man-
ufactured for profit bv kuze drue corporations; vouns men of coldr, denied meaning-
ful emplovment ard ovrvrortunity here, are still drafted into the armv and sent to
Vietram ard other Third World countries to fient their brotters arnd ecisters.

Third World reople in Amerika rust stop "fightine each other for the crumbs"
(conflicts betwveen Black =ard Asian high =chool vouth, conflicts over funding, iobs,
admittance into universities, etc.) and UNITE TO LZ AD TE% STRUGGLE, alons with treir
brothers and sisters arrund the world, to defeat thre US Cavitalist-Irperialist sys-
tem..,.and to build tocether the foundation for a Socialist-Cormunist svster in Ameri-
ka: a societv based on cooperation rather than competition; where the ownership of
the means of production (factories, land, raw materials, etc.) is public rather than
private; where basic human needs: food, clothines, shelter, medical care, and educa-
tion are richts rather than orivileges; where human worth is valued more than materi-
al gain; and where there is self determination and self reliance for all reople of
color., g

If we, Asian-Americans are to be a vowerful and reliable allv of the leading
force of the revolution in North Amerika: the Black Liberation strugele, the primarv
task for us Asian American revolutioraries is not to struggle with the anti-black
racism amone our own people (though we must take this as a rriority), but to create
a movement capable of drawing hundreds of thousands of masses in our communitv to
grasp the need, and the power, to fight acainst the common oporessor side by side
with the black Jeople. We render them real sunvort by the objective damare we do teo
the ruling class, and the anti-imperialist power-base we build in our comrunity; for
the racism of the Asian Americans towards the blacks and chicanos is not the orimary
contradiction facing them. And in order for all of us as Third World reonle to come
together in strercth, we will all need a hisforicallv or-anic eround of onr own teo
stand on, and *o firht from and cur own sense of cultural arnd spiritual energy which
we can gain from buildine our resvective naticn-community.

\

TNTERNATTONATISM & COMMUNTTY: INTERD®PENDENCY

With a common enemv and a comman roal, the struzerles of Third World peonle
within the US and the struceles of Third World people around the world are INTER-
DEPFNDENT varts of the SAME strurele--the struc~les of the Asian naticn-community
are not semarate from the strucgles of the Vietramese, atin Americnwne., Afrirars.

The pationn] liberatisn struccles moine on 311 over the worlAd ﬂ~“°h*7‘
strenpthen snd suprort our strne-le here hy kickir~ the U'S ant of Third " dnrld coun-
triea whirh farmerly provided maw materials, ravvets, and 1=har essertial for +he
maintenance of +hig +e~hrolarical, irdvuatrialiced, caritalist-jmmerialist svster,
™o US, no lnrcer able to rir off the wealth =2°d resources of these Thivd Werpld
corrtries will £all fram i+ts vrecent lovel of esonormiec status...a fall vnich will
create +he material corditions for socialis® reunluticn b clearly evnns=ine arg
sharvenine the contraiictinrs Tetween the caritalist orpreanors (vhe rwm mast of

wvealth in this o#w“*“v) and tve vast maioritv of tre worlans

Tvs couraTens n-tiecnal liberation strr~crles of the reonles of Vietram, |
stires, :57?mb10 ‘e, Avmentirn, eta, have chown us that thre E::ff.ff&,::ff:ffj1 i
~orle arnind the »r»ir~inles of gel r_dp_;py..-«;“a+,'on, Homan (ﬁ;"?’":“.'. v Tiherao .
TAN WTN VTCTQRTES noemingt +he ~pnplest, mont massive wilitarv machine in ~an's Pl

“We..n lesson which ives na more enercv ard seves of pover +Aaintensifyv our

les here in Amarikna,
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Likewise, a’strons fizhtine movement here which will fieht not onlv on
local issnes but internztional issnes as well will lend real sunport for people's
struggles arroad by weakening the imperialist opwer base from within,

ANTI-IMPERTALIST UNTTED FROWT...REVCLUTIONARY STRUAGTE IN AMTRIKA

We need each other for survival and victorv, but we also realize that
revolutions within each varticular country stem from reovrle within that countrv. )
fichtirg for their own freednm, In other words, even if the Vietnarese and other
Third World reonle do win their freedom, there is no euarantee that we will win
our freedom and »uild socialism in this covuntry unless we ourselves make it hanpen
here. People reallv only continue to ficht when they realize and feel their own
oppression in their own varticular conditions. S

If the Atticss and Vietrams are to be grasned as critical issues by the i
masses of the Asians in Arerika, it's not enouch for the cadres to have an inter-
naticnalist ouvtlook:; we ~ust have a movement with a theory and analysis that links
up concretelv the Atticas and Vietnars with the svecific contradictions tha* our |
people live day-to-day; a movement that reflects the historical experierce and
present reality of our reonle; that sees the most materially ovppressed seqments of
our community as the foundation of our organizing efforts, so that we do not slide i
into volitics centered around petty-bourceois lifestyle or 'my liberation' isolated |
from the survival of the community and the liberation of all the oppressed peoples.

On the Role of the White Working Class and White Revolutionary Movement

Althourh we recoenize that at some future point in the revolutionary
struggle, it will be necesisary to form an Anti-Imcerizlist United Front made up
of Blacks, Latinos, Red veople, Asians, and vroeressive Whites--we feel that in
order for it to be a »rincipled alliance, he white revolutionary movement in
Amerika will have to richteously deal with Ywhite racism within their own ranks
(which manifests itself in tokenism and vaternalism toward Third World veo~le);
2) their identity rooted in Yhite Western culture and white skin privilege in Ameri-
ka, and 3) the primary leadership role of Th.rd World neople in this countrv and
around the world in the revolutionary strugg e.

The faster we are able to move to a ran-asian and then to the third world
forms as vrimary forms of or~anizing, the better it will be for the cmuse of all
the oprressed vreople involved. The rore we can maximize a ron-asiar ard third
world kinds of joint actions and individual vrorrams and allianrces at each staze
of this transitional vrocess, includine the vresent period, the faster we will he
able to mnke this transition. But all our procress to higher, wider forms rust be
oreanic »nd real, firmlv based on an ohiesctive assessment of the real differenrces
that do exist, and rot on wishful, mecharical idenlism which confrses the cesirahle
goal with tre rresent realitv cut of which the roal has to be for-ed, the erd-vro-
dict with the necessery concrete steps to realize that end.




